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Think About It
It is possible to fail in many ways.... while to succeed is possible only in one way (for which
reason also one is easy and the other difficult- to miss the mark easy, to hit it difficult).

EDITORIAL

One fine evening, | had a shower. The next
day I got mumps. Spent ten dreadful days in the
school hospital with atowel wrapped around my
head. Terrible experience. Somehow, managed to
getdischarged. The next five days, played lotsand
lots of hockey. After hockey had lots of cold
showers. One such shower, turned out to be a
shower of blessing and I landed up in the school
hospital once again.... thistime witha temperature
ofahundred and two. A word of adviceto hygienic
fools- AVOID SHOWERS.

Back to thehospital. Brimming with ‘Viral’®
patients. Around forty admitted in the hospital and
twenty orsoresting in their hostels. EPIDEMIC?!
Various members of staffhelping out by serving all
kinds of refreshment to the sick. The Bursar in
particular, deserves apat onthe back for providing
hisreliable services to themedically unfit. Keep up
the good work!

Had I beeninajoyousmoodthesedays,I’d
have written about something more “positive” than
anepidemic, but the only thoughtsthatcome tomy
mind are negative in character. [ spend entire days
cursing the world. Cursing myself for getting sick
and cursing my time-management for not being able
to complete my long-overdue correspondence with
people living in the better half of the world!

[am also cursing myself for becoming the
ED, *cozIhaveto finishmy editorial piece within the
next half hour in order to save me from the staff
rep.’s fury! Then there are various other “‘Editorial”
problemsto cope with.

The first being- what to write inthe editorial?
Next, if you have a perpetually zonked D.T.E.
(that’sthe Desk Top Ed. foryou) like mine, youwill
have more than enough problemsto worry about. I
think the dude hasn’t even heard of something

- Aristotle

called ‘Grammar’. The Literary affairsincharge
issoweird.... youask himto get plenty of articles
and he will give you a huge write-up which will
occupy the entire space for Literary Affairs. Heh!
Heh!. I really do not know what to say. The
Ringside View correspondent has certainly
become very responsible. May be evenmore than
I. He doeseverything ontime these day. Wonder
what’sonhismind??

But withthese so-called editorial worries, [
alsoreceive my share of compliments. A word of
praise from the Head/ Staffrep./ Bursar(?)/ Dean.
A letter from an Old Boy etc. etc.

Recently a guy came and told me to write
an essay for the Himachal Times. He said I had
great calibre and would certainly do agood job.
Now, now, folks, donot get panicky.lam going
todonothing of thatsort. The Himachal Timesand
TheOliphant are worlds apart,and laminno great
hurry to associate my name with a “rival
newspaper !

Summer is getting intenser day by day in
our sleepy little town of Dehra Dun. Justthe five
minute break betweenclassesisenough fortwenty
guysto line up atthe water taps. Talking of Water
taps- the residents of P.H. are a privileged lot.
must say, for they receive a twenty-four hour
supply of absolutely chilled drinking water. They
definitely make full use of it -almost half of them
are down with cough and the common cold.

My halfhour, I guess.isalmostover folks,
soIwill pushofftocatchthe staffrep.Inany case,
Thave tocatchup onmany things. *Studies” being
oneofthem.

Tillnexttime,

Keepthe faith.
-Sidharth
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Letters to the Ed...

Dearsir,

Reference yourissuedated April 7th.1998.
I was touched as being nominated 'Dude’ for the
fortnight. I would like to take this opportunity to
express my thanksto so many members of the staff
community, boys, staft. parentsand Old Boys who

gave me support during the time of crisis.

The word 'dude’ I thought was slang fora
city slicker who came out from the east coastof the
USA to work on aranch.

yoursetc.
-S.Kandhari

W.0.B.N

Minutes of the Meeting of the executive committee held at the Delhi
Gymkhana club on 21st March, 1998

Present:-

1.Mr. Darshan Singh, President, 2. Mr
Tanuj Sethi, Vice President.3.Mr.Haripal S. Gill,
Member. 4. Mr. Nirmal
Gaur. Member, 5. Mr.

be available with Mr. Jagjit Singh from:-

a) The OB’s get together in August 1997 at the
Delhi Gymkhana Club.
b) The Diamond Jubilee

Rakesh Seth, Member. 6.

