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Think About It...

Generations to come, it may be, will scarce believe that such a one as this (M.K. Gandhi) ever in flesh and blood
walked upon this earth.

Editorial

In ‘India Unseen’ a railway line serves as a road,;
23 percent of Indians continue to stay below the poverty
line; we are still fighting against the caste divide;
communalism refuses to leave us alone. Did we become
independent for this? Fifty-nine years after independence,
invisible India’s tryst with inequality makes the ‘Secular,
Socialist, Democratic, Republic’ sound a hollow truth.

As long as the political legacy of independence
does not devolve socially, freedom shall have little
meaning. In most of India, for most citizens, real choices
hardly exist. There hardly seems to be any difference in
their lives since the British left. What independence do
we boast of?

Moreover, the achievement of freedom as a
nation-state was accompanied by partition - the loss of a
civilization: a loss lived out in the post partition histories
of great cities such as Bombay, Delhi, Karachi and Lahore
—cities that had once epitomized a distinctive civilizational
achievement. It created two weakened successor states
to the departing Raj and it left all residents of the region
more vulnerable and open to outside influences. Freedom
came not only at the cost of India’s unity, but also at the
cost of the lives of thousands of innocents in the worst
ever communal bloodbath on India’s soil.

In any case, whatever be the ills of colonial rule,
we have to get over the victim syndrome of blaming
others for our problems. We cannot shirk responsibility

for whatever happened to us. If others exploited us, it

was largely because we were vulnerable. Ultlmatcly,
alone are responsible for our mess.

Instead of blaming each other for partition, I
and Pakistan should shift the focus of the debate

- Albert Einstein

the past to the future. We cannot change the past. We
can only change the future by acting in the present.

As for us, the grand-children of ‘midnight’s
children’, independence just extends to ‘I, me and
myself”. What is the importance of 15" August for us
youngsters? Is it only going for the flag-hoisting
ceremony and yawning through what we consider ‘boring
speeches’ and ‘dull dances’? Oli feels that we
Welhamites have forgotten those who sacrificed
everything to get us the power of choice we take sa
much for granted. _

If our elders couldn’t achieve the mammo
of bringing peace between the two countnes it
duty, as the torch bearers of th ]

all-round cooperati
mdcpendent

QJlEsIThir
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Welham Now

* Mr. Vishnu Painuli took over as Dean of Activities
from Mr. Oswald Das, who has sought greener
pastures.

* Lt. Col. Sandhu has joined Welham Boys’ as Bursar.

* Mr. Arun Sharma has taken over as the Head of the
Department of Sports.

We wish them all happiness at their new offices.

* The following teachers have joined the faculty this
term:

Ms. Rashmi Rawat will teach English to the Senior
School.

Mr. Prashant Arora has joined the IT Department
as a computer teacher.

Ms. Madhuri Matthews will teach Chemistry to
the senior classes.

Ms. Renu Manchanda has also joined the Science
Faculty and will teach Chemistry to the Middle School.
Ms. Soumi Das will strengthen the Art Department.
Ms. Soneyaa Kumar has joined the Junior School.
She will teach English, Geography and Art.

Ms. Monica Chandel has also joined the English
Faculty and will teach the Middle School.

We wish them all a long and happy stay in school.

* A ‘Shrub Master’ has been acquired by the schogl
and is being used to mow the fields, attached to
new tractor that the school has also purchased 2

* Some structural changes have taken place durj
summer break. The Junior School is now gt
with new flooring.

* Arjit Trehan, Dhairya Karwa, Sushan
Sheriff Bajwa attended the under
Basketball Tournament held in Ludhiang

* The shooting team participated in the [
Championship held at the RIMC fro

* A team comprising Raja Ranjee
Rai and Archit Agarwal represept
The Eureka Science Quiz held at Wi
on 29th July and was placed se i

* Vanshaj Agarwal and Awijit P
school at the 21st Maharaja Judl
Memorial Debate held at Cag

* Ajitesh Kir stood second i
on 4" August at GRD en
qualified for the next round: ms&
early September.

* Class XII had a gala timg
Girls’ School on 5™ Ajigis;

pur. He has
ldin New Delhi in

b

in Hopetown

Obituary

We regret to inform all our readers about the sad passin;
way of Mr. Jagat Ram during the vacation. Mr. Jagat Ra

tired from Welham Boys’ in January 2000, as Head Cook

fter serving for 48 years.

W.O.B.N

Mr. Amitabh Sinha, an ex-Welhamite has contributeg
a generous sum for a new ambulance. In his letter to

Nikhil Kriplani, President of the Old Boys’ Society, he wrote
Dear Nikhil, 2
Please ﬁn ' 43

the most wonderful
my pleasure to
school in wh,

at the get-together I had committed

that I would try and contribute for the

rambulance, although there has been a slight

delay; I do apologize for the same.

uld request you to kindly forward the demand

Mr. Lahiri for the purchase of the ambulance.

| would look forward to actively participating in

ociety and please keep me informed of any further

irements that might arise in the society or the school

d I will try to do my best.

Yours sincerely,
Amitabh Sinha
(Batch of 1990)

Attention Ex-Welhamites!

I had the pleasure of attending one of the Old Boys
meeting held in late March. It was a delight to meet so many
ex-Welhamites but rather disappointing to know of the
grievances that many of them carried.

For some obscure reason most of them felt that the
school had completely changed and nobody was there to
welcome them. Moreover, they complained that they had
not received an Oliphant for ages. They also talked about
the huge gap that exists between the students and the old
boys.

On the other hand, the students feel that the old
boys don’t care about what is happening in school once
they leave.

To put an end to this confusion, we have now started
a committee which will bridge the gap between the old boys
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and the students. This will lead to a better understanding
between the two.

Also, due to popular demand, souvenirs such as
mugs, T-shirts, caps, umbrellas, etc will be brought back
into the store.

I request those old boys who do not get The Oliphant

to send their addresses to oliphant@welhamboys.org.

Write to us at:

The Editor,

The Oliphant; ‘ QIR .
Welham Boys School, ' -mail us at.

$, Circular Road, oliphant@welhamboys.org

Delira Dun - 248001,
Excerpts: Interview with
Lt. Col. Sandhu

Lt. Colonel Sandhu (Retd.) has taken over as the
Bursar of WBS. Oli had the privilege of speaking to the man
who doesn’t take sorry as an answer.
Oli: Sir, where did you complete your schooling from?
Lt. Col. Sandhu: | was born in Ludhiana and completed
my high school from Ludhiana Model School in 1963.
During that time only government colleges were
affordable to a common man and thus I graduated from

the Government College, Ludhiana in 1967. I wanted to

and fought on both the eastern and westersifroni
was also appointed as Lieutenant. on 23 J
After that I was a part of the Counter Insu
in Nagaland and Mizoram. g

coming to Welham?
Lt. Col. Sandhu: Yes, | was the Hg
the ISPAT textile group in Himachal
After that I also worked in Bawg
Punjab for two years.
Oli: Would you like to shar about the
school? -
Lt. Col. Sandhu: I feel very,

What 1 believe is that to
goal is necessary and ;
dedication towards youg

1 a atmosphere.
thing, setting a
e important is

Movie Review:
Schindler’s List

“Whoever saves one life saves the world entire.”

This is the theme on which Steven Spielberg has
based this movie depicting the sufferings of the
Jews in Germany during the Holocaust.

The Holocaust is the name applied to the State-
led systematic persecution and genocide of mainly the
Jews and some other minority groups of Europe and North
Africa during World War II by Nazi Germany and its
f H)Ter, the main force behind this
3 @&Wprld ruled by white people he
NQbughtt the Jews to be the biggest
threat to Aryan supremacy and was therefore determined
to eliminate them. The;Holocaust is probably one of the
sriod mankind has ever seen. It was during

S

ah six million, a full forty percent

h the most graphic scenes ever captured
pielberg has shot the movie beautifully in
: 4nd:White to reflect the era and tone of the film.

