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Think About It...

We must be the change, we wish to see.

Editorial

I do not believe that an Indian is defined in terms
of religion. This country is dominated by Hindus. But
does that make being a Hindu equal to being an Indian?
And if you are not a Hindu are you in any way not a
‘real’ Indian? Is there any difference between
Bharitayata and Hindutva? These questions need to be
answered as they define the rift which divides Indian
Polity.

India has fallen prey to political parties based on
religion, caste and regionalism. A sea-change was
expected to come about in respect of communalism in
independent India but nothing of that sort happened.

Both before and after independence, politicians
have exploited caste and religion to attain their goals
without a thought to the result. The ‘intelligent and
independent’ junta follows whatever gibberish they utter.

I felt utterly ashamed of being a Hindu when I
learnt about the 1984 Sikh carnage and the dreadful
Gujarat riots. Whenever we take a step forward towards
development, communalism takes us ten steps backward.

The mixing of religion with politics has gone to
such an extent that some people feel that their social and
economic interests are mutually antagonistic, incompatible
and hostile with people of a different religion. I fail to
understand why Islam is always shown to be related to
violence when the Koran never speaks ofit.

I may sound an atheist or a cynic when I say that
we take religion too seriously. Farmers depend on God
for rain and famines, droughts and natural disasters are
believed to be caused by sins committed by humankind.

- Mahatma Gandhi

Some say that religion is nothing but faith We
may define faith as a firm belief in something for which
there is no evidence. Where there is evidence no one
speaks of faith. We do not speak of faith that two and
two make four and that the earth is round. We only speak
of faith when we wish to substitute emotion for evidence.

Most of us humans remember God only when we
are in need or suffering from pain. There are those who
even negotiate with God. “If you help me pass my exams,
I will donate moneyto...”

It is extremely depressing to hear the Railway
Minister say that it is the dutv of Lord Vishwakarma to
ensure the safety of passengers and not his.

When we need to focus on the pitiful state of the
poor we waste time by relating religion to ‘Vande
Maataram’. We will remain indifferent to our social and
economic problems but the moment somone savs
something about our religion which we do not want to
hear we will be ready with a stick and a gun. Itisa very
dangerous world our elders are handing over to us and
we should begin to clean the dust at the grass-root level.

But Oli feels proud to say that we at Welham (or
perhaps at any Public School) do not make a distinction
between friends on the basis of religion. We do not
befriend someone if he is a Hindu, Muslim, Christian.
Sikh, Parsi or a Buddhist. And the reason is that this is
what Public Schools are all about.
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Welham Now

* The Inter-House Independence Day Quiz was held
on 12™ August. Ganga House emerged as the winner
with Krishna being the runners-up.

*  On 14" August, a workshop on study skills was or-
ganized for classes X and XII.

* Zubin Nautiyal stood first and the school choir stood
third in the Milestone Talent Search held at St.
George’s College, Mussoorie, on 19" August.

* A talk on Future studies in the United States was de-
livered on 21* August by the USEF.

* Awijit Paliwal and Adhiraj Sen participated in Dr.

* The school team won the friendly soccer
the Old Boys held qn 20" August.

at the 2™ Roun
and has qualifi
* Pandit Ajay P
mance on 6% Se '

Subsequent to Mr. Vikram Chopra’s depétt

Sunil Tandon has joined the Welham Community as
AO, on 15" September. Mr. Tandon, a proficient
basketball player, has Captained the Indian Team on
many occasions. We wish Mr. Tandon a long and
happy stay at Welham.

* The school stood second in the Inter-School English
Elocution Contest at Welham Girls’. Zoravar Jamwal
stood second in the individual event and the Junior
School stood first in the group event.

* A new Reverse Osmosis plant with a bigger capacity
than the older one has been installed at Bethany.

W.O.B.N

To all Ex-Welhamites (Students & Teachers)
ABOUT THE WEBSITE ( www.wobs.in )

Mahbub-ul-Haq Inter School Enghsh Debate held:at:

It is with a great deal of excitement that I would
like to inform all of you that the website of The Welham
Old Boys’ Society is finally up. The complete credit for
this goes to Sandeep Sawhney (Batch 1991 Ganga
House) who has put in a lot of hard work and his valu-
able time to have this site up and running. We all owe
him a big THANKS.

I would request each one of you to please regis-
ter on the site (www.wobs.1n) immediately, if not already
done. As of today we already have over 180 persons
who have registered on this site, which is quite good
consndenng that it has been less than a week since the
tually up. But we still have a long way to go.
.act as a great platform for us.to be in
touch with old vand have information on the where-
abouts of ex-Welhamuites:“As a society it will help us to
gain information about our metbers and also to keep all
of you updated with events being organized by the soci-

e if you have not
\ ex-Welhamites

of us takmg a keen interest
We, on the executlve are

present for this evening. Please brmg along your spouses
/ girlfriends / children along to make this event a greater
success. We plan to surprise you a little with some spe-
cial invitees subject to confirmations from them. I as-
sure you that it will be a very enjoyable evening. Details
for this event are also mentioned on the website and
contact persons are mentioned below for any clarifica-
tions that you requirc. WE WOULD GREATLY AP-
PRECIATE IF YOU COULD CONFIRM YOUR PAR-
TICIPATION ON THE WEBSITE (www.wobs.in)
Founder’s Day celebrations: 03 - 05** NOVEM-
BER, 2006

The Founder’s Day celebrations are scheduled for 03¢
- 05™ November, 2006. We plan to have an Old Boys
Dinner on the school premises on the 04th November,
2006 and the AGM would be held, tentatively, on 5 No-



srame.

sl

vember 2006 morning. We will also try and fix some

matches with the school teams.
Nikhil Kriplani

(President, WOBS)
Contact Persons:
Nikhil Kripalani -
Lokesh Vashisht -
Prashant Kochar -

Letters to the Ed...
Dear Ed,

The latest issue of “The Oliphant™ was a delight to
read. There has deﬁmtely been a rlse in the standard of

+91-9810043900
+91-9818212501
+91-9897007000

really deserve a commendable pat on your Pack fofbrmg-
ing out such a thought provokmg issue.