Sanidhya Pratap Singh K-296

function at the school in

Mr.  Parth  Arora, will be married to October 1997

Member,7. Mr. 8. Malvika Singh 6.Mr. Darshaq Singh and Mr.
Kandhari, Member, 8. on28th of April. Tanuj Sethi will meet
Mr. Jagjit Singh, | Ourheartiestcongratulationstothem.| ScParately to propose the
Secretary. names of suitable members

1.In order to increase the effectiveness of the
executive committee and to strengthen the Old
Boys’ Society. it was agreed that Mr. Tanuj Sethi,
would directly assist the executive committee.
Henceforth the minutes of the executive commuttee
meetings would be sent to all regional
representatives.

2.Mr.NikhilKriplaniand Mr. Parth Arora would
be the Delhi representatives. The responsibilities of
the representatives at each of the regions are
primarily two:

a)to organise at least one gettogether ina year,
b)to update the list of names, addresses, etc., in
their respective regions and to then forward a
copy ofthe Executive Committee as well asto the
WOBS secretariatat Dehradun.

3.It wasagreed that the Delhi get together forold
boys would be held during the second half of
September 1998.

4.1t was agreed that some members should visit
Dehradun to upgrade the database and bring back
afloppy ofthe upgraded list for maintaining Data
Bank at Delhi also.

5.The co-ordinates of many other old boys should

)

who will have time . energy
and resourcesto contribute towards strengthening
the society andits objectives.
7. It was agreed that Mr. Darhan Singh will co-
ordinate betweenthe variousregionsofthe WOBS.
Eachoftheregions would then be informed from
timetotime.
8. Mr. Nirmal Gaurproposed thatalistofactivities
that should be undertaken by the WOBS be
prepared. These should be inline withthe objectives
ofthe WOBS.He wasrequested to present some
thoughts on this matter at the next meeting of the
Executive Committee. During that meeting
additional ideas may come up for consideration.
9.Mr. Darshan Singh and Mr. Nirmal Gaur agreed
to follow-up with DSOBS (Doon School Old
Boys’ Society) for a copy of the tilm made on
Jaipur House. This film could then be seen by
WOBS members with regard to contentand cost.
10.The Standard Chartered Bank has already
broughtout credit cards forthe Alumni of various
schools. The Citi Bank has alsodone the same. Mr.
Banerjee of the Standard Chartered Bank had
contacted Mr. Parth Aroraand consequently sent
apreliminary requestto Mr. Darshan Singh(forthe



WOBS).This proposal will be put forward at the
nextmeting of the Executive Committee for further
discussion when such matters as Auto Debit, etc.
will also be discussed. This isa perennial way to
raise funds forthe WOBS.

11.  Thefundscollected on,a)Registration fees
andb)the Souvenirs at the Diamond Jubilee, were
tobe passed ontothe school. Forinformationitis
important to know the amount thus generated; asit
canbe used by the school forany activity deemed
fit

12.Mr. Darshan Singh had sent the draft ot aletter
to Mr. Jagjit Singh; to be sent to all OF's who
attended the Diamond Jubilee function, but forgot

to pay the registration charges. Was this letter
mailedout?

13.Mr. Parth Arora was requested to put together
alladdressesetc. ofthe Delhi Region OF "s within
3 months. Similarrequest will to goto the Repsin
otherregions.

14. The Welham Boys School currently has an
urgentrequirement foranambulance. Thisnormally
hasto be arranged by the school directly (perhaps
aMaruti Van). However the raising of funds tora
school Ambulance by the WOBS would be a
noble project. Thereforeit wasresolvedto try and
raise funds (fromall WOBS regions) towards this
cause.

WELHAM NOW

1.)  KartikeyaNarain wasappointed secretary
of the Debating Society, and Rajiv Harnal was
appointed incharge of the morning speeches.

2)  Debashish Banerjee is the new L.R.C
convenorand Rohit Bagariahasbeenmade incharge
of C.C.A

3)  Thebasket-ballteam

Second Prize: Ankit Sahay Il A
Third Prize: Varun Shankar Shuklalll B

Consolation Prizes:
Anshuman ReekwarlV A
OmitGurung[VB

left for Woodstock on
17April for a basket-ball
tournament.