% “Schindler’s List” is based on the true story of
gkar Schindler (Liam Neeson), a glorious vain and
reedy German businessman who became an unlikely

-humanitarian amidst the barbaric Nazi reign when he
- felt compelled to turn his factory into a refuge for Jews.

Schindler, who managed to save about 1100 Jews from
being gassed at the Auschwitz concentration camp, is a
testament for the good in all of us. Schindler used Jewish
labour to start a factory in occupied Poland. As World
War Il progressed and the fate of the Jews became more
and more clear, Schindler’s motivation switched from
profit to human sympathy and he was able to save a
number of Jews from death in the gas chambers. Neeson
and Ralph Fiennes have given stellar performances. A
special mention has to be made about Fiennes for his
frightening portrayal of Amon Gothe.

I feel the film’s primary aim is not to show
Schindler’s kindness but the horrors of war. People being
shot for no reason, hiding in the most awkward places,
stripped naked and put together in rooms to be gassed,
abused... so much that the viewers will be deeply .
affected. The film shows the efficiency with which the
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Nazis organised the mass extermination. Detailed lists
of potential victims were made and meticulous records
of the killings were maintained. As the prisoners entered
the death camps, they were made to surrender all their
belongings to the Nazis, which were then precisely
catalogued and tagged and for which receipts were
issued. This actually helped to lull the victims into a false
sense of security.

In addition, considerable effort was expended
to find more efficient means of killing more people.
Shooting people by making them stand in a line so that
several people could be killed with one bullet and using
more mechanical methods beginning with experiments
and poisons were some of the ways. The Holocaust was
carried out without any reprieve even for children or
babies and the victims were often tortured before being
killed.

Spielberg has shown this, in a way that perhaps
no other director can possibly can. I would recommend
that people who like this film should also watch The
Pianist, a similar kind of film which has been shot
beautifully.

- The Welham BoysFilm Society

Life in all its Splendour -
Welham

One afternoon I had the pleasure of having I n ‘

with the ‘Knights of the High Table’, and durmg[; 13

course of our conversation Ajitesh once again as -
to wnte for The thhant I also felt that I ow

those years I can clearly v15ua|1)
happenings which have been such aj

Surendra Kandhari, now bei

Dev Labhiri.
The ideals and stag him were of a
high degree of commitment: gment by the entire

Welham Community. /s34

Each year was a challenge for me as it required
working with innovative ideas, creating a system of
teaching which was a co-lateral connection to the syllabi.
Believe me, it was not easy but dynamic personalities
such as Mrs. Devendra, Mrs. Deshpande, Mr. J.K.
Sharma, Mr. & Mrs. T.D. Raina, Miss Chopra and Mr.
J. Gosain, each one a pioneer in his or her own field,
guided me with their experience and wisdom. They al
had a ‘no-compromise’ yardstick for academics. Th¢
were the humane pillars of the school and shall alwa) s
be remembered most fondly by me.

I have seep-twe

and been a
developmen

this is one occasion which makes me
with the Ex-Welhamites making an
and meet us all. I take this opportunity to
iy students for the honour that they all

éresting part of the school routine which I looked
Pward to was the meals because it was at this time

7 a tutor. Right from the PH (Principal House) days
]l now | have witnessed and listened to the thought

55 process of the young minds — each one having his own

" dreams and aspirations, goals to keep and promises to
fulfill. It is not always that life offers you your wishes on
a silver platter. There are disappointments and failures
too. | have seen these young men going through the ups
and downs and overcoming them, all thanks to the training
of this institution to lift their head up high with pride and
accept life as it comes with full confidence. This is a
merit which is imbibed not just by academic excellence
but by encountering and enduring life in this school.
It is hard to believe that I am leaving Welham but
then this is what life is all about — change. Being a
compulsive optimist I never look back and always accept
the fresh challenges, trials and tribulations that life offers.
Believe me it does a lot of good to enlarge one’s scope
of understanding life and living.
With this [ wish the entire Welham Family the very
best of luck in all its endeavours and also a big God Bless.
- Mimi Bajpai
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God, the Just

It was that fleshless thing
Which did not have a liver;
It even made me, the king.
For the first time in my life shiver...
What was it?
I don’t know yet;
It gave me a fit,
It made me fret!
| had seen it in my room
Where it silently sat;
I knew it was my doom’
*cause I couldn’t run as I was fat!
It stood up and groped its way,
Then I saw its hollow eyes;
It was my last day
I was full of my ultimate sighs...
I recall all the bad deeds
That I carried out...
Now, of people I was in need
And for help, I had to shout.
[ prepared my heavy voice
And called out for help;
Outside there was a lot of noise,

Thus, 1 didn’t even hear my dog’s yelp!

Then, I beckoned to the last place I could:

To the house of God;

He would help me if He should

Which I doubt as I'm a big fraud...
With my watering, fearful eyes,
I saw a dagger in its hands;

To no one could I even say my byeS :

I could only fearfully stand..

I wish I could see my son

Just one last time

As my life was now done

And his sight could ease my mind...
The 1 felt that sharp dagger
Being thrust into my heart;
I was forced to stagger, ;&
With the world, my ways Lp

To that thing I tried to ask

Who the hell was he? :

Then the thing removed its maske

And I had to gasp at those e
It was the father of
Whom I had got b wiges

God is so just;

Don’t you think so?
I’m leaving as [ must
To hell, I hereby go...

- Jaskunwar Kohli
VII-C

Round Square Section
Experiences Down Under

Before I begin to share my wonderful
experiences while I was in Alice Springs, Austqalla, I

to introspect; and I owe this to Sir. | would also like to
thank my colleague d-friend Mr. Painuli for the
wholehearted: suppo_ V-help he rendered to me in
arranging thistrip.” T

St Phlllllps College where I stayed is one of the
most prestlgwus institutions in Alice Springs. It has
approxlmatefy‘600 students and only 50 boarders. The
staff copisists of about 70 members. The ambience of
the schoole breath taking. In fact, Alice Springs itselfis

awesome to behold. It’s a perfect outback!

«,I was overwhelmed by the way the entire staff

;-of§i Phllllps helped me and made me feel absolutely

omfortable. My room was beautifully done up and the
fridge was very well stocked!!! I couldn’t have wished

+-for more!

This trip was undoubtedly a complete eye opener
or me. [t gave me a good insight into our own strengths

" and weaknesses. From the time I stepped into St. Phillips

I think all I did was to “Observe and Absorb” as much
as [ could.

Smiles down under!
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I was highly impressed with the level at which
they pursue their co-curricular activities. The students
actually excelled in the various hobbies or interests they
opted for. The nice part was that I never got the feeling
that they were pursuing their varied interests at the cost
of their academic performance. This was really
commendable!

I made it a point to consciously make a note of
many techniques of teaching which would enrich my
teaching as well. To cite one example.... The students
are encouraged to learn as much as possible practically.
The students of Financial Studies were encouraged to
invest in stocks and shares and in the process they learnt
more about how the stock market works than they would
from a mere explanation, from a book.

I realized the importance of making a class really
alive and interesting. There was always a conscious
effort on the part of the teacher to make any lesson
come alive from the book and be made as applicable
and relevant to real life as possible.

One thing | would count as a major strength and
a very positive point in our Indian classroom is the
adherence to class discipline, which is lacking almost
completely abroad. It took me some time to tune in to

the idea of a class where the students can move in or:”

teachers. | realized that we teachers here in India get

the most ideal kind of classroom attention and dlSClphne -
to teach in. We have enough freedom to exercise our

authority as teachers over our class and therefore we
have to capitalize on this to achieve the same level of
excellence which the teachers abroad manage to achieve
in a very “relaxed” or I should say in “disciplined
classroom environment”.

| feel excited about incorporating a lot of good
things that I learnt there into my teaching as well as to
make this experience a more enriching one. I guess a
change like this really reinforces that “go’ in one and
breaks the age old stigmas.

While I was packing my bags and leaving Alice
Springs I thanked God for bringing me here and I realized
that 1 was going back a richer man in, terms of the
memories | had gathered of the wonderful moments spent
there!

