THE 6LIPBHANT

No. 100 WELHAM BOYS' SCHOOL 15th March, 1990

THINK ABOUT IT

Time present and time
past are both perhaps
present in time future.

And time future cont-
alned 1n time past.

T.S. ELIOT

Q. Why do you think Welham has got the Elephant as its symbol ?

A. Everyone used to confuse Miss Oliphant with Miss Elephant. Miss Oliphant
found this very comical and kept the Welham symbol, The Elephant.

(Mr. Martyn in an Interview with Udesphal Mann, Vijit Sawhney and Umesh Shivpuri 15th Nov. 1983).



PRELUDE

We take considerable pride in bring-
ing out the 100th edition of the Oliphant.

With 1.S.C. and I.C.S.E. around the
corner, the old faithfuls on the Editorial
Board understanbly become lax in hand-
ing in their article. = There were moments
of absolute despair till new induct-
ments were made and one heaved a sigh
of relief thinking the worst was over— But
No,the worst was yet to follow; some-
body had computer classes during
S.U.P.W. time, another had to fix lights
for the jam session, yet another had to
play a match and win the much coveted
trophy. More than a week sailed past

without any progress towards the comple-
tion of the bumper issue, till it was unanj-
mously decided that we would meet for
an hour everyday after dinner.

We had our share of pleasure, too,
when during our soujourns, we would
thumb through old Oliphants and walk
down memory lane.

Team effort and hours of hard work
have gone into making of this issue and
we hope we have managed to do justice.

S. Singh

EDITORIAL

The attainment of a round figure is always
expected to be a cause for celebration. Not that
it is a better number than 99 or 98, but for the
simple reason that tradition has marked it as the
point of celebration. So please do not be sur-
prised if you find this issue larger than usual.

Celebration as everyone know, also means a
great deal of hard work. The Editorial Board
realized this and for once, everyone has jointly
worked for this issue, extending cooperation and
moral support to each other. | would like to take
this oppurtunity to thank all the members of the
the editorial board for being very helpful.

The fist issue of the 'Oliphant’ as you know
was printed in the month of April 1983, when Mr.
Kandhari conceived the idea of starting a school
magazine. Mr. S. Anand was the staff represen-
tative and Vikram Sawhney the editor.
commencing as a monthly it's publication was
made more frequent on ths demand of the boys
(don’t seem so surprised | ). Used by the students
as a mode of publicising their thoughts and views,
the entire community contributed articles to it along
with their critisisms and suggestions. This resul-
ted in the elimination of many articles as there
was a limit to the number of pages per issue.
Today, the board has to run around to receive
articles from boys. We value your criticisms,
but the solution to all problems lie with you.
The more you contribute, the more interesting
the magazine will become.

| consider myself fortunate to have the plea-
sure of being the editor of this bumser issue. This
issue | think should be dedicated to class Xll as this
is the last issue of the Oliphant during their school

Initially -

WY

From the entire school. | wish them all the
life and hope that they will keep the
this school flying high wherever they

life.
best in
banner of

go.

A few of the old boys have been writing to
us quite regulary and we would like to encourage
such letters as everyone wishes to stay in touch
with outgoing students and the Oliphant is a good

mode of communication.

With this 100th issue the Oliphant has
completed a long distance with many more issues
to come. All of us on the Editorial Board end
with a request—More contributions please !

Your’s Hopefully
Saurav Sinha



_~FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

A century and many more to go! In
a short span of seven years "The
Oliphant" has firmly established
itself as a School Chronicle that not
merely records events occurred in
School but provides a channel of
communication for boys, staff and 0ld
Boys. I hope that Parents too will
start using its columns to give their
views and contribute articles as well.

Every issue of the
keenly awaited not merely in
campus but by many Old Boys, who let
me know in no uncertain terms if
their copies of the Oliphant fail to
get to them. Each issue is read
dissected and widely criticised -
alas, mostly by those who refuse to
see themsleves in print.

the

As the School grows so does the
Oliphant : it was a monthly in 1983
and now is published fortnightly : the

first few issues were not enlivened by

LETTERS TO

Dear Editor,

The Article "Blind Date" in the
15th February issue of Oliphant
written by V.Sood was excellent. The
editorial written by you was also
great. It reminds one of our times.
What great days we've have had in
school.

