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THINK ABOUT IT
A man may be so much of everything that he is nothing of anything.

- Samue! Johnson

As the new Editor, | greet all of
you who have to bear with us from
this issue of the fortnightly.

One has sympathy for editors
of daily newspapers, who have to
find something to say every day by
way of an editorial. At least for the
Oliphant editor, this duty falls but
once a fortnight. Even so, there is
so much that recurs in each fort-
night, with only dates and names
changing, that to find something
novel to say is not always easy.

To capture the latest tidings
this year, remain in touch with
Simran ‘CNN’ Nurpuri, who will he
dealing with the “Welham Now'.
The cartoon section is headed by
Saurabh ‘Laxman’ Narang, so pre-
pare to split your sides. Pratya
‘Premchand’ Chopra will be lead-
ing the Hindi Section. Last but not

now. Realising the fact that they
have to sit for the second prelimi-
nary examinations, scheduled for
February, has sent a chill up most
of their spines. However the forth-
coming ‘coaching camps'will, hope
fully offer some relief.

There are some of course
who do model as immaculate stu-
dents. This species consists of
those flaunting their muffiers and
sweaters. Oops! | forgot to men-
tion the ‘'monkey cap’ though not a
great favourite. To find students of
10th and 12th brewing coffee and
lamenting their grave condition as
they do it, is a familiar sight.

The predecessor (Varun
Sood) can rarely he spotted on
campus. Seems to be exploring
his text, now that the burden of
writing editorials has very gently

least Vidura, ‘Prime sports’' Bahadur
will bring alive the sports events of the school.

The holy plan of the 12thies to study after
founder's was not religious enough. Most of them
went to Delhi to attend the premiere of ‘Yalgaar'. A
majority went to see Sanjay and they did meet one,
but not of the ‘Dutt’ kind. Even more unfortunate was
thatthe lovely ladies of the film were not present. Mr.
Sanjay Khan delivered a splendid speech, praising
the high level of discipline in school.

Study fever seems, however, to have hit them

been handed down to me, the next
in line to face the turmoil caused in
school owing to the delay of this widely circulated
news magazine.

Our sincere advice to the 10thies and 12thies is
to start studying, as you can neither expect nor have
something worth having for nothing. Everything has
a price, and the price we have to pay for success is
incessant toil. Paving the way for your phenomenal
success.

- Mohit Mehta
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. Editor of ‘Prayas’ (Hindi Magazine)- Mandeep Lamba
. Dining Hall - Nitin Aggarwal

. English debates, drama etc. - Vidura Jung Bahadur

. Lost And Found - Ramanpreet Hora

. C.C.A. - Pratya Chopra

. Tuck Shop - Rajesh Sehgal

. Tuck Inn - Shaad Ali

. Estate Management - Chirdeep Prashar

. Computer Room - Udit Raj Singh

. S.U.P.W. - Simran Nurpuri

Welham Now!!

Nitin Bhanot stood 1st in flute recital in the Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Music competition held at
Lucknow on the 14th of October. He received a cash prize of Rs. 800 and a trophy.

The Founder's Day celebrations went off well. A large number of parents turned up forit. Two plays, one
in English, the otherin Hindi, were staged. The English play ‘Yesterday, Today And Tomorrow' was staged
on the 19th of October. It was produced by the junior, middle and senior school boys and staff members.
Mrs. Nilima Sibal directed the play.

On 20th of October ‘Sinhasan Khali Hai’ was staged. It was directed by Mi. Ashok Chakravrati and
Mr. Shashi Bhushan. The plays were well appreciated.

Boys of class Xl and Xll went to Delhi to attend the premiere of the film ‘Yalgaar’, produced and directed
by Mr. Feroz Khan. The premiere was organized by Welham as part of the fund-raising campaign for the
Multi-Purpose Hall.

An Inter-School quiz was held on 28th October at St. Thomas’ College. We were represented byHarjyot
Singh and Vidura Jung Bahadur and were runners up.

Sports Day was celebrated with the usual fun and enthusiasm on 31st of October. Mr. D.V. Singh was
the Chief guest.

Mehul Mayank stood 1st among the juniors in the Inter-School Hindi Elocution contest held in our school
on the 31st of October. Welham Boys’ stood second in the contest.

We won the Marshall Silver Jubilee Basketball Tournament held on the 5th of November. We beat RIMC
in the finals by 50 points.

New appointments have been made. The following are to be incharge of the activities mentioned against
their names:

Music - Pavandeep Saluja
Chair Squad - Jairaj Singh
Entertainment - Pankaj Yadav OL5
L.R.C. - Wanchuk Topden !
Stage Committee - Neil Grant

Art School - Saurabh Narang

Audio Vidual - Gagan Dewan

Gank - Piyush Pankaj

Hindi Literary Society - Ankur Aggarwal
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Chief Guest’s Address

Mrs. Kandhari, the force behind the man who is
Mr. Kandhari, the principal of this beautiful school,
honourable Chairman of the Board of Trustees and
member Trustees, all the teachers of the school,
students, parents and a very dear friend of mine,
Sanjay Khan and his wife Zarine - actually it is
because ofthem thatlam here - and | am very happy
that | am here - and all other staff members.