I know after reading this some of “my dear
friends” are going to ask me as to why I have kept quiet

on my experiences “Post Alice springs”!!! (The Sydney
and Thailand Sagas) Well keep guessing....
- Joy Arora
Hey Mate!

This summer has been undoubtedly the best of
my life. I got an opportunity to visit St. Philip’s College,
Alice Springs, Australia as an exchange student for a
month and a half.

Writing about the trip, | am reminded of those
amazing times that I spent with eight other exchangéez,
as we were called, three of them being Indians As “it
was a cultural e 2
to learn about th @t}o
who though looked\ Jike,
I am glad to say that the faculty and students of St.
Philip’s helped andtngghtus everything from their hearts.
The Aussies wdﬁomed us with open arms

There wene 5o many amazing new things I did
that it’s difficult fo jot down the experience on paper.
From hot air ballooning with a crash landing to sleeping
in non-electnﬁed tents with blood thirsty dingoes all
around; from’ bedpg woken up in the middle of the night

_toplay‘Surpnse Saturday night games’ to being the only
“non-supporter of Australia during World Cup matches

: ks of emotionally charged violent
out at their own whim and fancy and a teacher should‘;‘;-i being surrounded by packs of emotionally charged violen

never raise his voice!! As I said earlier, this expenence :

brought home to me our strengths and potential asz\;,‘p'laying Footie and Gaylack, everything is just

-memorable. Interestingly, through all this, we never felt
- homesick, especially the Indian exchange students.
- Thanks to Mrs. Khanna and Mr. and Mrs. Veeda, faculty

- Aussies; from being the “brainy Asian kid” during physics
“~“classes to being the most hopeless case when it came to

members, Shalini and Ben, students, who got us
sumptuous authentic Indian food, yes even ‘Butter

Vanshaj with the other Exchange students.
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Chicken’. In a country where the staple diet constitutes
hot beef with cold beer, this was one major relief.

The amount of freedom and responsibilities that
the students had is what every Welhamite dreams of.
Though there were no barbed wires or armed guards to
‘police’ the students or to keep them from breaking
bounds, this liberty was well respected by the students.
The atmosphere in the classrooms was very light with
teachers and students having a very casual sort of
relationship. Though education in Australia may be a bit
‘chilled out’, it is much more practical and devised in a
way that enables the students to explore themselves and
their talents and abilities.

I am sure most of us remember Mr. Tudor, who
visited us not long ago. “He, as the Principal of St. Philip’s
has done a wonderful job”, as told to me by one of the
students and after my stay I must say there are no two
thoughts about it. He has seen St. Philip’s evolve from
being a boarding house to the best school of the Northern
Territory. A very religious man who made it a point to
attend and sing at every Chapel service during the
weekends, he has an expertise in playing guitar as well.
The way he remembers the minute details of his various
Round Square trips to various parts of the world is truly
outstanding. He was very warm and even went to the
extent of announcing the Board results of the Indian
exchange students at the Assembly to inspire his students.
Now that was truly remarkable.

Alice Springs may be a very small town situated
in the middle of the Australian Outback, but there seemed

to be an abundance of everything. With not much nightlife -
and only one cinema, the way the people feel proud of

their city is truly inspiring. Alice Springs has.‘her’ own
unique customs and festivals which are not celebrated
anywhere outside the Territory like The Bungtail ! Muster
that celebrates the cattle rearers and farmers and The
Finke which is a unique dirt race. '
All in all, it was an expenence{) :
was a pity though that I could not stay‘on fo)
to me was the creme de la cremegp &1
programme, The Year 11 Leadership;
the trip just remains a cherished mg

on to be so.

c isgfor itself, but must
always pamcnpate in the §well ;‘ ocean so we can
never experience life by 6urselve &5 but must always share

the experience of life that takes place around us.”

A year ago, the world shook as the ‘killer waves’
devastated the lives of many. Families were broken and
houses snatched away in front of their own eyes. The
world got together to help those who had lost a reason
to continue living.

The Round Square regional service project this
year was held at Muzzukhuturai, Tamil Nadu. The task
was to build a fish-market with ten counters at the
backwater shores. It was the month of June and we had
not quire realised that we would be working under the
scorching heat of theSouth. Life, as it was there, was
g different country altogether.
s against us - the heat, the
language, the foo @/name a few. But as the youth
of this country we realised that we had some
responsibilities to fulfil. Working as labourers for a
fortnight did not matter much as we were working for a

Construction work in progress

good cause. We were amazed to see the undying spirit
of the people who had lost everything due to the Tsunami.
But yet they smiled and never gave up HOPING.

“We expect to pass through life but once. If
therefore there can be kindness we can show, as any
good thing we can do to a fellow being, let us do it now,
and do not defer or neglect it, as we shall not pass this
way again.”

- Kshitij Goyal
XI - Sc.

Kashmir Visit

This year, a number of devastating calamities took
place including the major earthquake, which shook three
countries namely India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. As
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Jammu & Kashmir had been the worst hit area, Welham
Boys School sent a delegation to the “Paradise on Earth”
to donate the money which the students had collected
during the Diwali break.

A group of eight boys escorted by Mr. Painuli
and Mr. Shridhar reached Srinagar on 22" May, where
we were received by Brig. N.S. Jamwal who arranged
for our stay there.

We went straight to the residence of Mr.
Goswami (Secretary to the Chief Minister of J&K) to
present a cheque of three lakh rupees. At the Secretary’s
house, we were confronted by a couple of press reporters
who interviewed us. After the ceremony, the secreta
asked us all to have lunch at his house. It was typic
Kashmiri food laid out for us in the lawn. After al
we headed for the ‘base camp’ where we were s,

sledging a
Amarna

ised for all of
really enjoyed
fond memories

of Kashmir, its people and of course the food!
- Vai
Shamsher

Know Thyself

“They will think Tam a villager if |
with them!”
“What will

People may point out that consciousness in public

'is just about being a gentleman and following etiquette.

But by doing so, we create an artificial barrier for
ourselves that limits our power to explore and look
beyond the horizon of another person’s mind. It does
not let us be happy as we are restrained inhibitions
Restraint and consciousness can also sometimes hinder
progress and learning. Students in many religious schools
just learn the verses of their holy book and nothing else,
because they fear that their community would abandon
them if they did otherwise!

Therefore, learning to be independent of public
opinion and the ability not to feel ashamed of what we
are doing is very important towards achieving happiness.

Leam to love yourself, your dreams, your emotions,
your character, your decisions and only then will you be
all yours.

- Sudipt Juneja
XI-C
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Founder’s Day Supplement

The Chairman’s Speech

Distinguished Chief Guest Sir Mark Tully, fellow Members
of the Board, Honoured Guests, Parents, the Principal and the Faculty,
all non-teaching members of the staff and subordinate staff, finally
and most importantly the students of the School and all Old Students.

I am indeed grateful to Sir Mark Tully for having so kindly
accepted my invitation to be the Chief Guest on this very important
day in the life of our School. Our Chief Guest is a many-faceted
person and the Principal has already spoken about him. Once again,
on behalf of the School, I welcome you, Sir, as our Chief Guest at this
Founder’s Day, which is both an honour and a privilege for us. All our
students can certainly aspire to emulate your example by striving to
the limits of their capability so that they too can excel in whatever
profession they choose. This is, in fact, what any good school tries to
imbibe in its students.