Kudos to the Board and we hepe that ‘The

T hse Captams
Welham Gzrls School
Dear Captains, : &

It is very heartemng to know that people at your
end appreciate the hatd work put in by the Oli Board, It is

Sfuture. I'm glad that there are youngsters who redlizé the
freedom of choice which was achieved by the undymg ef
forts of our forefathers.
I hope this spirit
India strive to give it the position it deserves.
Oli will try its best to keep enlightening you on more
of important issues. Happy reading!

Write to us at:

The Editor, OR

The Oliphant, E-mail us at:

Welham Boys School, oliphant@welhamboys.org
5, Circular Road,

Dehra Dun - 248001.

A Mesmerising Evening...

Very aptly did our Principal Mr. Lahiri sum up
the evening of 6™ September by saying that two bolts of
lightning had struck Dehra Dun. One that made our sound
system almost unusable and the other was Pandit
Pohanker.

res ot die out and we, tke hetrs to

an artiste of mtematlonal acclalm. He has won many
prestigious awards and has come a fong way since he

had started singing at the tender age of seven
. On the evening of 6™ September. Pandit
Pohanker accompanied by his wife, also a classical singer
in Her own right, kept everyone mesmerxzed for over an
hout:and half. It was an amazing experlence He per-
d manv ragas. He also performed some popular

.:;musw dlrectors
even more heartening to know that the youth does pender

upon the challenges which we will be facing in the near... of i smgmg classical songs. He showed how by the mere

Panditji also taughi the boys various techniques

repetition of a few words, the outcome of songs can

‘drastxcallw change and it can become even more soulful.

- Vanshaj Agarwal
XI - Hum

Comdors of Togetherness

The following short account is an amalgamation
of fact and fiction. Inspired by the vagaries of the
teacher-taught relationship, the passage attempts to
throw light on both sides of this intense and eternal bond.

I still remember that morning, when I was in
school, working on some pending work, when I heard
the ring of the telephone.

A call from WBS: I wasn’t quite prepared for
it

And so, a month later. there I was, in the campus
of this rather world-renowned school. with some stu-
dents entrusted to my care, for me to groom and edu-
cate.
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Are the schools same? The students? How dif-
ferent would it be teaching here? Well, it was very soon
to be found out. “Good morning, Ma’am”, said the stu-
dents, as the HOD introduced me to them. This was the
first time I ever saw Yogesh, the first time Raghav, and
the first time Vasu.

I had no idea what lay ahead. Who would be my
favourite, who would be my fan? Who would try to please
me by bringing background news as to who said what to
whom? Who will smile at me the most? Who would ques-
tion me the most? Who would imitate my way of speech?
How much will our lives entwine with each other? How
much will our lives change, changing each other’s?
first few days passed smoothly,. They usualls
when they get used to you !

their true colour.
“However good: :

course, there wou
adore you, but
checked would’
of 1ts sanctity. ..

Zayed, a stud
me for the ﬁrst t1me

I am Zayed and you?” I had never seen such an over-
ture display of introduction. Nevertheless shaking hands
with him I introduced myself, I didn’t forget to mention,
“Pleased to meet you”, of that brief ceremonial wel-
come as the children were getting familiar with me, so
was their behaviour becoming more dauntless. Some
would engage themselves in talking, a few apparently
completing work. Sometimes they would throw an ex-
aggerated laughter on a ‘not so funny’ joke told by me.
For me a natural, untamed behaviour was preferred to
forcibly make anyone learn.

They were young, energetic and affectionate I
saw innocence in their rebellions. More than half the
age of mine, they had not half the acumen to judge who
is who, what is what.

Sometimes the boys appeared innocent, sometimes
brats. As the middle bars of the scales I never got a
chance to be stable even for a second. The pans invari-
ably oscillated either this or that side. Whatever they
did, whoever they were, they were mine — my little
friends. It mattered not how they saw me, but how I
saw them.

But then, students were young; they didn’t know
how to judge. They had no dexterity to distinguish what’s
good for them and what only seems to be. That bitter
pills were more beneficial for them sweet confectionery
rolled in honey and sugar. Their raging spirits either only
€ who didn’t agree with them, or unneces-

bodv in front, nobody behind,
{ d they - in the centre of
y Raghav was angel,
divine, Rohit a symbol of energy and Yuvraj an epitome

ignore the ever rising Sensex.

We believe that India is on the verge of turning
into a superpower. A dream which is realistic according
to all our politicians. Adream which is nothing more than
an illusion for the rest of the country.

Yes, in a country where 25% of the population is
unaware of the word “electricity”, we talk about surplus
electricity by 2008. In a country where 70% of the
farmers depend on rain for irrigation, we talk about
getting rid of poverty.

Each year new taxes are imposed. Each year the
internal security budget touches new heights. The
Bombay blast says it all. A tragedy which lead to
immense loss of money and more importantly cost many
lives.
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Delhi is host to the prestigious Commonwealth
Games. Plans have been laid down to ‘change’ the city
and make it ready by then. Government sources have
promised proper completion as they have always done
for all development projects, promises that have never
been kept or completed when they were of no value.