Whenever | come to a school to address such a
gathering | am reminded of a very interesting inci-
dent that took place at the time of the British. An
Inspector of Schools used to go to schools to inspect
whether the students and teachers were doing work.
One day the Inspector of Schools went to a school.
He went to a 9th or 10th standard class and he said
to a boy “You boy, get up and tell me who wrote
‘Romeo and Juliet’?” The boy got up and started
crying. He said “Sir, | didn't write it, | didn’t write it.”
The inspector asked the Headmaster, “What s this?
| ask a student who wrote ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and he
cries to say he didn't write it”. The headmaster said,
“Sirhe is the one who wrote it because he has a habit
of telling lies”! Since then things have improved. |
had a glimpse of all the students in the morning, and
| must say that they took me around very beautifully.
They were very well disciplined and that reflects the
ethos created by the Headmaster, Board of Trustees
and the teachers and the staff.

Once upon atime | was a man of very few words.
Unfortunately when | became a politician | started
speaking too much. When you get bored just start
clapping and | will understand that you want me to sit
down. It happened when | was told to stand for
elections and | started campaigning. | used to go to
the streets, ‘Jhopadpattis’ and other places and with
folded hands request people to vote for me, telling
them if | won the election | would try and serve them
to the best of my ability, and | used to sit down. In the
car, on the way to other public gatherings, leaders of
my party used to start scolding me. “Why can’t you
speak a little more” they used to say. | answered
“What can | say to the people? | can only tell them
ifl win the election I will try and serve them to the best
of my ability”. They said “But you can speak a little
more”. | asked why | should speak more. They
explained that if | spoke less | would get less votes
and if | spoke more, | would get more votes! “Do you
want to lose the elections?” they asked. | said, “No,

| don't want to lose the election™. | felt terrible, |
couldn't sleep the whole night. | had never faced
defeat in my life. | went to the library, to bookshops
and bought a few books of speeches by Pandit
Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi, and | started rehearsing
for my speeches. Thus | went totally prepared and
started speaking. | said, “Well friends, | assure you
that if | win the elections 1| will see to it that there is a
canal in Bombay.” (There is no need of a canal
because there are no fields. There are sky-rise
buildings). But people were clapping for me. | said if
I am successful there will be a white revolution,
green revolution, | will see to it that there are fields.
And they were very happy. | said there will be dams,
there'll be more electricity, there’'ll be a rail road and
soon andon. | kept on speaking. All of a sudden | felt
somebody pulling my trousers. | looked back. | was
asked to sit down, | said no | will not sit down, | have
to win the election and you told me that if | speak
more | will get more votes. So again in the car they
scolded me: “What the hell? Why are you speaking
all the time?” | said but you told me to speak. They
said if you keep on speaking when will we get the
opponrtunity to speak! So | ask, is there any speaker
here? | am scared somebody might pull my trousers,
so | will be brief.

iwould like to say that a period of schooling isthe
time when you can really build the character of a boy
or girl. This is a more important institution than
college. Therefore any amount of emphasis given to
schooling 1s for the importance of the future of the
children of our country because this is their founda-
tion. If the foundation is not strong no matter how
great a building you make, it wili fall down. The
foundation has to be strong and dynamic. The par-
ents feel that by putting their children in the best
schools they have done their job. This is noi true. It
is the combined effort of the parents and teachers
that helps build a child's basic character. | am
against the classification of students as A grade and
B grade and C grade. A student is a student and he
should not be psychologically disturbed by calling
him as good or bad. Nobody can be a Mahatma
Gandhi. But that doesn’t mean that other people are
not as important as Mahatma Gandhi was because
if other people were not with Mahatma Gandhi he
would not have achieved things for the country and
for all of us.



| have seen many parents who, when they see
their children’s marks, tell them, “Look at that boy,
look at your neighbour. He got a first class and you
have done so badly.” This is very wrong. The child
suffers. He cannot explain to the parents but his
suffering doesn't help him bloom as a fine dynamic
human being. It is not important how many marks a
child gets, one must see the bent of mind of a child.
Every child is an individual. Every child has his own
ideas, and those ideas and his individuality should
be enhanced. As Mr. Kandhari said, we have de-
grees but no jobs. Now is not the time for degrees. It
is a time of building a human being. When he grows
up it is not through the degree alone that he can get
ajob. There are other jobs that are equally important
and there are people in the world who have hit the
headlines doing such jobs. But, unfortunately, in our
society we assess jobs as high and low. | was staying
in a hotel in America when the flush stopped working.
There was a big problem. It took four hours for the
plumber to come because he was a busy man. He
explained how everyone must take an appointment
with him as one takes with a doctor. The people gave
that importance to him because without the plumb-
ers, nothing can work. And that also is a job, a
professional job, which should be honoured and
respected.