When Miss Oliphant founded this School, she must have had
visions of generations of young Indians who would pass out of its
portals eventually to become honest and capable citizens in a vast
country where people with good leadership qualities will always be
in high demand. This is what the School is trying to do and, to that

extent, our endeavours will never diminish. When it comes to

responsibility and fulfilling one’s commitments, let me remind you
we can either make ourselves miserable or we can make ourselves
strong; either way, the amount of work done is the same. e

Two years ago, I referred to a movement that I still wantto*-

call, “The Great Welham Initiative”. At that time, our priorities were -*
more basic and we did strengthen the staff and improve discipline. In
addition, we worked on improving the campus and its facilities, Three
years ago the Vice Principal, Mr Prabir Basu, bemoaned the lack of
attractive photographic possibilities on our Campus Wlth the
improvements that we have made, cleaning up, pm!tﬁngﬁgpmnng and
with planned horticulture, now photographic ima
find expression. During the past year we ha

Now, as a part of our ongoing initiati &
be on relentlessly pushing for higheg
certain plans, some of which are alread

part of the strategy to ensure that whelisitl .... leave

had tolc_ancel her trig

they will do so with better marks. Great amount of perseverance and
perspiration will go into this effort, for if we are to maintain ourselves
as a leading educational institution, then in this effort we cannot fail.
In alighter vein “Hard work spotlights the character of people; some
take the challenge and roll up their sleeves, some shirk and tum up
their noses, and some don’t turn up at all.” So, here we ‘teach
Welhamites to prepare for an honest day’s work. T
In an effort to improve teaching standards, dunng the lag
year, we have added many new and talented members to,our alre.
solid corpus of the School’s Faculty. An additional measure will
on admissions. Asagninstonlythe 813
will in future be streaml

lndxas Jeading Publicg

t moment due to compelling family
gal is the Founder of the Hopetown
any areas in which he can guide us in our
the Doon Valley. Ms Alka Sharma is the
$ative on the Board and her fearless and
s very valuable to the School when it passed
geulty. These new people on the Board strengthen
gose others who already contribute the benefit of
and advice. I am, therefore, confident that we will
Pand hamness our resources more effectively for the

8001 and its students, who are the ultimate beneficiaries.

IARY also take this opportunity to request parents and

-operate with the School in the difficult task of bringing
zens. There are many distractions and peer pressures
to mislead our wards. The School cannot compromise in
ers and, therefore, it is best that we resist temptation and
ly concentrate on the betterment of our students. The School
the path of compromise between the enforcement of discipline
e need to be child friendly. In all this we cannot succeed without
flinching support of parents.

There is one other important area where it is pertinent to
ify and declare our path and direction. This School will remain a
ular institution, which allows every child the freedom of his own
belief but, at the same time, the School will itself have a curriculum
that is non-denominational. The School timetable and facilities will
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not encourage any deviations from this non-denominational timetable.
We do realize that some parents may wish the observance of certain
ceremonies and rituals, but these cannot be a part of the programme
on the Campus. Parents who enroll students in this School should do
s0 with the prior knowledge and agreement that the School will observe
anon-denominational ambience. Here also, the understanding of all is
sought for as a Boarding School in any case we cannot allow the so
many freedoms that are possible when students are merely day-
scholars as in some other institutions.

During the last year, we lost Colonel D P Puri, the oldest
serving Trustee on our Board. He was a resolute personality with the
courage of his convictions. He lived in good health and mental faculty
till the end. We will miss him at our Board meetings. We pray that his
soul rests in peace.

[ also take this opportunity to acknowledge the loyalty of

the majority of our non-teaching senior and subordinate staff wh
continue to put in sincere and loyal work for the benefit of the studen
and this campus. This is supplemented by the good leadership
the Principal, Mr Dev Lahiri, and the excellent teamwork he g
the Faculty of Teachers. Finally, ot'course, I must thank all
Members on the Board. It is with this all-round co-opera i
are enabled to serve the School and, therefore, in
ideals of the Founder, Miss Oliphant.

The Chief Guest s

My record at school was not impregs:
sympathy for children who are not high-flygs
be a place in schools and indeed in socig
their talents, and we do all have talents if:
The modern exam culture where chil
exams, and schools by their succes
pupils, is the culprit. [f'there are to §
in the examrat-race, but those |
contribute to society. I was recet
College that it wasn’t the ‘s
leaving University but the
were not “toppers” in ex

Of course acad
to develop their talent
as possible out of thei
put such a premi
believe it is the of
an exaggerated
reason is able
which lite
discussion,

ance instinct
ead of Yoga
ices and creeds

rience the ultim#
son, nor can it be g8

portant. It is hugely
lanced, we have to
8 brings me to another

tations as well a
on [ have come %

own life - the tradition of the middle way. It involves ensuring that
do not over-value, or indeed under-value, anything in our pers
lives and in the lives of our nations. But this middle way isn’t li
highway laid out for us so that all we have to do is drive along
make sure we don’t swerve off the edge. It’s a road we ha
continuously looking for, aroad on which there is alway:

proceed wnth caution’, ensuring all the time that you
your balance. So the middle way is really more hke .
acircus than a hxghway.l'he amst has to be concens

8 area of India’s public life where balance is crucial
§fe At present we are w1tne<smg a shouting match

o %portant that all religious people should feel their faith is respected.

‘ls, asIsaid,a questxon of balance This religious balance is part of

of'the world to find a home here and to live for the most part peacefully
side by side.

I once wrote a book called ‘No Full Stops in India’ in which I
talked of a colonial hangover which has left Indians all too often
unbalanced in their attitude to their own culture and to other cultures,
fascinated by ‘foreign’ and dismissive of Indian. I was accused by
many journalists of being unbalanced myself and advocating a return
to some Golden Age which perhaps never existed and could certainly
not exist in today’s conditions. One of those journalists was the
renowned television inquisitor, Karan Thapar. I denied having a vision
of India returning to a golden age and I asked Karan ‘Do you want a
Nakli (imitation) America or an asli Bharat (genuine India)’? And that
I think is still a question which needs to be asked today. Does India
want to forget its ancient tradition of balance and be swept off its feet
by modern materialism and its companion consumerism which are the
ideologies of the market? Do Indians want to desert all their ancient
faiths and worship celebrities instead? The twentieth century British
poet, Kathleen Raine, believed it was not just Indians who needed to
learn from asli Bharat. She once said ‘Western Civilization,
notwithstanding its impressive attainments in material science, has
not significantly impaired the great edifice of India’s spiritual
civilization. Neither has India greatly changed the Western mind-set
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which seems consistently incapable of imagining any ground of reality
other than so called matter. Perhaps a civilization so triumphantly
successful in its material achievements saw no reason to look beyond
them. Have we now advanced to a point where we are ready to learn?’
That’s the question many years in India have taught me needs to be
answered in the affirmative not just by the West, but by India too.

The Principal’'s Address

Our distinguished Chief guest, Sir Mark Tully, honorable
members of the Board of Governors, our dear guests, members of the
Welham Boys community.

Itis with great pleasure that  welcome you to the 69th Founder’s
Day celebration of this school.

It is a great privilege to have with us today, Sir Mark Tully,
who as we all know. is a journalist. scholar, and author of international
repute. It is only in the fitness of things that at a time when the Welham
Boys School is striving to establish itself as a center of excellence, that
someone of Sir Mark’s eminence should grace our Founder’s Day
celebrations.

Sir Mark has his roots in India. having spent a part of his early
days at New School, Darjeeling. He then went on to study at some of
the most distinguished institutions in the UK, and indeed in the world.
Amongst them are Marlborough College and Trinity Hall Cambridge
from where he finished with a Masters in History and Theology. Having
done a stint in the National Service in the Royal Dragoons, Sir Mark
moved on to what was to prove to be the love of his lifetime - the BBC.
He has distinguished himself in various capacities in that organization -
as Personnel Officer, Head of Hindi Service, Chief Commentator South

Asia, and South Asia Correspondent. 1 recall a time when | was at :

university, and BBC and Sir Mark became synonymous. At St Stephen’s

we had a little chai shop run by old Sukhiya (a legend in his own right}, =
Sukhiya was an inveterate fan of the then ubiquitous transistor radig. I -
remember asking Sukhiya one day, “BBC sunte ho?” And Sukhiya - %
' firiished in the 90 + category. 13 in 80-89 %, 15 in 70-79%, 15 in 60-
+69%, and there was one casualty.

replied. "BBC/ VBC na janat ho, Tully sahib ko zaroor sunat haint* ;

Sir Mark has been a free lance writer and broadcaster since -
1994. He is also a distinguished author with many books such as
“No full s:ops' in-
“India In Slow Motion’, and many others to his credit. He is -
Hon Fellow of Trinity Hall, Cambridge and holds honoraryDogtorateS«

*Amritsar-Mrs Gandhi’s last battle!’ ‘Raj to Rajiv’.
India’,

from the Universities of Strathclyde, London, and Bradford.- ‘He was
awarded the Bafta Dimbleby Award in 1985, and the OBE mthe same
year.