4)  Thefieldin frontof
the middle school building

Twenty years ago, 15th April 1978-
The Board resolved to change the
name of the school from '""Welham

Preparatory School" (WPS) to
""Welham Boys' School" (WBS).

Chirantan Singh1V B
Adityal.ohialVB
Mustafa AklearIV B
Uday SinghlITA
Aftale SinghIIT A
Tushar Kaseralll B

hasbeenlevelled.

5)  The second
counselling session was held by Mrs Devdutt, on
the 13thand 14th of April.and wasattended by all
classes from 7thto 12th. A special sessionwasalso
held forthe staft.

6)  The White House building is still under
renovation.and constructionis scheduled to finish
by the end of June.

7)  The Koel can now be seen on the school
campus.andisexpectedtoremainuntil theend of
summer.

8)  The swimming pool, which could not be
filled earlier due to the existing water crisis. has
finally been opened to the boys.

9)  'On the Spot Painting Competition', was
held inthe Junior School, on 30th March, at2:00
pm by the Britannia Group. The boys were
supplied papers, and colours. Each participant
also gotabox of crayons, and aslice of Britannia
cake. The following were awarded prizes :
Firstprize:KungaNamgyal IV B

Meghnath Gautam 11 B
AshishChowdhary 11 B

10)The following are the results of the Inter House
Junior English Quiz. heldon 3rd April. 1998:

First: Krishna 80 points
Second:  Cauvery 38 points
Third: Ganga 29 points
Fourth: Jamuna 23 points

The winingteam comprised:
1. Pawan Rana

2. Surya Vijay Singh

3. Pranab Shrestha

11) It was decided in the School Committee
meeting to hold a Summer Carnival. Any

suggestionsshould behanded overto Prashant
Khemka.
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LITERARYAFFAIRS
Midnight Mystery

A loud shrill scream woke me up in themiddle
ofthe night. Itceased in sucha mannerthat [ was left
wondering about the direction of the scream. [ was
then shaking and shivering because the impactofthe
scream was so much thatit gotintomy mind......

Itall started whenmy friend and [ were talking
about a haunted house in New Castle. Imocked him
so much that he was provoked to challenge me to
spend anight with him, in the house. [ readily agreed
and we both decided a date when we would set out for
this rathereasy looking task. We setoutearly morning
and reached the house by noon. We gotour equipment
andtook itinside ahouse whichlooked likeasifithad
not been touched for years. Yet there were fresh
footsteps ofa four legged being in some parts of the
house.

We took our baggage inside and went for lunch
to aresort which was unusually posh foraplace like
that. The name of the resort was *Misty Meadows".
The owner ofthe resort wasrather surprised to know
of ourresidence and gave alook of disgust when we
told him where we were staying and [ somehow felt
thathe wastrying to ignore us. We were very happy
with the service, which was provided to us but we
were amazed and spellbound because ofthe awkward
behaviour shown by the owner.

We spent the day looking around the areas in
and around the house. We were pretty excited about
the nightand finally it came. A shoddy looking maid
came up and spoke inbroken English. We thanked her
for herhelp. Then when we weresleeping, [ heard that

scream. My blood became cold as [ saw a
shadow move across the room. Somehow |
managed to live through the night. I forgotall
about the challenge and pleaded withmy friend
to stay inthe house foranother night. The maid
looked rather surprised when we hadn’t left.

ThisnightItried to stay awake.and I saw
amanbeating a girl and murdering herand the
same scream was heard. [ did not know what to
do. My friend seemed rather unbothered by
these events. | wenttoexamine the scene of the
crimemyselfandas[ wasnosing aroundI saw
a projector marked *Misty Meadows™ and a
movie called ‘Deathand Night™. I went to the
resortand enquired about it and they said that it
wastakenby someone from the house. I returned
disappointedand then [ bumped into my friend.
Ashewas picking me up.Ispottedacard inhis
pocket. It was a rental card for a projector.

[t was unbelievable. it was my friend
trying to win the challenge. Well. such an
experience is worthremembering. Butit was
notonly achallenge, he wastryingtoscare all
people away from this house so that he could
sell it and earn a lot of money. His plan was
exposed and he was sentenced for fraud.
Thoughhe wasa friend. butin the end I guess.
you get whatyoudeserve.