Nowadays, our children are made to study a
great deal. The syllabus is very vast, there are so
many books. This, | feel, should be rectified and it
can only be rectified if there is an agitation by
teachers and parents. If you say | should raise a
question in Parliament, well | raise questions many
times but nothing happens. It should be agitational.
So you must come on the roads, make the govern-
ment realise that it is doing the wrong thing, that this
isagreat burden onthe children. There are countries
like Germany where till 8 years the child is not thus
burdened. Here when the child is born, the mother
goesto school for admission forthe child. My daugh-
ter, when she was pregnant, went to school and said
| am having a baby on such and such date and |
would like to admit my child in your school after 1
year or 1 1/2 years. The school is a foundation for

building the child and we should not burden him,
School is a place where the child’s mind should be
developed, there should be psychiatrists to find out
the bent of mind of a child and they should inform the
parents. There should be interaction between teach-
ers and parents. | was in Moscow once. Not the
Moscow of today but the Moscow of the Soviet
Union. The only places that | wanted to visit were the
pioneer camps. During the summer holidays all the
old places of the Tsars were opened for children to
spend their holidays. Teachers and psychiatrists
went with them and everything was provided to the
students, to the young pioneers. There used to be a
dairy farm, a hall of music, a skating rink, carpentry
and boating and other things like that. They used to
let the kids do what they felt like doing and they used
to observe them. They used to write their report and
at the end of the holidays they used to call the
parents and inform them of their child’s talent and
interest. They put the child onto that.

Today, we have schools, we have brains, we
have all the things available in our country but the
curriculum that our children have is so great that
neither they, nor teachers, nor parents have time to
realise what children really are and what our chil-
dren’s interests are. To study a child’s bent of mind
is important and there should be special care taken
inthis area. | am sure that a school like this can make
a beginning. You can be the pioneers in this field.

| can only say that | am very grateful to all of you
that you listened to me and | hope | didn’t make too
long a speech as | used to, to get votes.

There was sometning which | wanted to menticn
here. There is a saying of the great scientist Albert
Einstein which | really like very much and | wrote it
down for all of you: “Try not to become a man of
success, but rather try to become a man of value™.
That is one of the most important things that we need
today - to become a man of value. | pray that this
school, teachers and parents make their children
men and women of value. | thank you very much.

We apologise for the omission of the names of the teachers of the Junior School in
the brochure of the play ‘Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow’. Without their cooperation
and help, the play would not have been the success that it was.




Principal’s Speech

Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Mr. Sunil Dutt, Chairman and members Board of
Trustees, Ladies and Gentlemen. Please note when
I use the word ‘gentiemen’ | include the students of

-Welham Boys' School. Thank you for being with us
on this day when we commemorate Miss Oliphant
and her mother. My thanks are doubly due when one
considers the Founders date was changedtwice. For
Mr. Sunil Dutt to have readily agreed to the change
in dates is a matter of gratitude. | thank you. 3ir.

You all know of Mr. Sunil Dutt as an actor of great
distinction; a producer and director of many award-
winning films. but that is only the tip of the iceberg,
if Mr. Sunil Dutt will permit me to call him aniceberg.
His culturat interests are most catholic. He hastaken
troupes of classical Indian musicians to the USSR,
organised the Ghalib Centenary celebrations in UK
and Delhi. But of special interest to us at Welhams
is his deeply compassionate nature not only as
shown by his well-known Nargis Dutt Memorial Chari-
table Trustbutinthe helpthat he has givento Spastic
Societies, that is societies looking after spastic chil-
dren in many parts of India, in helping various
disadvantaged individuals and inspite of his being in
the word of films, without publicity. It is difficult to
comprehend that on top of it all he is now in his third
term in Parliament and what is a matter of great
pleasure is that he has continued year upon year to
be productive not only because he has put forward a
lot of effective legislation but also | think because of
his ‘padyatras’ which have made a strong impres-
sion on many people. | am highlighting this aspect of
Mr. Sunil Dutt’s achievement because those of you
who have listened to my, I'm sure very tedious,
Founder's Day addresses willhave noticed my stress-
ing the importance of a school striving to make its
student “a whole man” - a man with compassion,
with a desire to learn, deeply involved in improving
the environment and above all with integrity. Mr.
Dutt, what a wonderful example you have set us.
May your tribe increase.