But what really sets Sir Mark apart is lus gehuh‘ie love for
India, his empathy for the country and his wonderﬁfl inderstanding of
its nuances and idiosyncrasies. It was truly i %hé mess (ﬂ” things
therefore that the government of India thought‘k appmpnaie to award
him the Padamshree in 1992 and the Padambhusann\Q 004, Itis indeed
a privilege, Sir, to have you with us today and VE ly and truly
grateful. S

It is also my privilege, ladies and ge i Yo introduce to
you to our Board of Governors. Our Chmm\an,MrBﬁshan Singh, isa
passionate Ex Welhamite and heads a gigantic (g he claims it is
modest), corporate enterprise called Pan India. Genera
of course needs no introduction. A distinguishéd.sbldier and a pillar of
Dehra Dun, he is at 94 the youngestat hmm@@ itamongstall of us
here. Moreover, he enjoys at the singular. pdvplége of having escorted,
to the first Founder’s Day celebrations of Wel Boys School on 2nd
December 1938, the then Chief Guest, Lad‘y Kingsley, wife of the
Comdt of the IMA. Brig Kingsley. Mr Pushpindér Maliah an ex Welham

boy is no stranger to most of us. Mrs Jyotsna Brar, Principal of Welham
Girls School and a great friend and well wisher of Welham Boys is
unfortunately not able to be with us today . I would like to welcome on
Board Mrs Alka Sharma, the representative of the parents who always
makes herself available when the school requires her, Mr S N Talukdar
who retired as one of the senior most scientists at the ONGC and one
of the country’s leading geologists, is a fellow of the Geological Society
of London, and has won a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Association of Petroleum Geologists, Mr Kamal Sehgal, again a
prominent Dehra Dun citizen who runs one of the most successful girls
schools in the valley - Hopetown. I would like to convey apologies on
behalf of our Chairman Emeritus Mr Gulab Ramchandani, who has had
other pressing commitments that have kept him away this evening.
Three other members of our Board, Dr Anil Wilson. Principal.of St
Stephens College, Mf Nasjr™N umee Chairman of the Devclopmt

man who inspired metof‘bea SChOOIf r:
Headmaster of Dboﬁiﬁﬁ)oul m_ﬁ ;

chan [ would hke to take this opportunity just to bring
) @'hlghhghts and that too with the view to share with you
“fn which the school has been moving, a point on which I
; ibor ate later.

o ],’h the ISC examination 37 candidates were sent up of whom 8
gt in the 80-89 % category, 11 in the 70 to 79 % category. 13 in the

60-6§% and 5 in 50-59 % and there were no casualties.

In the ISCE examination we had a total of 48 candidates.. 4

Our results have shown some improvement, but nowhere near

“the kind of targets we have set for ourselves. Improving the academic

performance, and more importantly, enhancing the study culture has
become a huge thrust area. All the academic Departments have been
revamped and restructured, curriculum development in order to ensure
continuity between Junior, Middle, and Senior school has become a
primary concern, more study time has been incorporated into the time-
table, a thoroughly structured remedial programme for the weaker
students has been implemented, there is a full time resource person to
help students with learning disabilities and disseminate study skills.
There is a great emphasis on encouraging research and reference skills
through an ongoing programme of presentations prepared by the boys
on 2 regular basis. There are regular workshops/ seminars, for teachers
to upgrade their knowledge and skills, field trips and guest speakers
have become an integral part of the curriculum.

Discipline, as you know has been tightened up considerably. I
do not want to go into the details, but I think I can say with great pride
that the boys of the school today have taken it upon themselves to
create an environment in which there is no fear and no violation of the
code of conduct that we as a school have decided to observe. We also
have an extremely vibrant adolescent education programme in the middle
school to help our young men to deal with the pressures of growing up.
Of course, the addition of some girls on our rolls has had a greatly
civilizing influence, not to mention a spate of broken bearts!



We have had our share of successes and failures on the playing
field as well. We were winners in the District Athletic Championship in
the under 14 category, winners of the Avtar Memorial Road Race, and
Manishek Gupta, Nikhil Aggarwal and Vishal Kumar were selected to
represent Uttaranchal in the North Zone Athletic Championship. We
hosted several prestigious sporting events including the Jubilee
Basketball tournament and the Indo-Australian Hockey tie. We were
winners of the mixed five basketball championships and Gaganjyot
Juneja and Dhairya Karwa represented Uttaranchal in the Nationals, as
did Shushant Singh, Akash Godara and Sudipt Juneja. Shushant Singh,
in fact. captained the Uttaranchal State team.

We were placed third in the IPSC Shooting championship and
Uttaranchal State championships. Navandeep Matta did us proud by
winning two golds and one bronze in the Invitational shooting
championships and several gold and bronzes in various state and National
championships during the year.

Once again it is a matter of great pride to say that today with
the addition of three new sports - the three R’s - Rifle shooting, Riding
and Roller skating, our school is second to none in terms of sporting
facilities offered. We also have a state-of-the-art gymnasium, which, I
am glad to say, is being well used by the staff as well. This may or may
not have something to do with the fact that we have a truly Co-ed
faculty! As you can see, Sir Mark, Welham is not in slow motion, and
nor are we letting any full stops or commas get in the way!

It is very easy for a school, particularly on its Founder’s Day,
to become very inward-looking and forget the larger picture of which
we are a part. Ladies and gentlemen, [ will seek your permission,
therefore, to reflect for a moment on the role of WBS in the larger
context of education of this country, and thereby, to take a long hard
look at the direction in which we are heading.

I can think of no better starting point for this introspectiy
exercise than a recent article in the Hindu by Mr Krishna Kumar g
Chiefof NCERT. I quote. “Nagesh Kunoor’s film Iqbal poses a formida
challenge to school reformers. It tells the story of an Andhra farmiér

at school. Not just our schools even the best otf' .
committed to the nineteenth century ideal of an all xotind
devotion to a single pursuit, so necessary to achieve
not accepted. Had Iqbal remained at school he wéi
to get through class 12 with PCM, PCB or Comé
to imagine what his fate would have been”. (y
Herein lies the fundamental challen
educators. Are we willing to let our childr
what their talents are and let them pursue fiei§
these areas? Are we willing to ‘Let go’?
can we expect our children to assume
That is why, here at Welham, we have;
of subject choices - from Maths to MK
Physieal Education That is why we

S5

Fin our society.
e a multiplicity

0 mewhere along the
d in performing that

“growth of the:

task to excellence will be able to contribute to the society in which he
lives - either as a leader or as a team player.

And this is not an easy battle because “our system hates
eccentricity, ignores pre-disposition, and punishes single minded
devotion to a particular subject at the expense of others. Education and
exams seem a burden to so many precisely because everyone is assumed
to be alike. The fact that many of our children excel despite the rigidity
of our system encourages the popular argument that our system has
rigour”.

But the battle must go on - and for two very good reasons. Oﬁe
is that life-skills such as problem solving, decision making, good mannqs,
commumcatlon and mter-personal sknlls are being hlghly valued in

sagacity to perceive fhis sign
seen the light of day. s

Committee, by letting theites
basis to disseminate a il
on various issues,

person that g

gfason why this bt riu go on is an equally
ls such as ours do not see themselves as agents
, as pro-active components of the society in
€n we are, | am sorry to say, hard put to justify our
why, we, as a school, have taken on a crusade against
ance abuse, with seminars, workshops and street theater.
dhary of class 12 and his associates have indeed produced
ely enlightening feature film on this subject. We have
ly adopted a Municipal school, and are doing sterling work
¢ mentally and physically challenged at Karuna Vihar, Raphael
heshire Home.