The population as been termed as an asset by the
Government. Our HRD minister says that India has the
most ‘capable’ human resource. Hard to believe that
4.11 crore of the most capable human resource of the
world are still waiting outside closed doors for
employment. Even harder to digest that 11 crores of this
so called capable resource are still 1l]1terate

When every hour corru ’

What makes the perfect murder? Are there a few
among us ordmary men x\ho possess a superxor qttel-

cold, cruel yet fngh logical phl]osophles on llfe
and death, set out to murdet
strangling him with a pieég’of rope.

But this 1s not where the story ends. In
only the beginning. After killing the man, they put him
into a wooden trunk in their living room. Then they invite
guests over for dinner immediately, the guest list includes
the man’s parents, his fiancé as well as an ex-lover of
the fiancé. Apart from all of these, they also invite their
old school master, in an attempt to add that eclement of
danger and excitement to the night.

Things appear to go along smoothly till one of the
two friends begins to get jittery and scared of being re-
vealed. Complications ensue, words spill out here and
there, unexpected events take place and unwanted people
arrive.

Filmed entirely within seven ‘takes’, the film is a
tribute to Hitchcock s inimitable style and sophistication.

- The Welham Film Society

fited to the zenit with sins

a man, an acquaintance,

act it i

An Odyssey to ObllVlon

The raindrops slid off my long coat as I limped
along the pavements of the Gariahat Road. 1 almost
stumbled after each step as I was still under the influ-
ence of chloroform and every gasp of breath I exhaled
had enough cvidence for any kind of surveillance to ar-
rest me for consumption of alcohol; my age would not
be an argument for my bail. My back still bled due to the
acupuncture experiment on me and I wouldn’t have been
surprised if a couple of bent or damaged needles still
stuck to my body like blood thirsty leeches. But still that
much physical agony was tolerable as compared to what

a nonchalant manner..
The nostalgia of the hospltat bed, the snobbish
doctor, the sweeper on duty in the mogning at the hospi-
tal, the nurse were still fresh enough tobe ‘flashy” enough
for any psychiatrist if he ‘rummaged’ through my mind.
I \&as too careless at, that moment to picturise the re-
ceptlomst but I was sure that she was a brunette and
could be described as coquemsh hough all such illu-
: 1T still- wanted to serve
fhell § was myself satu-
till Hades wouldn't spare
is crown for me; Gods do not offer résponsibilities to
the:ommon multmlde due to thelr Jealou5\ and pride.
e dim lamps in front of a pub & few vards away

Hadeés in Tartarus, the gates

,‘:assured me | thatf “ould fmd alcohol in there To satlsﬁ

I need not w 1nk at the gatekeeper or act foohsh am1dst
bouncers. Neither was I supposed to be there to enjov
midnight dalliances with the feminine race that wandered
there to sell their bodies temporarily...1 was there to
buy a bottle of whisky. Still I made sure I wore some
kind of cologne and had enough money to fulfil mv need
- alcohol.

Within an hour I stood at the doorstep of the inn -
my shirt sticking to my body and [ had staved away from
enthusiastic couples. I stumbled upon the doormat but
still regained my stand. Though I had lost my steps, 1
started walking down the pavement. [ was sidling down
the pavement and I still had the sensation that someone
was following me...

When [ turned around [ saw a strav puppyv trailing’
me. | picked up the puppy in mv arms and cuddled it.



Then I put it down and let it go on its way. Soon, I was
lost in oblivion and couldn’t control the momentum of
my body. I let myself slip down the railing, into the river.
Half my body was submerged in the water and the rest
floated on the surface. I recollected the order of the day
and then closed my eves as I knew that a steamer would
pick me up in the morning or the waves would carry me
to the shores of Tartarus. ..

- Ayan Mukherjee
X-B

Awakening...

Just like any other school, 1
ties usually begin in advange:
gust was a memorable one Welhamx

munal lines. A E
The show started with amazing dancas perfonned

by boys of the j Jumor school depnctmg one element each:

After the show...

bloodshed and cries followed. Once again, the people
united to help the needy.

This short skit by the junior and middle school
posed a very serious and grave question. Have the Indi-
ans such weak moral fibre that at one moment we hug
each other and after few individuals provoke us, are
ready to slay our own countrymen?

The evening concluded with a song that tried to
instill a spirit of brotherhood amongst the Indians.

- Vanshaj Agarwal
XI - Hum

We Remember...

Every vear Itidependence Day at Welham makes

This year too the cream on the ‘¢ake was added by the
smiles of the children from the mumc1pal school which
we have adopted.

[ndependence means far more at Welham than

thev gave their heart and soul s ﬂessly to the country's
purpose.

There was a special balloon bursting competition
for the children from the municipal school which they
enjoyed thoroughly...never wanting the joy that thev
were cherishing so much, to end!

There is a spark of thankfulness and love in their
eyes which prompts one to realize that put amongst any
of the so-called upper classes and given the opportunity,
they would have been no different than ordinary high-
society primary school children.

With the games ending we also witnessed several
‘bouts’ of singing from various members of the commu-
nity. This year also saw Mr. Chander Singh retire and
the school donate a cheque of rupees one lakh to Mr.
Jai Prakash, a member of the support staff who has lost
his house and belongings in a recent flash flood.