Miss Oliphant held her first Founders on the 1st
of December, 1937, as it was her mother's birthday
and it was her donation of 1000 pounds sterling that
launched the school. It says much for Miss Oliphant's
grit, tenacity and vision that she made Weihar Boys
into the best known prep school in India. As if that

was not enough, she launched Wetham Girls in
1957. She then donated this entire estate to a Trust,
as she put it, as ‘a gift to the nation’. That the school
has grown and developed is because of the founda-
tion laid bv Miss Oliphant and the help, advice and,
to say nothing of the occasional ticking off, that the
Trustees have given to their principals.

As usual | have circulated some of the chief
events of the previous year. | hope you all have the
printed circular with you. | would like to focus very
briefly on only one aspect of my annual report: our
somewhat disappointing ISC results. These were
nowhere near as good as expected nor anywhere
near as good as they should have been. For that |
must personally accept full responsibility. As | wrote
to many of you parents, | have made the mistake of
tryingtotreat 18-yearolds asresponsible young men
but failed to get themto respond into using their time
effectively. Some months ago we initiated a variety
of stepstoimprove our exam results. Let us see what
my colleagues and our pupils achieve.

I must tell you the dilemma remains with us. Do
I help prepare my students for 3 years of coilege or
forlife? It is not easy to answer that question. Today
the worid has changed. The days of my youth, when
to be an all-round human being was more important
than being a scholar, no longer is valid. Today the
question | am asked is how many of your Loys have
got into the IIT, how many have joined medical
college. So Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a dilemma
and | do not know the answer but luckily like a good
siudent, | am trying to find it.

In this matter of learning, very strange though it
may seen to you, is put four questions which | put to
you last year. | will repeat them as they require a
certain kind of thinking. | would be grateful if you
would give me your views. The questions are these:
In any matter of dealing with learning:

1. In order to get any answer will the stucents be
requiredto make enquiries, collectdata or merely
have to repeat from memory?

2. Willthe reach for the answer give a sense of joy
in learning?

3. Will learning the answers assist the students in



understanding, in getting closer to people?

4. Above all will the learners’ will and capacity and
desire to learn increase?

Simple questions, very difficult answers. | sug-
gest you try and strive to find an answer.

Inthe last so many years countries like USA with
its “a nation at risk”, France with “an open letter to
the people” have all focussed on revamping the
educational system. Even Singapore. When the
then Prime Minister was asked, “what do you ascribe
your success to?” He said, “Education, education
and still more education.” But what of us? Here is a
nation with forces of disintegration, milliornis unem-
ployed and universities churning out thousands of
unemployables, where tolerance is at a discount,
where we have no cohesive policy, only pious hopes.
What of us? | tell you why | say this. | wonder if any
of you have been around the exhibitions today. A lot
of hard work has gone in and you know, Ladies and
Gentlemen, what you saw in my science exhibition
was not merely history but it was ancient history.
That is science in our schools today. Please think
about it. What are you and | doing for getting
ourselves moving towards the 21st century when our
science teaching is roughly about the first two de-
cades of this century? There you are.

But perhaps before one can suggest changes in
syllabii what one needs to do is to define the skills
that will be essential for our students to succeed in
the coming century. What are these skills? All of you
will have your own definitions. In my opinion:

1. First of all how to absorb, compare, evaluate
and finally, apply information. This is the pri-
mary skill that our students will have.

2. Secondly will be required a mind set (very
difficult for us) but, | repeat, a mind set that can
accept and adapt to rapid changes. Changes
such as the disintegration of old support sys-
tems. Support systems like the joint family and
the supportive family, the old schooltie, changes
in technology, changes in values. This implies
above all the ability to think effectively.

3. Thirdly, to communicate effectively. It is not
enough merely to think. You have got to commu-
nicate thought and that must be also done
effectively. This is going to be of great impor-
tance because as you already see there is much

static in the atmosphere, so many media invidj-
ously and, often very loudly, claiming our atten-
tion. So we will have to put, as someone has
described it in not very polite language, into
every single child a built-in “crap detector”. How
do we do it? | ask you that question because |
want to look for an answer.

4. And, fourthly perhaps, what most of you will
agree with without any hesitation, the student
will have to learn to discriminate between val-
ues. Thisdiscrimination whetheryou call it taste,
whether you call it morals, is, | think, perhaps
what all of us want for our children.

The above is only a short list of the different
aspects that the teacher and the taught will have to
face. Can the teacher and will the teacher do it? On
the face of it, not in India, where the majority of the
teaching community is not in the least interested in
its vocation.

This is a gloomy picture. So itis cheering forme.
a matter of delight to me, to see the quality of work
so many of my staff and the students put out, working
hard and cooperating. | hope some of you witnessed
the play yesterday. | do not know whether to call it a
play - should we call it entertainment, a creation. A
creation that was organic, that involved teachers of
junior school, middle school, senior school, involved
children from Class | to XII - a total of over 200 - and
the script was written by the staff and the boys. It was
rewarding. It was, if | may say so, even though | am
a critical old school-teacher, heart-warming and this
what|said then. Itis nice inthis gloomy picture to find
these rays. And | would like to thank everyone.