One of the most heartwarming sights in the world is to see our

mommg full of entertainment and fun and servmg them lunch. It is no
co-incidence that the Governor thought it fit to assign us the role of
being the coordinating agency for fund raising for Tsunami relief. Even
as | speak to you our children are engaged in a massive fund raising drive
for the victims of the J&K earthquake. Our boys have participated in
Round Square Projects in Nagapattinam and in Chakrata where indeed
we spearheaded the effort. It is in this spirit that we have dedicated our
entire exhibition to the theme ‘Dehra Dun’.

1 would like to think that we are proud of being Welhamites not
because we enjoy some peculiar nostalgia when we walk through its
portals, not because we suffer from some narcissistic obsession about
that identity, but because we are able to reach out and make a difference.

Before | end I can only say that our achievements, if any have
been made possible because of the unstinting effort of the entire Welham
Boys Community- The BOG, the staff (faculty, administrative and
support) and of course the students who with their enthusiasm and joi-
d’verve, make our lives worthwhile. I consider myself fortunate to have
such a wonderful support system around me. And it is my considered
belief that it is the dedication, loyalty and enterprise of this support
group that will make, and is making, Welham a name to reckon with.
Thank you.
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The Ambiguity of Music

In the course of my holidays, I had the good fortune
to possess a Led Zepplin double CD. Besides the
inimitable guitar solos of the legendary Jimmy Page, |
was struck by the lyrical genius as reflected in ‘Stairway
to Heaven'.

I discovered that, like Led Zepplin, many other
great musicians in the history of music had very misleading
lyrics veiled in a manner which gave the impression of a
simple love song. Lucy in the Sky of Diamonds by The
Beatles is a song about an LSD trip. One song that
inspired me in such a manner that no other song could
was ‘Stairway to Heaven’. It evoked my admiration to
such a great extent that I couldn’t help talking about it
for days. I carried out my own little ‘research’ on the
‘hidden meaning’ of the song and I discovered it was
one that was expanding on the principles of the aesthesis,
wrapped in a veil which leads the listener to believe it is
a song to the glory of God. It is rumoured that the song
when played backwards has satanic messages in it, so
an anti-God association was stamped on the song. Robert
Plant believes that there is no such thing as a ‘stairway
to heaven’, that all the theories regarding salvation and

nirvana are just the false blabbering of so called saintly
men. He talks a number of times about a lady ‘buying’ 4.

stairway to heaven, indicating how this certain stal

to heaven is popular all over and how the rich bu )

but one can’t help but admire the creativity as expi

in his lyrics. A certain verse mesmerized me and I3

like to share it with the readers. ‘
‘And it’s whispered that soon, ﬁ“
If we all fall the tune, '

confused group who are contemplatin
an enchanted ‘stairway to heaven’ a

inds, they are
gieve they are on

the ‘Stairway to Heaven’, according to Robert Plant they

have essentially been even more misled by the ‘piper’.
Of course, 1 may be wrong!

- Adhiraj Sen

IX-B

Cardiovascular Training

Aerobic activities help to strengthen the hearé
increase lung capacity and burn “FAT” calories. Vaty
your aerobics activity. Cross training gives your mmd
and body something to continue to work at. Less chanu

}gour aéioia;e

less than @&)@%ﬁ’ week andas

then believe it and challenge it from time to
time, The “1” is the rate at which you are at complete
:The “10” is the rate at which you are breathless. In
z’gérobic activity you will typically be between 5-8 on
& scale. It is all right and actually recommended to do
ifterval training to where you reach between the 8-10

*.20n the same scale for short bursts. We call this getting

uncomfortable. Many changes can occur when

¢ challenging yourself aerobically on 1-2 times a week

during your aerobic activities.
Dietary Plan

1. 20 glasses of water throughout the day.

2. 1 cup of black tea with 3 teaspoons of black pepper
powder and half lemon (no sugar or milk) before
aerobics.

3. Breakfast- one cup of tea without sugar, 2 slices of
brown bread, fresh fruits (no banana or grapes), one
large bowl of sprouts.

4. Lunch- 2 rotis, one small bowl of vegetable (no
potato), one small bowl of dal, salads.

5. Evening snacks- one cup of tea (no sugar) with lemon
and black pepper, fresh fruits (no bananas).

6. Dinner- 1 plain roti, 1 boiled egg, 1 small da/ bowl,
salads.

- Pushpendra Dabral
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Oliphant Focus

“Sare Jahaan se achha yeh Hindustan hamaara.....”

It’s the time of the year again when all Indians forget
their mutual differences and together sing songs of national
integration. It’s the only time apart from the India vs. Pakistan
cricket match that the whole of India unites on a common
stand.

It is also the day when one wonders...what if? What
if the British had not come? Would India have been a world
player? Or for that matter...would there have been any
India???

It is also the day when bitter diatribes of the British
rule are fed into young minds. Pseudo-secularists take this
opportunity to declare their heroes and villains of the
Jreedom struggle. How many of us are aware of the benefits
of the British rule? How many of us care about the sacrifices
made by the people of Mahatma Gandhi and Jinnah’s
generation?

The first task for all of us is to find out what
independence really means and how to use it correctly.

Return of Animal Farm
(desi style)

Lately, there had been much silent activity on

Animal Farm. Different groups which had formed over -

the past few days were seen huddled around here and
there, hushing each other the moment anothej
approached. The horses, Rani and Chetak, along with
Prithvi the donkey could be seen hanging aroundnear
the barn. The goats and the sheep, led by Salim
seen regularly, immersed in heavy discussion out onthe
grazing pastures. Bemg an ageing and wise g"’ ‘

of the animals could live under |
inconsiderate pigs anymore. Led b
the prize hog; these pigs had gone
promised in the Beginning,. '

It all began when Pastings h;
Pig of all Animal Farm. At first,
the rest of the animals, as lo

to get worse.

Sayeera’s three pupp;
when she had just whelpe
strong and sturdy, bein
reign of terror upon t
three pillars upon which

ngs to subject a
s. They were the
$ unjust activities.

Chetak, who was undisputedly the most
hardworking animal on the farm was respected by all
his comrades. However, Pastings had now begun to take
advantage of Chetak’s willingness to help and had
reduced him to a mere labourer, often even cutting his
ration of oats, saying that his work had not been
satisfactory.

Moreover the animals had found out from the
sparrows, that Pastings had been seen secretly selling
off their food for milk and apples for the pigs. It anger@
the animals greatly to know that what they toiledy day
and night to grow w3

L0 narrelzamongs ﬁ

! Eef WOFSG ant&gﬁdﬁﬁi} everyone,

{tmx? ,6nly way to end this was to get rid of the
Ybﬁcome free of their tyranmcal rule

o Ik

ffﬁlined would help reduce the workload of the
amgla]s as all tasks would be mechanically taken care
, ,At first, the animals were intrigued and excited and
ladly offered their support. However, things began to
et sneaky when Pastings started carrying off the young
able workers on the farm, and locking them up in the old

-tin shed. He claimed they were helping with the windmill,
ut not everyone believed him.

Word had got out that inside the old shed, work
was going on to build a food processing machine. This
would enable Pastings to sell all the food on the farm
directly into the market. The animals were now seething
with fury. They could take no more of the pigs’ injustice,
the lies, the deceit; and were almost at a point where
their emotions were about to boil over.

Something had to be done. The pigs had to be
taken care of.

One fine morning, Boltu, the little porker who
claimed to be Pastings’s public announcement service,
came up to the workers in the shed and informed them
of his Highness’ decision to sell all the workers for meat;
and trade them for newer, more able and efficient humans
from the neighbouring farms. The entire Animal Farm
was shocked by the decision and were sure that this
was it, the last straw. They could bear it no longer.
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The time had come, and the animals were ready
to seize it by the horns. Literally. Mangal, one of the
younger, more rebellious worker goats, was the first to
start. Lowering his dagger like horns, he rammed into
the dogs guarding the gate of the shed, and ran out, the
cest following him.

The news spread like wildfire. Soon all over Animal
Farm, it had begun. The different herds which had
quarreled earlier had now come under the old horse,
Chetak.

The uprising had begun, a struggle for freedom;
the first of its kind, ever on Animal Farm. . .the year 1857.