-Owais Burza
Class IX

Religion

Whatisreligion? Forsomeitisastrict path set
by afew socalled gurus. evenabit of deviation from
which would mean damnation. For some itis set of
rules which canbe twistedand changed inaccordance
withtheir wishes. For someitissimply non-existent.

Everybody on this earth has a different
interpretationof the single word- religion. Religionis
avery personal concept of life and it is the way one
leadsit. Some thing written in abook can’t be called
religionasitisnotthe way itis practised. One can’t just
belong to areligion because of his birth. A father’s

“)

religion can be different from his son’s as
religionisthe principle youset for yourselfto
lead yourownllife.

Originally religioncame intoexistence to
harmonise human beings insociety andto tell
them the difference between rightand wrong.
But because religion is not left personal in
today’s world, it has led us into an era where
there are variousriotsamong variousreligions
and sects .

Avastcountry like Indiawas divided in



the name ofreligionand thetwo countries are still
notable to be atpeace with each other. They are
also facing tremendous trouble with their own
population with Shiah- Sunniriotsin Pakistanand

Hindu-Muslimriotsin India.
Religion is very favourable if kept to a
personal level and notinterfered with.
- Abhijit Agarwal
Class XII

Book Review

Name: It came from Beneath The Sink?
Author: R.L. Stine

The above story is from the collection of
Goose Bumps by R.L. Stine recently added to our
collectioninthe L.R.C

The story is all about a sponge which has
magical powers which grows stronger withevery
piece of bad luck thathappensnearit. Ithasround
black eyes. It changes colour. Its name is Groll.
The owner ofthe Groll cannotchange untilhe or
sheisdead. The owner. Kat, asthis was hisname,
hasalototftrouble withit. Atlast Kat starts loving
itinordertokillit. Anditdies. Then Kat says that
she hasread inanencyclopaediathat Groll grew
with bad luck - so it could decrease with good
luck. Butthey are aboutto finish their adventure

they find the cousin of the Groll. Itis only a potato
but it has long row of pointed teeth. If it clung to
anyone itcould not come out until the energy ofthe
creature was completely sapped.

Thesstory isinteresting. The characters are
brave, adventurous. charming and funny. The
language is descriptive and the story is full of
interesting details. Another striking quality of the
story is thatitis very imaginative. [t uses simple
English.Iliked the story verv much. [ assure vou
thatifvoureadit. youwillenjoyittoo.

-NishitJalan
162/ Tapti

Use your Illusion...

A yellow beam of light cuts through the
darknesslike aknife cuts butter. The thunderous
rumble ofthe approaching trainwascomingcloser.
Thenthe next minute there was a flashas the two
trainscollided with atoothjarring thud.

Suddenly. Ahmad woke up inacold sweat.
He was shivering. The same dream. again and
againand yetagain. Ithad changed hislite forever.
Now he was afraid of trains. Even the mention of
thisword. gave him fits. Because of thisword. this
dream. a boy who was always on the top. had
stopped studying. It had shattered his father’s
dreams of his son becominganengineer. Buthis
father did not give up hope. he consulted
psychiatrists and psychologists. but non could
comeup withananswer. So his tather was talking
himto Delhi. By Train.

Ahmad cried and wailed. butno heed was
paid to hisimploring pleas.

Soat precisely 3:30 a.m., Ahmad and his
tather were waiting for the passenger train that was
the mainmean of transport for villagerstravelling

to Delhi. They had to travel for a gruelling nine
hours.

Soassoonasthetrainhad pulledin Ahmad’s
fatherdid not waste any time and with the help of
aporter. loaded their luggage. They were soon ot
to Delhi. With Ahmadcryving inafoetal positionon
thetop berth. alone. his tather was soon lostin deep
slumber. Hehad locked the doors. Hislittle Ahmad
did not knowhow to open them. That wasall the
reassurance he needed. Meanwhile. Ahmad. with
hisevestightly shut. wasreciting prayers tromthe
Holy Quran. Soon he was asleep. culled by the
movementotthe train.

Itwasthenhe hadthedreamagain. He woke
upinacoldsleep. Shivering. He knew he could not
sleep again. He sneaked a glance at his tather
whose snores were audible above the rumbling of
thetrain.

[twasthen when he heard the distant rumble
again. a homn. He pinched himself. He was not
dreaming. His heart skipped a beat. He did not
know what happened next. There was an ear

(5)



defining roar, and everything was lost.