You know, this is a nice time for me to thank the
many people who get forgotten. | don't mean merely
the Bursar or the Senior Tutor or the teaching staff.
but | mean those chaps who never get a pat on the
back: the fellows in the kitchen, the fellows in the
electricity department seeing that the generator is
working or that the boys’ computer room is not
suffering too much, and of course, my favourites:
Jhagroo and the ‘'malis’ who keep the school looking
prettier than many of you make it. That is a dig at
some of my friends who are littering the estate by
over feeding their starving children. Of course |
would like once again to thank Nilima Sibal and all
herteam forthe tremendous efforts put in yesterday.

As you know, schools often have a somewhat
dismal financial picture. | do not think that | want to



bore you because it is not as dismal as it could have
been. This is as you know my last, well not yet, day
after tomorrow is my last major fund-raising pro-
gramme when we are having the Premiere of “Yal-
gaar”in New Delhi and those of youwho have notgot
your tickets but would like to do so, do not hesitate to
ask Dr. Saxenato give you aticket ortwo. And | must
tell you. for a school which in many ways is only 5
years old, (our first batch did its 1SC in '87) | obvi-
ously therefore depend on parents and well wishers,
| do not have many old boys. So | would like to thank
and place on record my appreciation of the efforts of
the following parents: Renu Punj, Sanjay Khan,
Kamal! Bhutoria and Darshan Sachdeva. Without
their help | could not have organised a bit of what we
have done. | thank you all.

As | complete my decade at Welham Boys' |
would like to share with you my personal credo. | was
writing it out and by pure happenstance | came
across this passage in Kenneth Clarke's “Civilisa-
tion” which says better than | can what is my belief:
“I believe that order is better than chaos, creation
better than destruction. | prefer gentleness to vio-

7,
7~

lence, forgiveness to vendetta, on the whole I think
that knowledge is preferable to ignorance and | am
sure that human sympathy is more valuable than
ideology. | betieve that in spite of the last 2000 years
of science, man and men haven'tchanged much and
in consequence we must still try to learn from His-
tory. History is ourselves | also hold one or two
beliefs that are most difficult to put shortly, e.g. |
believe in courtesy, that all living things are our
brothers and sisters. Above all | believe in the God-
given genius of certain individuals and | value a
society that makes their existence possible.”

I would like to end, as | normally end, with a short
school prayer:

“King of the worid, we thank thee for the begin-
ning of a new day, for the dim twilight, the glowing
sunrise, for the new hope and the new opportunities,
for the new consciousness of thine abiding care, give
us courage and strength for our work today, give as
steadfastness of purpose, patience and humility and
help us to speak the truth.”

—_—




Speech by the Chairman, Mr. Dharm Vira

Mr. Sanjay Khan, Mrs Khan, Trustees and mem-
bers of the Board of Management of the Welham’s
School, Mr Kandhari and his colleagues the teach-
ers, my dear students, ladies and gentlemen.

My task has been made simple. That is of giving
thanks to all of youwho have come here to join us on
the Foundation day of our school. We are grateful
particularly to Mr. Sunil Dutt for having taken the
trouble of coming here. You all are probably not
aware that Mr. Dutt came from London to Bombay
only yesterday in the morning. From there he flew to
Delhi and from Delhi he flew to Dehra Dun to enable
him to be with us today, and this was after some
physical problems. So you can imagine the amount
of trouble he has taken to come to us and we are
very, very grateful to him. Mr. Sanjay Khan and his
colleagues have been helping the Principal, | must
say with great enthusiasm, to collect funds for the
school and we are naturally very grateful to them
because we have a lot of problems in hand and a iot
of things that we would like to do for the school. And
without money coming from the friends of the school
it is not possible to take them all up. But | am quite
confident that with the help of the parents, old
students, the boys, everybody, we should be able to
do and achieve everything that we desire to achieve.

I am glad that Mr. Sunil Dutt in his speech said
something about the burden that has been laid by the
educational authorities on the students. For the last
4 yearsthey have been promisingtotake some steps
to reduce the burden but nothing has happened.

*

*

Mr Dutt is an M.P. and | do hope that he will take up
this matter with the authorities concerned. He has
taken put so many beneficient activities concerned.
He has taken up so many beneficient activities in his
life and completed them. In fact he is all the time
engaged in doing something or the other for those in
distress and those who need help. Now here these
little children need his help and | hope that he will
takeitupwiththe same courage and enthusiasmthat
is normal for him.

| am grateful to you all my friends, ladies and
gentlemen who have come to this function to honour
us with your presence. It is nice to see so many
friends of the school gathered here. | am sorry that
you had to wait for some time but | have explained
the circumstances in which these things sometimes
do happen. | am happy that you have borne it with
patience and on behalf of the school we are all
grateful to you for doing so. In the end | would like to
thank the parents of the boys without whose coop-
eration we could not be doing anything and above all
the students themselves; they are our jewels and
they are the people around whom the school re-
volves and itis our constant endeavour, as Mr. Sunil
Dutt said, to not make them successful but people
who have some values and those values we en-
deavour to teach them so that they becoms good
citizens to take over the many burdens this country
faces. | thank you again for coming here. | do not
think | can now stand between you and the entertain-
ment the children will shortly be providing for you.
Thank you all.