- Kartik Vishwanath

Shanti

Nine years of civil war in Nepal have cost over
11,000 lives and established a pattern of calculated and
deliberate war crimes by both the state and Maoist rebels.
By most estimates, civilians account for the majority of
the deaths as the two sides, both lacking widespread
public support, treat the rural population brutally. Civilians
are frequently dealt with as if they were combatants,
violently coerced into supporting sides or murdered as
alleged informers. The army’s response has frequently
been to fire on groups of children, arrest and mistreat
juvenile prisoners and bomb suspicious gatherings at
school buildings.

Since the breakdown of the last round of peace

talks in August 2003, an average of over eight people -
have died every day due to the conflict, which maynow '

be the most lethal war in Asia. The rebels have ma e
steady progress against the poorly motivated army and
now exercise control over around 80% of Nepal’s

territory, with the government’s authority largely confined
to urban areas. Despite the gravity of the crisis, Nepal’s
war has been slow to attract international attention. The
crude tactics employed by King Gyanendra since he
seized power, have led to greater scrutlny and external
pressure. , ~
The Maoists argue that a substanq

a small number of politicians. The
from the social elite and- widely:sex
incompetent and mdlfferenfj’ Jif ide the capital.
The escalation came at th”'en‘ of:2001. In June that
year King Gyanendra canp» he fhirone following the
shooting of his brother, ngBlrei?ara, and other members

of the royal family by Prince Dipendra. The massacre
had an enormous impact on the course of the war.
Gyanendra proved a more aggressive king than his
brother. As the war escalated, Nepal’s infant democracy
began to crumble. . Nepal was trapped in a three-way
power struggle between discredited democrats, the
Maoists and the palace.

As the war has progressed the Maoists have
forfeited most of the support they once enjoyed by their
brutality and destructiveness. A widely shared
assessment among villagers in Maoist areas is that “by
force, 95% of peqetesupport them, but only 5% support
them through chpice=dst Maoist fighters and militia
are young men ang# 4 in their teens and early 20s.
In some districts peopte”are recruited on the basis of
one child per famxly Where no boy is available a girl is
demanded. . . ;

Abus committed by the state largely involve
reckless and criminate firing on alleged Maoists and
the |||egaldetentnon and Killing of suspects. In both cases
the vwﬁms ‘often prove to have been innocent civilians,
vnllagelfs who have been coerced into assisting the rebels
(forexample by providing food and shelter). There have
been ftequent instances of helicopters dropping bombs

g

‘bnto schools and vil lages where the Maoists are present

ling to civilian casualties, and villagers often take
ovér when helicopters pass overhead. Though the
aoists and the Nepalese government have now

-'fd_eélared a cease fire and are moving towards peace
. ",’,ta'lks, this peace may be only temporary as the Maoists
-have walked out of three such peace talks.

To a country like Nepal independence means
something completely different. Peace is what the
people want, and they don’t care who gives it to them.
As long as they don’t have to live in fear of every waking
day, they are satisfied with whoever is in power.

- Kushal Shrestha
XII - Hum

Word War

Was Gandhi really what we make him out to be? A
Mahatma or a flawed genius?

No matter what anyone might say about the
significance of Gandhi in the independence struggle, it is
well known that it was Gandhi who had contributed
enough for him to be called ‘Mahatma’. It must take
tremendous strength of conviction and intelligence to
influence the mind of many. John Ruskin’s book
influenced Gandhi’s concept of soul-force as a substitute
for physical force and changed him as a person. It
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brought ‘an instantaneous and practical transformation’
in his life. From Ruskin, Gandhi learnt that the good of
the individual is contained in the good of all. That the
lawyer’s work has the same value as the barber’s, all
have the same right of earning their livelihood. Leo
Tolstoy manifested independent thinking, profound
morality and truthfulness. The ideals of ‘resist not evil’
and nonviolence struck deep chords with Gandhi. He
began to mould his life according to the ideas of Tolstoy.
He learnt civil disobedience fiom Thoreau. But, while
Thoreau believed in individual action and protests, Gandhi
considered civil disobedience the last resort, and conveyed
his respect for law. Like Thoreau, he believed people
had the right to disobey unjust laws. But that they should
gladly go to jail when they break such laws. Studying
various philosophies, religions as well as contemporary
history, Gandhi was exposed to numerous influences,
From here developed Gandhi’s concepts that gave a
nation the power to fight for its freedom.

His political actions were directed towards
attaining power which, according to him, should not be
concentrated in the hands of a few but disseminated
among the masses. This concept was deeply imprinted

in the mass psyche and played a significant role in the

isolated uprisings that were a vital part of the Indian

freedom struggle. Interestingly, though Gandhi accepted

the traditional injunction to revolt against a corrupt politic
authority, he also developed the tradition furthefb
introducing Satyagraha a unique means of contrad{ ]

authority by avoiding violent manifestation of-afm
warfare.

Gandhi in 1930 is another political landmag
history. The massive exploitation of India’s ¢
human resources had compelled Gan
Purna Swaraj (absolute independenc
British government had paid no heed

are a fundamental proof of Gand
leader.

roles in national

regeneration and pol , these could not

encompass the bulk of the population in the country. There
was no ‘serious politics’. “Politics begins where the
masses are”. Thus Gandhi can be nghtly attributed the
credit for introducing ‘serious politics’ in this country

There was a feeling that Gandhi was too
idealistic. That non-violence would not work.

But he succeeded in launching some of history’s
major non-violent movements. Gandhi emphasizeg
subsistence over abundance, and felt that the stage §
overabundance for all would not be reached for a Igg@

pressure but the pre
who disagreed with

{. o Gandhi, his fasting was, in his own
e kind of coercnon which Jesus exercised

fi';avay so as to change the psyche of the masses.
body who desires to follow his path has to
derstand his methods, his strategies and acquire
ething of his courage and faith. Gandhi’s simple
estyle was reflective of his higher state of mind and
ie unsurpassed spirit of self-sacrifice.
‘ Fifty-eight years after Gandhi’s death, here I am,
concluding a piece on Gandhi, though it is difficult to
confine Gandhi to alphabetical expressions.
Jai Hind
Pratik Singh
XlI-H
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Although, it would not seem right to supposedly
split hair over Gandhi’s strategies and campaigns, and
appear to belittle a man of such epic dimensions, great
men of action who perform great deeds, do commit great
mistakes.

And there is no wrong in pointing these out. It is a
Gandhian duty in a sense, as he equated truth with God.
To say that it was Gandhi who liberated India from
colonial rule would be saying too much.

Around the time that India achieved her
independence in 1947, scores of other imperial colonies
celebrated their freedom. It was the historical events
and their consequences that gave India freedom on the
15" of August, 1947. After World War II, which the
British and its allies won against the fascist power of
Germany, Italy and Japan, they were still totally drained
of their wealth and resources and thus incapable of rulmg
other countries. :

Also, the turbulent condition —the communal nOts
— which forced the British to depart in haste, was not of
Gandhi’s making, but had in fact occurted desplte his
best efforts.

I’m not saying that Gandhi had no contnbutlon
but | am saying that we should not ignore the efforts of

the great leaders of the pre- Gandhian era, like Gokhale

Lala Lajpat Rai, Tilak etc. What’s to say, that India wo
not have gained independence through the actions og
moderate leaders of the Congress who believeds
constitutional reforms.

Since | have already determined the

scene, the only major constitutional devel
the Act of 1935, over a period of 20 years
venture to say Gandhi’s two mass movem
and the Civil Disobedience Movement, ha
the constitutional developments alre
Perhaps such a peaceful process migh

lives.
One of the greatest mist
severely criticized, was the sug
Cooperation Movement in |
closest associates and the I

pf the Non
f Gandhi’s
as well, felt
may filled one

ically the whole
ay be politically

“The drastic rey
aggressive programme

“were

unsound and unwise, but there is no doubt that it was
religiously sound.” But the millions who took part in the
movement had responded to a political agenda, not a
religious one. The careers of the thousands who had left
their studies and government jobs were ruined. All these
sacrifices were offered for a political cause. The religious
aspect was confined to Gandhi alone. So was it fair for
Gandhi to treat an entire country as a laboratory to teg
his religious beliefs? Further, the incident at Chayf
Chaura was not simply a case of mob violence. It
the policemen who had been unjust and cruel in hyg

a-and only a saint could have

On the arrest d
freedom fighter

demonstra ;

th the Vlceroy was reached, Gandhi
excluded the case of the Garhwal Rifles

e{'s an order to fire breaks the oath he has taken,
ders himself guilty of criminal disobedience.”