The impactof thecollisionhad crushed both
the trains intoamass of crushed metal. There were
nosurvivors. Theestimate ofthe death was around
20 so no special attention was paid to it, neither
was any compensation paid to the family of the

A Wet Holiday

It was a fine morning and everyone was
happy because it was a holiday Shivratri).
Everyone had finished morning P.T and ofcourse
studies! But, it was not for long. Soon it started
raining. Everyone’sjoy turned into sorrow.

Ma’am instructed us that none of us were
allowedtogoouttill therainstopped. So weall had
to spend the day indoors. Till breakfast we all were
indoors. We went for breakfast in our raincoats
and gum boots which no one likes to wear. I had
breakfastof some porridge and egg whichIdo not
likeeatingon Shivratri. Afterbreakfast weall were
anxiously waiting for the rain to stop so that we
could play something outdoors. But our dream
remained a dream . It was raining cats and dogs
that day and there was no sign of the sunshowing
up. The black clouds had covered the entire sky.
[ played with a T.T. racket (needless to say,
indoors). AfterthatI satdown withmy prep. I had
hardly begun when the lunch bellrang. Wehad a
delicious inch of 'Rajma with rice’. After

deceased.

Ahmad’sdreams were not justdreams. but
had been a sort of a warning.

Tothisday wheneveratrain passes through
the same spot. the scream of a boy can be heard.
-Azar Zaidi

Class X

coming back to the hostel I played a game of
carromand then I satdown withmy prep with the
hope of completing it. Two of my friends were
writingapoeminwhich1 found that somelinesdid
not hang together. So I helped them to correct it
(whichthey were thankful of).

At bath time some rays of the sun shone.
Afterour bath we suddenly realised thatwehad a
Hindi Test the next day and notmany boys had their
books to study.

Our holiday was wasted in this way. What
bad luck tohave suchaholiday onagloomy day!
[ wasdog tired waiting for the rainto stop. We all
were dyingto gooutand play. [tmay have beena
boring day but the whole day my hands were never
free. Attheend ofthe day I felt thatit would have
beenbetterif we had P.Tand classesinstead ot this
sort ot boring routine we had to follow.

Mehul Agarwal
V-A

""The hostess fell on the ground, he picked her up and put her
in the freezer..."

A seriesof murders had entirely baffled the
police. All they knew was that the murderer used
some sort of weapon to create a puncture on the
nape ofthe victim.

The wind blew furiously enoughto drown
the shrieks ofadesperate soul....

A lantern illuminated the room where
everything was broken, on one corner was a huge
freezer near which sataman whose features were
lostamongst the blood that covered his body. He
tore apart another chunk of flesh, ate it and took
outamixture of bloodand saliva.

The police received a call from the FBI
saying that the deceased were related toacertain
Carlos A. Rahamdath. They rushed to his
apartment.

(6)

Theirlips were inchesapartand he was just
going to hither whenthe police barged in. The girl
dropped on the ground and by her card she was
identified as his daughter!!??. He ran past them
using one of the police girls as a shield and
disappeared into the darkness.

Furtherinvestigationrevealed that Carlos
was one of the member of *Group Four™ and no
more information was given and this case was
closed to avoid a scandal. That police girl was
found literally sucked to death.

One year later something similar started
happeningin Germany.............

- The Black Bearded Wierde



Nature's Diary

Spring has arrived, aseason for birds. thisis

nursery and one can spot it on the Papaya trees

the season there.

when the The Hill
flowering Mynah can
Toon trees beseenearly
attract morningson
many the basket-
birds. The bailcourts " 1
Gulmohar the north
is  also block. It
ready to moves with
bloomand thecommon
so is the Mynah.
Jacaranda. Hoopoes
The birds can also be
havebegun spotted
to arrive. there.

Their The Pied Myna., . Afewdays
season has back. the
arrived "Tonk-
and they Tonk  ofthe

wantitto be another successful one.

The Koels have been calling since the
beginning of April. One can spot the Koel in the
Silver Oaks, the Bamboo groves and the Peepul
nexttoit.

Anotheraddition to the school s bird life is
the black Bulbul and the Grey Mynah. Early
mornings one can see themon the toons.