*

Getting to Know him -
An interview with Sunil Dutt

How did you like our school?

Itis very nice. | was very happy to be there. It
was nice meeting all the students from class
I to XII. Unfortunately, the electricity failed, |
could not see the science and computer exhi-
bitions properly.

How did you like the other exhibitions?

A. They were very good. | have been to many

schools because | like the youth of my coun-
try. | feel the country’s future is in their hands,
its unity and secularism depends as the youth,
how they take the country forward. Therefore
| am very interested in theirgrowth. Therefore
| go to different schools. | was very happy to
be in your school. | must really compliment
the principal, Mr. Kandhari and the other staff
members who have dedicated their life to the
improvement of the school programme.



‘Qs3

Q.5

Q.6

You saw the play ‘Sinhasan Khali Hai’ yester-
day. How do you rate it - as a politician and as
an actor-director? First, as a politician.

| think it was a very interesting play. It clearly
brought out the problem of power, which has
been there from the beginning, how when you
get power, you become selfish. It is significant
that overthe centuries people have been only
exploiting power and the country. There are
very few who really work constructively to
build a country and nation.

And as an actor?

| think the boys did very well and in such a
short time - | was told in two weeks' time - and
they were very very good. | personally met
everyone and congratulated them.

Did you find any glaring mistake in direction,
stage setting or lighting?

| didn't see the play from that point of view. It
was being presented by the school and | saw
it as such, | didn't see it as a critic. | enjoyed
the play and thought it was a very good effort
by the boys and especially the teacher who
directed the play.

Your son studied in a public school. In your
opinion, how is a public school education
different from one received in other schools?

| feel in a public school, the boys and girls
become more independent, the school makes
them more independent. But somehow, it
drifts away from the basic family structure,
though | feel the parents too play a great part
in this drifting away.

Nowadays it is said films misguide the youth.

That's throwing the blame on others. | feel the
parents have very little time for their children.
In yesteryears, there were films also but at
that time, the contribution of the family in a
child’s upbringing was much more. Now, most
of the parents feel that once they put their
chiidren in the best school, their job is over. |
feel that is not true - their job is equally
important - as important as their spending
money on the children. | do not think films can
spoil the basic values of a human being.

Q.8

But don't you think that the violence shown in
films these days, in a way, affects them?

don't think so, because violence is in the
human nature and to the extent in which it is
expressed varies from individual to individ-
ual. There was violence earlier also. When
you read the Mahabharata, the Ramayana,
you find there was violence in those days too.
Allthe wars that have been fought - there was
violence then too; the people who defied
Christ - there was violence then also but there
were no films then.

In your speech yesterday you mentioned edu-
cation. What education do you recommend
for the chiidren of today.

| feel till class X the children should not be
burdened with studies - mugging from books,
exams, the pressures of securing a first class,
second class. They should be let loose, and
should involve themselves in other activities.
If they are good in certain things like sports,
dramatics, they should be encouraged in that.
Secondly, prepare them to be true Indians.
The child should learn arithmetic, geography
etc. but | feel we should have only history till
class X. So that they learn of the efforts made
by our forefathers 10 achieve freedom and
unite the country. Before Independence there
was no unity in the country. There were differ-
ent Maharajas, different states and the British
occupied these areas. After Independence
we brought in unity in the country, all the
states become one country. That is what the
children must know. Then the medieval his-
tory, Moghul history and all the things which
took place can be taught because at this time
their mind is open and we can instil the true
Indian spirit. Why wars were fought? They
were not the wars between Hindu-Muslims,
they were wars between kings. Today when
our children read about this they are told that
the wars were fought between Hindus and
Muslims which is not true. Even the Hindu
Mabharajas fought against Hindu Maharajas.
In the Mahabharata they were no Hindus and
Muslims, there were only Hindus but the
people fought against each other. There was
Ashoka, the great - there were no Muslims
then. Yet wars took place. That is why | feel
that tili matricuiation, the children should only
read the history of Indian Independence
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movement.

What do you think should be the ideal role of
a teacher?

The teacher should be a friend of the stu-
dents. He should not give them the feeling of
being an authority, merely imposing rules. He
should be like an elderly friend so that the
students can respect him and confide in him.
In the olden days we had such a relationship
between the guru and shishya. We must
maintain this so that the teacher may not
became an autocrat.