# Since the whole point of the Civil Disobedience
bvement was a deliberate ‘disobedience’ of the law,
Bandhi’s reaction is one I fail to understand. Further,
his was an act where Hindu soldiers had refused to

¥ shoot Muslim demonstrators. And yet, the apostle of

ahimsa condemned this unique act of non-violence. I
am sure he had his reasons, and I'm sure they were
justified but it is difficult to explain something like this to
his ‘beloved masses’.

It was Gandhi’s firm belief that only when Hindus
and Muslims unite, could the question of independence
be put forward.

He constantly talked of Ram Rajya, made repeated
references to the Gita and narrated episodes from the
great Indian epics to make his point. His prayer meetings
accompanied by the chanting of Ramdhun and other
bhajans had a distinctly ‘Hindu flavour’. Although the
Koran and the Bible were also read at these meetings,
his rituals did not neutralize their dominant Hindu
appearance.

Gandhi has been gone for more than half a century.
What do we have today that reflects even remotely, his
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values and aspirations? Of course, even though we have

Harijan Sevak Sanghs, Khadi and village industries and

others, they are merely crumbling memorials as symbols
of our lip service to his memory.

Much more than his heroic struggle, it was

Gandhi’s holy living, his character, his constant striving

to attain knowledge of God that made him a Mahatma.

- Kartik Vishwanath

XII - Hum

L Was the British Rule beneficial for India? ]

OVYes
HNo

WELHAM PIE

Yes: 25 No: 13
Yes: 29 No: 19
Yes: 17 No: 27
Yes: 16 No: 18
Yes:9 No: 20

Class XII:
Class XI:
Class X:
Class IX:
Staff:

British rule in India:

Nikhil Bansal - They were the years of dark

Pratik Agarwal - Impoverishment, humiliation
down-trodden.

Vanshaj Agarwal - Painful development
Abhineet Kanodia - Evolution of Indig

Ms. Indrani Talukdar - Acquiring
India. ' Z

Rasik Goyal - 200 years of Br
we calla united India.

Monish Khera They camej
a third world country

Kushugra Prasher -

language, the postal servj
more can we ask for? £

Augﬁ'st. Famous

Monthly Quiz

QI. What is the name of the space rocket recently
launched by India which failed it’s tests? '
Q2. Who has directed the new Happydent advertisement,
which is the most watched ad in India? o
Q3. Who was the US President who authorized thg
dropping of the atom bombs on Hiroshima & Nagasalg
Q4. Who.won the German F1 Grand Prix 20067 4
Qs. Whatlscomm tweenthemovnes E.T., Mt
and the Indlana N :

QG.A fam ous m W@

Ihe answers to the last issue's quiz are...

nsl. Aamir Khan.

Ans 2. Raj Kumar.

Ans 3. The ‘Wardrobe Malfunction’ was in the news because
some of the clothes worn by models came off during the
Mumbai Fashion Week.

Ans 4. For his achievements in the game of golf.

Ans 5. DMK stands for Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
and its is headed by Karunanidhi.

Ans 6. Amartya Sen’s latest book is titled ‘Identity and
Violence’.

Ans 7. Ela Bhatt is an actvist for women rights. She started
the organsization called SEWA (self employed women’s
association)

Ans 8. Arjun Singh has introduced a bill for reservations for
OBGC:s in higher educational institutions.

Ans 9. Zinedine Zidane.

Ans 10. Mr. Rao.

The Domino’s pizza for the last issue’squiz was

won by Abhijit Choudhary of class 12.
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Head-butts Kicks and boxes

Mr. Kandpal Mr. Basu

Hostels I.T lab

Golf Horse-riding

Omkara haircuts John Abraham’s locks
Love notes Phone booth

Firewall security Guardwell security

Through the Keyhole

Aman Verma during the outing (heights of stinginess): . & -
Auto bhaiya, Astley Hall tak Iift de do.

Mr. Yadav: Sheriff, you eat so much, yet you don’t gain -
weight. ' o He 4t to all girls’
Manishek: Sir, actually there are insects in his stomach. schoolsd age pigeon TI& s the only person
®an bring a smile across a gloomy
e Cupid for some and ‘Narad® for the
i Wall forms of communication fail, he is the
§for all Devdases

: guessed it right. The dude of this month
@Ulfedly is Daya, the man behind the ‘Welham Postal

s’.

¥ Every morning, without fail, he sits in the Despatch
ice, and carefully separates the letters from across
LOC and the ‘Town’ of Hope from those that come
om our loving mothers.

If you want your report card to reach late or your
love note to be handed out personally, then Daya is the
man you are looking for.

As August has been the trickiest month of the
year, with socials and Rakhi very near to each other,
Daya has been the man in demand.

So before opening your letter say your prayers. Don’t
be so sure as to what lies inside!!!!

Ringside View

In the festive atmosphere in Germany, millions of
fans watched as the largest sports event on earth, the
FIFA World Cup ended in a surprising manner. All
speculation and predictions that had been going on for
months proved to be of no consequence as Italy emerged
surprising but surely deserving champions the World
Football. The hype that surrounded England proved to
be worthless. The flair which Brazil had always shown

Mrs. Tara Sharma to class X - The river is
contaminated with water.

After Mr. Lahiri’s talk about the importance of the English
language, Tushar Saini to his classmates — 1947 se pehl
angrez maarte the, 1947 ke baad angrezi maarti hg

Ever Wonder Why

1. It rains heavily all night long and stops ex
minutes before P.T.?

2. The Bursar wears sport shoes with form

3. Everybody starts going to the gym, a
socials? ;

Ketters for M Lahiri
S




r3 STy I oy

-~ A o2, S A
A

in the past was missing. Then there was the much talked
about Ronaldhino who turned out to be the biggest
disappointment. Zidane once again inspired the French
team to the finals but the head-butting incident wasn’t a
great way of ending such a great career. The head-butting
incident involving Zidane and Materazzi has raised many
questions for all of us. There is no doubt that Zidane was
wrong but what Materazzi did was not right either. This
A\ has brought to light the
hidden, yet ugliest part
— of sport,

true spirit and respecting the op
than winning or losmg

television, the Welhamltes rewrned,farlng to g
field to try out their newly acqulred,skllls withs
For the tenth and the twelfth heWever these ¢&8

preparation for thgn'
have been going stron;
been causmg ‘dls' 7 d
e to gef a full-strength §

yed so far due

A part of the game? Can
a player make rgmatks E

viral fever that has plagued the school for some time
now. The first friendly match was against a local club
in which we lost 2-1. A stronger side played the second
match against the Carman School thrashing them by
5-1. With fewer tournaments to play this time, I hope
that the team practices hard and does the best it.can.

An innovation took place in the sporting arena
of the school this time. a league system has been starteg
for the Inter-House football competition. This has begs
done in order to increase participation and create

—] ‘provocation’. Has

®he international sporting scenario, there
's for the Indian cricket fans as Sachin is
e his return to international cricket. Federer
s his dominance on grass courts while Nadal
es to chase him. Schumacher is back to his

PSRRI ng ways which has certainly forced Alonso to be

cerned even though he is still in the lead for the F1
iver’s championship by ten points. The doping
harges on Floyd Landis, the winner of the Tour de

France and Justin Gatlin, one of the fastest sprinters

in the world, have shocked the entire world. It just
goes to show how all your efforts go in vain when you
are disgraced because of doping. One moment you
are a hero for all to admire and the very next you turn
into a villain condemned by everyone.

- Chirantan Singh
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