The lunch on Independence Day is the most im-
portant event of the day, though I personally pity the

cooks, who have to bear the brunt of the msatlab]e hun-
ger of the Welhamites (teachers'iricluded)‘

Allinallit wasa wonderful expenencc for those
involved in the actlvmes and at least a subconsc10us ‘one
for the ones who are /not - very much mterested ! Llfe Is
a journey and refuellmg statlons like these do: maks ita
worthwhile one before we reach our ultimate: desti
tion. R ; 3
Sudipt Junefa

XI = Comm

Life...

Through the years of this long road,

I have lived but just one mode;

The mode is the painful, tearful life,

This “life” of ours which is full of strife... ...
The “life” will you the best it can
But it is this dangerous creature-man,
Who’s taking away its legs and hands,
So life cannot stand like man stands. .. ..

It all begins with you as a child

When you arc not mild but are wild,

Living your life to the top of your heart,

The real life where, is hardly a part. ..
Slowly and gradually you will grow up,

65 The Oliphant 7

The truth vou will know which was hidden since
you Were a pup.
The truth about the world of todav.
The world which is no longer gav.

This world which has fallen down,

Has completelv devoured every town:

The world which God for us had found,

The world which earlier in love was bound .
Evil and terrorism rules every strect.
Every strect is celebrating evil's treat:
Good has been lost in some unknown place,
Too ashamed it 1s to show its face....

-0 you can se¢ hear and touch,

To destruct, we have done so much:
Let’s rebuild this place brigk by brick
And yeah. . that will do the trick!!
The trick to find our lost good,
The trick to uncover honesty’s hood:
Let’s join our hands and begin the task to be done:
And then, mv friends, we will-have some fun!
- Jaskunwar Singh Kohli
VI - A

Tension

“I have to pack my: clothes complete my

,:vhomework and class work ang after that I have to catch
" up with my pending work. Oh my God! I have to polish
., my“brush._no, polish my. shoes, brush my teeth and

aaaaargrgghhhh! Only one Sunday: to do all this!
1f you find \ourscif in a simular situation. then vou

G ae m tens:on

" Tensioni isa mixture of anger sadness mixed with
frustratlon and decorated with hopelessness. Evervone
wishes to get rid of their tensions. I will not tell you how
to do so. What would life be without tension?

I am dead sure that vou would not have thought
of this until right now ... earlier vou were too busy cursing
it. When vou have tremendous amounts of work left to
do and vou do it (by hook or by crook). a sense of
satisfaction three times greater than vour tension creeps
into your heart (mathematically proved). You feel as if
vou have dropped a blue whale off vour back and vou
feel elated. You cherish the moment of peace like a poor
child cherishes his first ice-cream.

Imagine if vou had no tension, then would vou be
able to cherish that invaluable moment? Remember when
the world is very happy then it is not happyv at all. Justas
if evervone were superheroes, no one would be
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superheroes. ..
Getting rid of my tension,
- Siddharth Agrawal
IX-B

Ants Day Out

In my room in Ganga House, my bed is near the
window. A week or so after the new term had begun; I
noticed that there were about eight to ten ants on the
window, right next to my bed. I have never been inter-
ested in ants, as a result I never bothered to think of

what to do, and left them as they were , thinking that

thev would go back to where they had come
they did. The next morning; these wi
window. You might say, I was interested:
had therefore bothered to check W hether“

lovely view of )
House. It was whe.
that I noticed :

why but I've always diéhked ants and mos.qun
sure most of you would say “What kind of a b

made me sick I went out to play, thmkmg that now they
would die. To my utter amazement, there were almost
one hundred fifty of them when I came back from
games. They probably found my deodorant very sweet
and it seemed to me as if they had come to say that we
want some more!

I got a little curious as to how the other ants had
come there. I wondered if they could tell each other
where a source of food was like bees can, or do they
find it by accident.

So I tore a page from my register and put it on the
window; and waited for the ants to climb on to it. After
sometime, there were a dozen ants walking on the paper
that I had placed there. I quickly held the paper in my
hands and as fast as possible took it and left it at the
right corner of my room. I wondered if they could find

‘through a small hole that they d come through. I real-

their way back to the window I looked on curiously. When
I left them in the comer, they started heading in all di-
rections. After some time they all formed a kind of single
line and they seemed to follow the ant that was loading
in the front. They looked like a line of soldiers going to
war. | quickly drew the curtains to make sure that the
ants could not see the windows, because I thought they
could probably ‘make’ out the place by seeing it.

I observed them curiously. They had started go-
ing to the other corner of the room and after some time
returned. They kept moving from one corner to another
and I really started getting mad. When I looked at my
ealized that I had been observing the ants for
pened the curtain hoping they would prob-
ably make 1t to theiwindow. They still couldn’t and that
made me go really cra ncluded that thev didn’t
really have any sense of sm “and sight. after all

I was getting restless now so I started ferrving
the ants back to window. When I finished doing so I
noticed that they were all going out of the window

0 the window for they had ex-
‘gefting sejﬁparated from their

Imtmz Hussain Kacho

Teachers

Do you know who is a teacher?
I will describe her as our future.
She is the one who gives us education
She is the one who is full of passion and sometimes our
possession
Such teachers in my school are really wonderful
They tell us about different trends
And treat us like friends.
At last I want to say
They are as bright as a new day
Bringing a new ray of hope everyday
-Ashutosh Agarwal
VIII - A



Olrphant Focus

What is the significance of religion in today’s
world? Is it true that we only think of God when we are in
trouble?

Increasingly, religion, faith and the name of God
are being used by petty, communal minded individuals to
achieve political and economic ends.