What inspired you to enter films end then
what inspired you to join politics?

Well, in films | came by chance but took up
politics to serve my countrymen because |
think it is a platform from where | can express
myself. Whatever | am today is due to my
countrymen - their love and appreciation, and
| felt that in return | should serve them to the
best of my ability. That is why | took up
politics.

Can you tell us of some of your achievements
in this field?

A. You know one doesn’t usually talk of
achievements. Achievements don't matter,
they are immaterial. It is the effort you put in
which counts. | am involved in improving the
cancer care in my country, | am involved in
the anti-drug movement - drugs are spoiling
the youth of our country. | am involved in the
education of spastic children. Lately, | have
become invoived in the movement against
AIDS - AIDS which is going to severely hit our
country by the end of the century. We are
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educating the people about its causes and the
precautions to take. We are trying to teach
them that it is not only through sexual contact
but also through blood transfusion, the use of
needies used in drug-injection.

What do you find more satisfying - acting or
politics?

| think everything is satisfying if you see
everything in the right perspective. | like act-
ing and film-making because that is my pro-
fession. Whatever | am today is due to my
profession. | love my profession. I have never
done anything which | have not enjoyed. |
even enjoyed being in your school. I don't do
anything which | don't enjoy.

Do you intend to continue acting?

Yes. | am still acting because acting is very
important to me and very important for my
staff who have been working for me for the
past 25 years and | have togive them salaries.
The salary | get as a politician is not enough
to even afford a secretary, therefore | have to
act to earn money to pay my staff.

Can you tell us something about your forth-
coming films?

A. Recently | made a film on the problem of
dowry and dowry deaths. It is a major prob-
lem. In 1989 about 4,600 girls were Killed
because of insufficient dowry. | made a film
on this ‘Yeh Aag Kab Bujhegee’. It didn't do
very well. When people ask me why it didn't
do well | say because people still want dowry.
That is why they didn’t like the movie! | have
not yet decided what | am going to make next.




Sports Trivia

There has been a lot of sporting activity in the
past few weeks.

The interhouse swimming came to an end. All
the events were closely fought. Much was expected
of Ved Krishna but the star was not in form. Mohit
Mehta emerged as the most successful swimmer in
group ‘C’ winning all his events (Freestyle, Breast-
stroke and Ind. Medley).

The individual medley was keenly contested
between Ved Krishna and Mohit but Mohit surged
forward near the end and won. Surya Todi excelled
in group ‘B’ (events: Freestyle, Breast stroke) and
Varun Puri in group ‘A'. In the free-style event in
group ‘B’ Akshi Saxena and Surya Todi were de-
clared joint winners.

The house - results were
Group A - Jamuna
Group B - Cauvery
Group C - Ganga

The sight of athletes practising on the main field,
sweat pouring from their brows can no longer be
seen. This toil and labour brought dividends to some
on the Sports Day held on 31st. In the Secticn D,
Cauvery held away. The formidable trio of Aziz,
Harjyot and Ved dominated the track events. Aziz
ran a memorable 400 metres taking a lead of almost
half a lap over his nearest rival. Harjyot Singh won
the 100 metres clocking 11.6 seconds. In the field
events too Cauvery excelled, picking up the gold in
discuss (Manav Khullar). Varun Sood and Piyush
Kedia came first in the long jump and high jump
respectively.

Anurag Garg, Rishi Chopra, Munish Suri. Sunil
Mittal and Prajwal Shrestha also performed well.
Aziz Rawat was declared the best athlete in section
D (Events: 1st in 400 metres, 1stin Triple jump, 1st
in 200 metres.)

It is said that two seconds are better than one
first. Sharib Khan came first in 3 events and second
in two (Events: 1st in long jump, 1st in 400 metres,
ist in short put, 2nd in 100 metres, 2nd in 200
metres.) Jairaj Singh, his closest contender for the
best athlete award, came first in four events but
failed to achieve any position in his 400 metres race.
RanaRandip made a strong comeback after 3 years,
winning both the 100 metres and 200 metres events.
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Rana also enthralled the audience with his ‘super-
man act’ in the high-jumps, coming first in his
section.

In section B. events were also closely fought
however, Anshul Anurag of Ganga dominated the
shont distance events and ultimately won the award
for the best athiete. He was supported by Muzzafar
Ali Khan to enable Ganga to lift the trophy in this
section.

The Junior school put up various entertaining
races like the ‘Maaza Race’, ‘Garland Race’, ‘Get-
ting ready to go to school’, Changing dress’ etc. In
middle school Toad Hall won the athletics and the
marching cups.