You people are doing an excellent

job. It's nice to see the school
coming up.

"Well let me tell you something
about myself. I have furnished
graduation and have appeared for
M.B.A. 'in the Xavier Institute of

Mangement in Bhubaneshwar.

Well bye for now.
Rajan Singh
EWx-367 'J' House
(75-87 Batch)

Ed. - Thanks for your encouraging
letter. Keep in touch always and we
hope others will take your example.

Oliphant is °

the cartoons that are now a regular
feature and of course the quality of
proof reading is much better. An
infnovation now being taken in hand is
to use computers to type set and then
to send the copy to the Printer.

One aspect of this publication is
the pre-censorship if any, 1s done by

the Editorial Board, chiefly to
prevent its columns being infiltrated
by malice.

Of course every Editor puts his
own imprint on during his tenure and
as the Editorials indicate their
styles vary from the tingid to the
transparent from the clever to the
humourous.

I always look forward to reading
the Oliphant and anticipate it going

from "strength to strength".

V///,/sf’Kandhari
THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
There was
the Keyhole'

a time when . 'Through
made us laugh and we
thoroughly enjoyed it. ofr late,
however, the jokes have become so bad,
that even the one's with on extremely
bad sense of humour turn our face in
disgust to them.

Yours' Not Laughing
Good Humoured

Ed. Through the Keghole will soon be
discontinued as we realized the
standard was poor. If your sense of
humour is so =subtle how about

contributing to the 'Oliphant’.

Dear Ed,

Our T.V. & Video really drive me
mad. Cant anybody do something about
shakey pictures ? Whats wrong with it

anyway ? Cancer ?
Making your day
Clint Eastwood
Ed. Actually it has a simple cold.

Bear with the Audo visual, all will be
fine very soon we hope.

MEMORY LANE

HUMOUR IN VERSE

I often pause and wonder,
At fate's peculiar ways, .

For nearly all our famous men
were born on holidays.



They walked in a lane together,
The sky was covered with stars.

They reached the gate in silence,
He lifted down the bars.

She neither smiled nor thanked him
Because she knew not how,

For he was just a farmer's boy,
And she a Jersey Cow.

When
your nose .

that 1t don't get froze.,and wrap up
your toes in warm woollen hose.

it freezes and blows,take care of

The above we suppose was written!
prose,

by someone who knows the effect of the
snows.

A doctor fell in a well

And broke his Collar bone,

The doctor should attend the sick

And leave the well alone.

A pair in a hammock attempted to kiss,
In less than a jiffy-! Aoyl pspueT 9]

STU3”
Anonymous, 15th April, 1984

A VISIT TO FAIRYLAND

Once when I was going for a walk
in the rields which stretched behind
my house, I came upon a fi€ld which
looked strange to me. There were no
trees and no flowers. Then suddenly a
small gnome appeared from no where and
came upto me. "Welcome,"” he boomed,
“welcome to my lands since you must
have taken some trouble to come here,
ask for anything and I will grant it"
I said, "Then you must be Winkle, the
gnome." He nodded. "Then I want to go

to fairyland!" I shouted with
excitementn

"Then," he said,"if you walk
straight, you will find some bushes.
Take a turn to the left and you will

come to an apple tree. There you hit
the tree three times and keep walking.

The rest you will find out for
yourself" And before I could open my
mouth, he disappeared. I did as he
told me and after walking some
cistance from the tree, I entered a
cave where the greenest sight met my
eyes. There were hundreds of animals,
pixies, toys, gnomes and fairies. I

saw a rabbit in red overalls shouting,

"Tickets for fairyland!" Tickets for
fairyland!™ I bought a ticket and
Jjumped aboard a carriage. I sat
squeezed in with a family of

hedgehogs, a family of ducks, fourteen
soldiers, eight pixies and five

fairies. At last we reached fairylany
after a most uncomfortable journey. 1

jumped out of my carriage and landeg
at the station. And when I went out, 1
saw that the houses were funny; Sope
were toadstools, some were tree houses
and others were mushrooms.