Is religion based primarily upon our fear? Is religion
a subjective term or is it a set of documented codified rules
expected to be followed by everyone? While there are many
religions, all worship God. However some find it hard to
digest this statement and keep fighting between each other
to prove that their religion is more superior.

Have we reduced the name of the almtghty to thls 2ol

This needs to be answered by all of s :
Religion has become the greatest ba 1er todax

concerned. It has: tiegn hiorrendously and wrongfully
smeared with the blgod of thousands of innégent® irves
It has been mercilessly raped and shamed in full public
view. What remains is the desire for revenge, a thrrst
for blood, greed and .. ego'

usually end up conclu
religion in the world!”

It is not the teachings of prophet Mohammed that
preach intolerance. There is a set of people who have
interpreted the teachings according to their likings. All
adamant minds bent on erasing the “white west™ and ig-
norant of the true meaning of the Koran.

Islam means to ‘surrender to God’ and its literal
meaning is fed into the unsuspecting minds of voung men.
In socially and economically backward countries educa-
tion of any kind is hard to come by, whether it is school-
ing or about life. Some organizations take advantage of
this and the hatred for the occupying military forces to
lure young people to a supposed path to ‘freedom’ and
to start schooling in ‘madrassas’, where the Koran is
taught in a radical way followed by military training. Ina
couple of years the young minds are cooked to perfec-
tion and ready for consumption for the evil ideas of their
leaders.

The Koran is a wonderful book for a mind with a
conscience, but for minds filled with hatred and lacking
basic education, its verses can be verv dangerous. For
example, one of its verses says,

“Seize him and bind him,

Then burn him in fire,

Then in seventy cubit chain control him,

For he disbelieved in God

And towards the feeding of the hungrv did noth

ing.”
Now imagine a classroom in a Taliban madrassa The
class has an extremist cleric as a teacher and unsus-
pecting boys barcly twelve vears old are listening to him.

‘Here’s what he will say to make the bovs understand

only what is required-of them, “All the people living in
western countries and betonging to any other faith do
not believe in Allah, thus it is our duty to cast terror into
their hearts, seize them, burn them and in doing this we
protect the dignity of the Almighty and make our lives
worthwhile by putting it to his cause!”
= Poor souls, they need to know that God exists in
therusands of forms and that Allah hrmself had asked his
follpwers to be tolerasit of other religrons and by “jihad’
he had meant that peOple should have the courage to be
able to'speak the truth to the oppressor’s face.
Slmﬂarlyﬁxe holy book-also mentions that “Men

.are in charge of women and the hardhiners have taken
The most widely ‘misunderstood relrgron in the‘-':;'

world today 1s Islam The mrsunderstandmg h33 reached::};b bynotallowing them to goto school, to stay in “purdah’,

this in its literal sense too by policing the lives of females

to wear the burkha every time they venture out of the

“house: and through othef untold Miseries.

sl is a beautiful religion: ‘but itis incomprehen-

7 siblé to the drm mmds of evil-doers. As.of now 1t needs

a resurrection of sorts which would include provision of
economic aid, good education to cut the supply of “men’
for religious fanaticism and a lot of love, care and sup-
port, for the world is ‘one big country” now and no one
can afford to run away from the consequences of ter-
rorism.
Perhaps the hard-line clerics should also mention
the following verse to their leaders:
"Enjoin ye righteousness upon mankind
While ye yourselves forget (to practice it)
And ve readers of the scripture!
Have ve then no sense.”
Your war is not worthy unless vou vourselves do not
truly believe in it.
Think about it.
- Sudipt Juneja
Xl - Com



‘The Flght Wlthm

Societies, all over the world today, thrive on ri-
valries. There is competition, jealousy and prejudice no
matter where you look, be it Welham vs. Doon, Hindu
vs. Stephens, communists vs. capitalists or even two male
frogs fighting for the female’s affection.

Jealousv is the most powerful emotion. It has
driven us to such extremes, that peaceful coexistence
has become impossible. Man is, and will remain aggres-
sive by nature. Somewhere, deep within the depths of
the unconscious, this animal urge still lives on. We are in

a constant state of struggle, a struggle amongst ourselves, .

to reach the top push every,

¢ else do

Such is the struggle between our., nefs Each

one feels his own thoughts and ideas’ to be supenor and
does not hesntate to make thxs evndent

to the well being . of soclet\

matter what you beheve in, as long as that behgf allows

vou to carry on with ife with strength and with a clear -

conscience. | say: ‘conscience’, because remfercmg
one’s own beliefs by
taint our conscienc
in shame.

My faith, my ideas, my beliefs belong-tome will
affect me and will shape me, and only me. No one else.

But since nobody understands that, people will
go on fighting for generations to come. The hate will
never leave our souls, and matters will just keep getting
worse till we wipe ourselves out. The fighting will never
stop, so the next time Ms. Universe goes up and de-
clares to the world her quest for world peace.. kindly
turn off vour TV sets!

I know a person, a friend of mine, whom I have
tried hard but failed to classify as religious or irreligious.
According to everyone else, he is a violent, angry, rebel-
lious and confused young man. He professes an intense
dislike for almost everyone around him. Such a descrip-
tion would almost entirely disqualify him from being a
God fearing individual. Yet from what little I know of

declared a rehglous war agamst the"other This society

It is an inversg ratio, this game. Thmk bad feel .- ,
good. But what people fail to understand is that i it -doesn’ t

nmng another will most certamh :

him, he possessed a sincere love and admiration for his
country and his people.