The hombillisalso getting ready tonestin
one of the trees between Nehru's field and the
tennis courts. The majestic Paradise Flycatcher
canbe seeninthe Krishna field.

The purple Sunbird hasdecided to go for the

WHAT'S
IN I??

Anirudh Chauhan's Nike bandana
Ajit Agarkar
M r. Patulis" Red LML Sensation"

green Barbet was heard inthe kitchen block field.
Letshope someone gets to see it this time.

The school campusisalsoalive withthecalls
ofthe golden Orioles and the Fantail Flycatcher.
The Grey Wagtail is a permanent teature on the
fieldsand canbe seen scurrying and bobbing their
tails. The Red Vented bulbuls and the Babblers are
busy finding nesting sights. Digvijay Lamba. before
heleft said thathe had seena scarlet Sunbird near
P.H. Who will be the lucky one to see it next?

- Amish Mulmi
Class IX

WHAT'S
OUT iic¢

Teddy'sred banadana
Debashish Mohanty
His"Yezdi"

Sepavated At J3ivth !

Jackie Shroff
Mr. Sandeep Khanna

Mr. Vinod Singh (fairer version)
Raj Babbar



Dude of the fortnight

Awarded this fortnight to none other than
this stylish man from Bihar, Amarnath
Chakravarty. Hismorning speech wasapleasant
change from the monotonous and boring speeches
and deeply enthralled everyone.

Hailing from Darbhanga district. he said he
was proudto bea Bihariand was quite surprisingly

very optimistic about the future of the state,
something we rarely get to see in the rest of the
MIB's.(MeninBihar).

He said that the Samosas will continue to
have aloos, Africathe kaalus, jungles - bhaloos,
but there would be atime when Bihar won'thave
Laloo!

RINGSIDE VIEW

Cricket season has finally come to anend
with Ganga House emerging as the indisputable
championinboththe sections. The senior section
finals played between Gangaand Krishna proved
to be a thriller as expected. Both teams put in
splendid performance but Ganga being the better
team emerged victorious. Withthe culmination of
the cricket Inter House, the cricket season came to
anend.

Krishnahouse electedtobat firstand seta
targetof 167 runsin25 overs. Anirudh Chauhan
scored48 runs withthe help ofhisdeft strokes and
“Chutki” singles, but it was Pankaj Agarwal who
putthe muchneeded - Jaaninto the Krishnabatting
withascore ot 52 runs which included 2 colossal
sixes. Ganga House, not the onesto demoralised
gotofftoagoodstart. But after the fall of the first
wicket, twomore wickets fell inquick succession.
Thisput Gangainatightsituation. burthen came
Shariq Ansari who saved Ganga just in time.
Ganga wenton to winthe match with Shariq s help
who scored 73 not out. Ganga won by 1 wicket
and 6 balls to spare.

The bestbowlerawardin the senior section
wentto Manoj Negi (G). best batsman to Anirudh
Chauhan (K) and the best allrounder went to
YashabZia(G).

The Basketball teamalso played aseries of
test matches with the O.N.G.C. team. The team
played four matches and lost all four. The score
read as follows:-

First Match- 113- 128 infavour of O.N.G.C.

Second Match-111-137 infavourof O.N.G.C.
Third Match- 77- 100 in favour of ON.G.C.
Fourth Match-132- 150 infavour of O.N.G.C.

However. | must also mention that the
O.N.G.C. team consisted of four Indian- team
players. Ourteamalso played a match versus the
Doon School on our courts. It was a very exciting
matchand the final score read 34-33 inour favour.

The Basketball team also visited Woodstock
School (Mussorie) for atournament. They lostin
the semi-finals against the American Embassy
School. The Golden Jubilee Basketball tournament
and the Afzal Khantournamentare coming up at
the end of this month. T hope the team performs well
inboth these tournaments.

Hockey practice has begun with zest. The
team does not have much time as the Council
School Hockey is starting on the 24th of April.
They will have to work really hard to putupagood
showat the Council School Hockey tournament.
Welham hockey like Basketball hasareputationto
liveupto and [ have full faith that under Shariq
Ansari’s guidance thereis noreason why the team
should notdo well.

The swimming pool after an acute water
problemisfinally inuse. Ithas become the saviour
of these seeking shelter from the wrath of the
afternoon sun.

-Ahmad
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