Then a man came shouting,"Make
way! Make wa'y! The King is coming .
make way ... !" He paused, looked at
me and continued shouting. Then some
guards came marching onto the road.
After about three hundred guards had
passed, a coach with seven horses
came. It stopped and a man got down
from the coach. He was about a hundred
years old, he had a long beard and was
dressed in rich clothes. He came upto
me, walked around me and suddenly
shouted, "Drive this creature away!'"
Then all the soldiers came running
towards me with their spears pointing
at me. I gave a yell and ran for dear
life away from the soldiers. Then
suddenly I saw Winkle, the gnome in
front of me.

"Do you still think you wish to
stay here?" he said. I shook my head.
Then he held my hand, muttered
something under his breath and
suddenly there was a flash. The next
instant I was back in my bedroom. I
went and sat on my bed. I vowed never
to go to fairyland again. As my head
touched my pillow I fell off to sleep.

Pratikaksha Basu :IVA
15th November, 1984

THE REGALIRG POMER

Parth - Sir, I got 929 in Maths.
Good chit. '

Housie - (Pleasantly surprised)‘
Honestly ?

Soumit -~ That's a different stroy.

SS - (Looking at a
cassette) ' "How can the
thunder be delicate"

Pink floyd
sound of

SB :- If a child can be punctually

late to class, the sound of thunder
can be delicate

V.P. :- Today we have to study
friction. 0K, tell me, what keeps a

cork in a bottle of wine. ’
Ritesh - Sir, self control

MY - (During a vocabulary) A synonym
for - harsh and shrill.



Kedia - The Chorus.

Aresh - I wonder how many of you reéd
the Editorial ’

Sanjeev - (from amidst the crowd)
- Here, I read the Editorial.

Aresh - Well ! That a comfort

Sanjeev - Don't jump to conclusion,

when 1 say 'Editorial'. I mean the
word editorial --- nothing further.

Gurjeet - Guys, the new chap ran away!

Vandan - When ?
Gur jeet - Just before lunch.

Piyush - That figures he must have
know what's for lunch today !

Tariq anncunces during assembly
life - Savers ! No life saving before
lunch.

In the show :
Raju - The water is trickling

Parag - I can't take a shower.
Its voltage it too low.

IF WISHES WERE HORSES.....

We Wish ...
1) ... that we could go out for
cycling every Sunday. - Gaurav Talwar
(1IV)
2) ... that we had -electricity at
night also. - Rohit Singh (IV).
3) ... "That Oliphant'was made a
weekly. - Pankaj Bansal (IX)
4) ... that there was no sharing of
cupboards. - Gautam Wahi (VII)
5) ... the Toad of Toad Hall' meets
with a grand sucess. - sameer
Duggal (X) .
6) ... that the bajri' filled paths
were subsituted by cemnted ones. -
Har jeet S. Saluja (X)
7) ... that we were allowed to go for
mid=-terms unscorted. - Kundanveer
Singh (X)
8) ... there were no floating classes.
- Kirondeep Bhatig (VII)
9) ... the lime-kilns behind our

school were blown up. - Sanyog Mehta

(x)

10) ... there was co-education in
Welhams. - Sangya Singh (IX)

11) ... that the class VI boys had
games alone without the seniors

interfering. - Pankaj Bhardwaj (VI)
12) ... that there were no preps on

Sunday as we are all in holiday mood
and would like to see the Sunday movie
in peace. - Ashish Shekhar (VI)

13) ... that there were escalators
Instead of stairs, as climbing the
stairs now and then tires us. -
Abhinav Bhan(VI)

14) ... there was a fan in the
of the Oliphant'. -
(X)

15) ... we were allowed to get up late
in the Morning. - Umesh Shivlani (X)

office
Vijit Sawhney

1st Dec. 1984
THE ROY BOYS
It was a cold winter night and
the clock had just struck 10. I was
sitting in an arm chair beside the

fire and the expression on my face was
that of worry and anxiety. My brother
Saurav had gone to the cinema hall at
3 O'clock in the afternoon and had not
yet returned. I had called the cinema
hall about it but they told me that
the movie ended at six and everyone
had left. I had thought of calling the
police but then I changed my mind and
decided to wait a bit longer.