Cauvery won the marching cup as well. Perse-
verance pays dividends and it did in the District
Athletics Meet. It's worthy to know that there has
been some improvement under the watchful eye of
Mr. Rana and Miss K. Yadav. Jairaj Singh stood 3rd
in the gruelling 8 Km. run, Sharib stood 2nd in the
long jump and Rana Randip struck gold in the 200
metres. Anshul Anurag stood first in the long jump
eventin his section. We congratulate all the winners.

Coming to tennis. The inter-house competition
saw tne Jamuna duo of Atin Sharma and Dhruv
Sehgal make a clean sweep of all their matches to
help Jamuna lift the cup. Dhruv Sehgal seemed a
class apart and was several rungs above the other
players. He was understandably declared the best
player of the tournament. Zayed Khan the youngest
player in the competition, played commendably well
to earn the award of the most promising player of the
year. However, the tennis standard in general was
not very good - perhaps due to lack of practice, a
coach, and may be even the poor condition of the
tennis courts.

Our basket ball team triumphed in the Marshall
SilverJubilee basketballtournament beatingR.I.M.C.
in the finals with consummate ease by 50 points.

The Inter house vollyball and table tennis com-
petitions have commenced. I'll spare you the details
till next time. Until then,

Au revoir.

- Vidura



fa=dl 3T

ges - AARSHA ©d faan
&1 U@ QA |

A g9 FYA J FE &3 dF JEHd €| FAWI
TR FR1 & e, e &1 984a 191 M
2

QR S A AN A WG FARSH A F
fo 3 & I e fFe ge 31 3 e @
ahre & 7ga sfas A A Y, IR = e &
et & I e A1 AR S AT 1A
IHT & | &R IS A JUA TR & fore dodo
&l ? O ad & 39 ®1ae ¥ )| gEen 3%, f& @
R A ¥3-33 €1 JOR H Fa e wEd 2

I - gfadfianit #1 ==, Q@
it & fo o #H1 A g1 11 T QAT IR
& & T ¥, AR 3SR A W JUA F JER
N RREm 81 3@ A &R # o, Nl F
39 Aodlo IR A FA-Afaffad 3= IFd 2

eI 93-93 At & fo i 9gd am
1 A 8| M ZRT T AT g 9 FEgal
F fIAga FR 9Fa ¥ T w9 Y 9 Anit A
& EfiSlt F IR A gar A ], A1 I 39 q%a
B A H S 3G B! 8, 3R Fafat
1 931 BIIT 8l 2 | 9y & iy st @™
TR A Hf 3 P B ¥ 1 3 WA F
A @ I g, fF I PR W g =
afae 3R #5796t

TFeal 1 Hft Aodlo W FEA-fFeHt | F
31 A< frerar 8, 3R 3°%T1 79 98 Srar B )

e FIA wF AT FEARSH F GEMA D
T 2, @ & 3T FE Iugga e Hf B

2| 2= F UORw & ARt B RE a2 aey

FEFA TR fAFE A F | IR HAE TER F
wifese &9 g9 $1 fafy aarg S 2, Ry
I WA A A 9RAR F WA A S
U-9U WIfee T4 dAsadeR &S Farax e
TqHdl 8 | $9Y qfd-gh 3R J9-98 7 H oF
TR & fom 3R I 3= &nm

ot #@ Ot g F IF B 7
"R FEHA A I S ud arell Fa¥ A
2 A R gan A F e A AeRal ffw
® 2 Aot 1 e amr & smaeaw
Faa fred 8, S 3 geae 3% fore Fd
ANEEF Fifed 1 &

el g8 JEEdl F1 qFA A ft g+
& T3 e 7| AT FEER F IR
aRER - S & TR A gqr @ Sar @ | ot A
I 919 1 EIA FE J10 8, 6 @e-aRaw
& fhdd oM 21 32 e A AeA F fowm
-7 fafeal o o 2 R R 2w &
®1geT &0 |

e & UE-vhd T X H W
MeE 2| A A-d R ¥ JIeHt F GEA
foar e 2, e fagsit ok ARemlt & 79 ¥
o gEY & fore dm-vma a1 @1 S, § uw R
& Ty AN I FIER T IS 1Al H aE
2| 38 29 F Anlt A oar a1 2, 37 I+
1 BT TE AP JHAT |

< & A 7&1 a1 AEm fb R AARGH
3R e &1 7=7 JEA 2| T@ W W A I
F1 H&I HRO AT ] |

T S
a1 - XI

EDITORIAL BOARD

Editor : Mohit Mehta Compiler : Varun Puri We/ham Now : Simran Nurpuri Literary Affairs
& Nature’s Dairy : Hitesh Mahajan Sports Affairs : Vidura Jang Bahadur Hindi Section :
Pratya Chopra Cartoonist : Saurabh Narang Staff Rep. : N. Puri. Published & Printed by
WELHAM BOYS SCHOOL Registration No. 20208/86

Printed at PRINT WORLD, DEHRA DUN

12

¥