He protested fiercely against any jibes at his
beliefs. He explained to us beautiful and poignant phi-
losophies, with his own touch of hard hitting reality-

Most of all, he was successful in maintaining a
strong set of beliefs, without any hesitation or reluc-
tance, beliefs by which he stood unflinchinglv.

- Kartik Viswanath
XII - Hum

Th_e Minors of the

s can be compared to a
multi-cultural society. Some have fearned to live in peace
and harmony with their nelghbours while some have

\ th nature g_@__d nelghbours Based in the
interiors of the Chinese matnland, Confucianism domi-
nated the philosgphical, ethical and political thinking of
the. people. It emphasized learmng, harmony, modera-
tlon tolerance courtEsv and respect for the past. The

Taoism - It began in China during the fourth centurv
and unlike Confucianism it has many popular Gods. It is
symbolized by ‘yin’ and ‘vang’. the balance of exist-
ence. It has many similarities in faith and beliefs with
Buddhism. The number of followers is considerably large
as the faith is situated in China which has a large popu-
lation.

Zoroastrianism - It was founded in Persia (Iran) in
around 1000 B.C. and is based on a balanced life of
good and evil. Zoroaster was the major prophet and popu-
larized the faith among the Persians and many other
tribes. It got much support from the Persian emperors
such as Darius and Cyrus and was patronized by them.
It is followed in Iran and also in India.
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Baha-i-alla — Based on the worship of one God, the
Bahai faith was founded in Persia (Iran), in the 19* cen-
tury by Baha-u-lla. It can be compared to Islam and is
considered to be one of its branch. Over the vears it has
been fiercely debated. Although much information
couldn’t be gathered about this faith, it is popular among
the Iranian tribes.

These are only some of the minor religions in
this world divided by beliefs. They have been much in-
fluenced by the major ones such as Christianity and Is-
lam and have influenced others themselves. Even though

their number of followers is quite negligible, but still they
have played a major role in some of the great empires

and civilizations.

- Anesh Garung
"~ XI-Hum

Has religion led to more violence than peace?

Class XII:
Class XI:
Class X:
Class IX:
StafT:

Yes: 23 N
Yes: 17 No::16
Yes: 24 No: 17
Yes: 30 No: 5

Yes:12 No: 10

This is what religion means to some Welhamites -

Rasik Goyal - Religion is nothing but faith that takes a
person through all his difficulties because he feels that
there is someone looking over him at all stages of life.
Mrs. Lahiri - Faith.

Sudipt Juneja — Religion today is a shield and a com-
modity, which has lost its original purpose to unite hu-
manity.

Adhiraj Sen - Different religions are different on ac-
count of distortions that have occurred through their his-
tory. but their basic message is the same.

i

Nature’s Diary

Evolution of the Chipko
Movement

In Independent India the mode of non-violent re-
sistance to destructive development was revived as the
‘chipko’ or “Embace the tree’ movement in continuity
with the Indian tradition of restoring conflicts through
non-violent non-cooperation. The *Chipko™ movement can
be traced historically to the drastic changes in forest
management and utilization introduced in India during

. the colonmal period.

With the introduction of the Forest Acts of 1878
and 1927, the access and rights of people to forests were
severely encroached upon. The following vears witnessed
the spread of forest Satyagrahas throughout India as a
protest against the reservation of forests for exclusive
exploitation of the British commercial interests. and its
concomitant transformation of a comimon resource mnto
a commodity. Villages ceremoniallv removed forest prod-
ucts from reserved forests to assert their right to satisfv
their basic needs. The forest Samyagrahas were espe-
cially successful in-the Himalayas, the Western Ghats
and the central Indian hills wherc the survival of the lo-

“,::éavl population was:deeply limked with access to forests.
““Non-violent protests were suppressed by the British.
- Afterenormous loss of life the Sarvagrahis were suc-

cessful in reviving some of the traditional rights of the
village communities to various forest products
. The objective of growth in financial terms contin-

~ ued to direct gontemporary forest management cven in

post-Independence India with greater ruthlessness. since
it was now carricd on in the name of “National interest™
and “economic growth ™. The cost of achicving the growth
was the destruction of forest ccosystems and huge losses
to the nation through droughts and floods. The people’s
response to this deepening crisis emerged as a non-vio-
lent Gandhian resistance called the Chipko Movement.
Beginning in the early 1970s in the Garhwal region of
Uttaranchal. the methodology of Chipko has now spread
to almost all parts of the country including Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka. Orissa, Rajhasthan

Both the carlier forest Satvagrahas and the Chipko
Movement are similar. Both had arisen from conflicts
over forest resources and were similar cultural responscs
to forest destruction. The thing that differentiated Chipko
from the carlier struggles was its ecological basis The
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Chrpko Satyagraha arose from the alarming signals of
rapid ecological destabilization in the hills. Villages that
were self-sufficient in food had to resort to food imports
because of declining food productivity. There was a re-
duction of soil fertility in the forests and water sources
began to dry up as the forests disappeared.

The Chipko movement is still on in contemporary
times since it provides for a strategy of survival not only
for the villages of Garhwal but for all human societies
which are threatening environmental disasters.

The question which that we need to ask ourselves
as individuals is that what is better for us “economic
gromh” or “healthy atmosphere” from which we brea

gans.
“What do forests b r?