Suddenly the phone rang and I
rushed over to it and picked it  up.
The person on the other end told me
that they had kidnapped my brother and
if I did not listen to them they would
kill him. He told me that in the shed
which was at the bottom of the garden,
I would find a black bag containing
diamonds on the shelf. I was to keep
this bag with me and the next day I
was to go to the wax works museum at
exactly 3 O'clock and a man would be
wearing black jeans, a yellow T-Shirt
and would be standing next to the wax
statue of Mahatma Gandhi., He would
tell me where to find my brother.
Before I could ask him anything else
he put down the phone and the line
went dead.

At first I thought of calling the
police on the phone, but then I
realised that they must have bugged my
phone. Going to the police station by
car or by foot was also out of the
question. Then I got an idea and the
next day as I went to the museum I
drove well over the speed limit. As I
expected a policeman on a motorbike
stopped me and asked for my license.

After 1looking at it he gave and
allowed me to go. When I reached the
museum I identified the man and he

gave me the bag. Then he prodded a gun



in my back and told me to walk towards
his car. He was hiding the gun with a
newspaper sc no one saw it. He pushed
me into the car, bound and gagged me
and drove off. He stopped at a small
hut oputside town and pushed me
inside. Saurav was also inside.
Suddenly we heard the sound of a car
behind us and as the man turned round
the gun was shot from his hand. The
people who had come were the police.
They handcuffed the man and drove us
to the museum where the car was
parked.

On our way home I explained to my
brother that I had written a note
explaining my plight and I asked them
to send out policemen in plainclothes
who would follow us and capture the

man. Then I put the note in my license
and purposely drove over the speeq
limit. When the policeman asked for my
license he must have read the note and
followed us and thus captured the
convict.

When he reached home we had ,
good sleep and while reading the paper
at breakfast we learned that the
convict had confessed, the whole gang
had been rounded up by the police ang
the diamonds had been returned to
their rightful owners. Our names also
came out in the papers. The same day
the police commissioner paid us a
visit and thanked us for helping them
capture the convicts.

Soumit Roy : VII
15th Nov, 1984
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about.

Q.2 The Welham cricket team never
really was a force to reckon with
before you were made captain? How did
you manage to bring such a drastic
change in our cricketing fortunes?

Ans. 2 When I became skipper I
concluded that there were a few
factors that were preventing us from
winning regularly. He was fielding.
Another point of concern was the
unstable batting order. I paid special
attention to the fielding and also
made a few changes in the batting
order, These changes transformed the
Welham team into a winning unit.

Q. 3 What were the main reasons for

the triumph of Welham in the council

tournament?

Ans. 3 Our team for the councils
was a blend of very well balanced
sides. Whenever our bowling failed our
batting came out and vice versa.
All the players had a firm mission in
mind - to win all matches. Our
fielding was top class and the team
spirit was all too evident. It was a

marvellous effort from the team and
they desire accolades for their
performances. We could not have done

it without any of these palyers.

Q. 4 which has been your most
unforgettable match to date? i
Ans. 4 I have played so much

[/

)
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cricket for the school that it is
pretty difficult to single out one
match. However if you insist -Well - I
feel the semi-final finals of the
councils tournament against St. Joseph
Academy was a truly memorable match.
This was the first time we beat St.
Joseph on their ground. Earlier we had
suffered several humiliating defeats

but this time the tide was turned. One
batsman played well enough and our
bowlers confirmed our victory. It was
great team effort and the result was

that although their scores were tied
we triumphed due to the slower over-
bowling rate of the opponents.

Q. 5 The present team has been
plummetted from one defeat to another.
Do you think this team too can be
turned into a winning one ?

Ans. 5 Why not ? You cannot deny
that this team has the talent,
capability and potential to do
exceedingly well. Gagan, Harinder,

Paresh and Vikrant are all experienced
players. Besides them there are
talented youngsters like Harjot, Suri
and Nishant. I feel that if adequate
efforts are put in this team 1is
capable of emulating its predecessors.

It's just a matter of time and this '’
team will soon come to terms with
itself. I take this opportunity to
wish new skipper Gagan Taleja and his
team the very best of luck and hope
they will keep the Welham flag
fluttering.
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