The first letter of each Ime of these poems fonn the words
‘Sunday’ I i
‘Schooldays’ A
‘Beckham’ if you read tt downwants

Sunday

Useful day
Never boring day
Day shows you th
At noon [ say
You wake up before the day

- Shubham & Keshav
V-B

Sad days

Class days

Horrible days

On every day tests days

Only study days

Long and bad days

Day and night study days

And no playing days

Yes only working days

Sunday also study day

- Gurmeher & Abhay
V-B

~ and Ramu worked as a cl k in Chanakxa s hotel

Beckham is his name
England is his team

Captain of the team

Kick of the glory he shoots
Hair style is cool

Amazing are his team mates
Man of the future he is

- Arikesh
V- A

A Miser

Once in Jaipur there lived a man named Chanakya.
ery strong and rich but was a miser.

e:day. Chanakya went to the forest for hunt-
‘heard a voice, “Oh sire, please give
me some food [ am very ‘,_ngrv” Chanak\a said, ¢ Wh\

“My name is Ramu, I used to work but my master kllled
my famr]y and tried to kill me but Lescaped”. Chanakya

The next day when Chanak\fa went hunting he

;":ileard a roar and suddenly a trget lumped on hlm But

fortunatel\ Ramu ¢ame and say
hrttmg the trger \\1th a large I¢

Moral - Heart 1S more precrous than moneyv.
: ' - Nitin Kumar

V-B

Thie Poor ‘Man

a fox but as ¢ iardlv asa cat “He was rich enough to
afford fifty bikes at a time. For this reason he was very
proud of himself. His bungalow was ten miles from the
river bank. Near the bank lived a poor man. The proud
man had given a job to the poor man to bring him fresh
juicy mangoes from the trees beside the bank. The poor
man would always pluck some mangoes from the trees
and run across the road for the proud man. He had
promised him that if he brought the mangoes in thirty
minutes, he would pay him double the amount of money
that he would get from a police officer but, cveryday he
found a reason, the mangoes were not juicy or were
raw and sour.

Once the poor man got ill and could not come to
the proud man’s house to give him mangoes. He informed
the proud man from the nearby PCO The proud man
got angry and could not wait for juicy mangoes he saw
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in his dreams. That day the servants were on holiday.
So, he took his guards with him and drove for two hours
and reached the riverbank. He went to the thick trees
when suddenly some outlaws attacked his guards and
surrounded the man. The outlaws asked the man for
enough money to last a year or maybe more. After
obtaining a great deal of money, the outlaws decided to
kill the man because they thought that he would tell the
villagers and thev would come and destroy their small
city. They decided to chop off his head but suddenly
they heard the loud noise of villagers. Soon, the poor
man came with lots of men with him to rescue his master.

Life is like a garden,
Full of roses and tho
Life 1s like a debate
Full of pros and con:
Life 1s like a g
Full of victories:
Life 1s like Halloweért;
Where we get to trick or treat.
Life is like a trek,
Full of fun and risks;
Life is like a castle of happiness,
Built of sorrowful bricks.
Life is like old memories,
Full of joy and sorrow;
Life is like the barter system,
In which we lend and borrow.
Life is like a mountain,
Having a lot of ups and downs;
Life is like the king,
Who prides himself on his crown.
Life is like time and tide,
That do not wait for any man;
Life is like the longest race,
We human beings have ever run.

After he was saved, the proud man was happy with the
poor man and asked him what he wanted for in exchange’

Life is like the path to success,
That doesn’t have an end;
Life is like the bond of trust,
Between two real friends.
Life is God’s greatest gift,
We are His best creation;
Love His loveliest work of art,
The world His most wonderful invention .

Life is everything,
Everything is life;
Life is nothing but a dream,
That’s what life is like.
- Param Shah
VI - C

Dude(s) of the Month!!!

This month has witnessed over fifty people being
diagnosed with typhoid and a large number of them go-
ing home for a free holiday. The aspataal team has had
to work day and night to cure the patients and have done
a tremendous job.

They certainly deserve a pat on their back for
their efforts. Way to go ‘dudes™!!!
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“Dekh tere sansar ki haalat kya ho gayi bhagwan,
Kitna badal gaya insaan”

Today, the world has become modern. The people
have changed, their lifestyles have changed, in fact the
entire world has changed including us Indians. Even
though the western countries have performed much faster,
the mania of modernization has overcome us as well
and has been ‘devouring’ our culture and patriotism ever
since. In our sixty vears of independence we have gone

through an immense change. From ‘Mere desh ki dhartz

sona ugle ' to ‘Tu hi meri shab hai’ and ‘T
our famous slogans of ‘Jai jaw

Day.
The times are.fong gen¢ when. the Indian child
gets up, goes to hlS parents and touches theu‘ feet first.

ots like Jahawar lal Nehru, Mahatma Gandhx Chandra
Shekhar Azad, Subhash Chandra Bose etc. Today just
ask a student,
The prompt reply y you wnll getis, “T'llgo abt‘oad There

nothing left for me¢:in thls country. The country gomg

to the dogs.” :

At the age o
for his country wh
ciding whether to goito. £anada, England | or USA.
what good is 1t? Today India is known across
for its culture and heritage. The foreigners who are ﬂock-
ing to India to look at the famous Taj Mahal, Qutub Minar
etc. want to learn about our renowned culture which we
have forgotten. This is the problem we’ve been facing.
Instead of preserving our culture we are selling it off. Is
that why Bhagat Singh and Chandrashekhar Azad gave
their lives for? They died thinking that they’ll inspire us.
They wanted us to pave the path towards a bright future
for this country, not to sit back and comment on the sad
state of India and do nothing to improve her. This is the
impact that modemnization has had on us. And unfortu-
nately what has happened cannot be changed. We need
to act now. Otherwise our culture will be lost to us for-
ever. ..

enty Bhagat Singh was ﬁghtmg

l;lt

- Param Shah
Vil - C

What will you do when you grow up?”

ay at that age students arezde-::“-r:u

Monthly Quiz

Q1. ‘These days one has to be cautious while writing a
book. It could spell disaster.” Atal Bihari Vajpayee said
these words about a recent controversial book. Name
the book and the author.

Q2. Which creature was responsible for the death of
the famous Australian crocodile hunter Steve Irwin?
Q3. Who is the umpire, who made headlines for accus-
ing the Pakistan cricket team of ‘ball-tampering’?

This.
ace director whp was famous for his movies such as
Golmaal and Anand. ‘Who was he?

Q5. Fabio Cannaravo flippe 1 to Real Madrid after
the World Cup. Which club did ﬁé-._belong to before the
changeover?

week the Indian cinema bade good-bye to an

‘::Q6 What statement by the HR mlmster led to the
fﬁ;much debated ‘Vande Mataram’ 1ssue’

Q7 Why was Maulana Masood Azhar the dreaded

rist in the news recently?

: ch John Wright has
13 expenences Name the book.

Ans 2. Adman Prasoon Joshi has dmected the new Happydent
advertisement.

Ans 3. Harry Truman was the US President who authorised
the dropping of the atom bomb on Hiroshima & Nagasaki.
Ans 4. Michael Schumacher.

Ans 5. They all have been directed by Steven Speilberg

Ans 6. Woodstock Festival

Ans 7. Trevor Berbick was defeated by Mike Tyson, when the
latter became the youngest heavy weight champion.

Ans 8. King Philip II said these words to his son, Alexander
the Great

Ans 9. David.

Ans 10. Abu Bakr.

The Domino’s pizza for the last issue’s quiz was
won by Akhilesh Jung of class 10.
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What's In What's Out Ringside View
Cleaning tables and Detentions

sweeping floors

The ‘Ganju’ Gang The ‘Bushy’ gang

Typhoid Love fever

Road runs Socials

The new ambulance The Principal’s
Scorpio

Mr. Kama Puri’s
‘Scottish shades’

Through the Keyhole

Trishang: What system is there in India which allows
every adult to vote?
Sanil Chawla: Universal Aduit Frenchf

Mr. Raina’s Ray Bans

1. Mr. Lahiri needs

2. The Bursar still wi
trousers?

3. The Staff'has ‘bananas dipped in coffee’
break?

4 Mr. Tikari(The sound in-charge) rolls up his sleeve
as far up as possible and buttons up his Chinese
collar shirts}
(]

Rain, exams, injuries, come what may, nothing has
been able to deter the school soccer team from putting
in remarkable performances, match after match. The
team put in a very good performance in their first
tournament held in Carman School, Premnagar, making
it to the semi-finals. We did not do well in the RIMC
Cup and could not make it beyond the group stages. The
team entered the Councils Tournament with renewed
vigour, the exams having got over and no more mental
pressure. As the tournament progressed, and the team
ed lts mnnmg ways, the chances of winning

with everythmg gomg wrong in the second half. The
soccer season 1s now over with only the inter-house
matches being played the results of Whlch will surely be

3-3 (Won)
3 ' ; 3-1 (Won)
WBS vs. Asmm-School (Q.F) “¥¥(7-6) (Won)

WBS vs. LTITI(S.F) 1-3 (Lost)
RIMC Cup

WBS vs. Moravian 1-4 (Lost)
WBS vs. Doon Intl. School 2-2 (Draw)
WBS vs. Sherwood College  0-3 (Lost)
Councils

WBS vs. Carman School 3-0 (Won)
WBS vs. Heritage School 2-0 (Won)
WBS vs. Doon School (Q.F)  2-1 (Won)
WBS vs. Moravian (S F) 2-3 (Lost)

There is more good news from the Basketball

- courts. The future of team Welham looks really bright.

Ravi, Randhir, Kislay, Rahul and Samarth, (all in class
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eight) represented Dehra Dun in the State Championship.  imaginations run wild. The match-fixing scandal in Italy
Dehra Dun emerged as the champions and all five of them has made a huge impact on club football. One of the
were selected to represent Uttaranchal in the Sub-junior biggest clubs, Juventus has been relegated and other
National basketball championship, held in Kolkata. Way to  big clubs such as Barcelona and Real Madrid have

go guys!! I hope that these taken advantage of the
boys go on to emulate the situation, signing some
present team which won of the biggest stars of

Italian Football. So
now, along with
Chelsea, these clubs
have formed a league
of their own. Not only
do they have world
class players, they also
have excellent
coaches. While we
“thave  all  seen
Barcelona and Chelsea
battle it out in the past
two years, 1t will be
mterestmg to see a new
WO U RPN battle altogether How
iverd i M 8 o AT ‘ . ‘about Madrid vs.
' ' Sl ' “ Chelsea? Wouldn't
that be a dream
. Champions League
final? Imagine Terry vs. Cannavaro. Cech vs. Casillas,
Nistelrooy vs. She henko. While Ballack and
pard are masters:in the midfield, there is no one
Beckham n supplymg sublime crosses in front of
~ goal Whilst all of you sit and think about this possibility,
'f'v..:.;;-f’m off::to watch the Champnons League.

nearly all the major
tournaments this year. The
Basketball team has been
practicing rigorously as they
plan to lay their hands on
some more trophies. We
wish them luck and hope
that they are successful i
their endeavours.

eventual winners,
High School.

In the international
sporting scenano Rogcr

Adios.
just begun and it’s time for all soccer fans to let their Chirantan Singh
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