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Think About It
My best friend is the one who brings out the bestinme. -Henry Ford

EDITORIAL

"A prefect...", so begins the most coveted
prayer in Welham. It is an oath of fidelity and
honourto the school, which binds the speaker, as
well as those who stand beside him. It is, of course
the oath the prefects must take before they are
appointed. Naturally any Welhamite would give his
eyeteeth to be the proud ;
readerofthis prayer. What =
intrigues me though, is
whether, the activity so
lovingly called'scoping’,
actually paysoff? The latest
conversationall seemsto
revolve around, "He the
ane who never talks, or
him with the fancy walk".
The school suddenly
seems to have jumped to
attention on the
appointment of this 'bad
batch', lets hope it stays
that way.

Itisappropriate for
me to record our thanks to the outgoing school
captain and his body of prefects for the good work
they did during their tenure. Their kindness,
considerationandleadership wasinvaluable. Here's
wishing the new prefect body to furtherimprove
standards.

The exams of course were another matter,
but asone master of intelligence, was reportedly
overheardsaying, "Exams ? Whatexams ?" Itisthis
very attitude which we have to change. Now that
the exams are finally out of the way, even the
slowest Welhamite realises their true
importance... VACATIONS! The Welhamite

anthem at the moment seems to be, "No more
pencil, No more books. No more teachers' dirty
looks."

The newly foundeddisciplinary committee,
isall setto punishanybody who dareslook atitin
a funny manner. The
members themselves,
were of course chosen
withgreatenthusiasm, so
muchso, thatitresembles
the Indian Parliamentto
a great degree. Here's
wishing them good luck.

Withthe vacations
commencing in a few
days, theholiday fervour
is at its zenith, in fact a
certain section of the
community believesthey
arealready athome, and
~ have discarded the
school uniform in favour of more err
ah..umm..fascinating garb. The common rooms
too, are flooded withhordesoftadpolesinuniform,
who do nothing but watch yet another rerun of
Xena, the Warrior Princess. Hmmm..I wonder
why all the sudden interest in Xena.

Here's wishing youavery good holiday, and
looking forward to the usual fancy haircuts, and
attitudes, nextterm. As for myself, I will retire to the
comfortofthe Krishna House common room, and
resign myselfto the corrupting influence of cable
television.
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Welham Now

1) Thenew prefect body was appointed onthe 2nd
December. The following have been appointed-

Kumar Abhijeet (School Captain)
Sachin Gupta (Sports Captain)
Hamza Anis Ahmad
Shradhey Rawat
Hemant Tiwari
Suman Saurabh
Karan Gulaya
Maneesh Shrestha

2) The Astronomical Society has setupa telescope
onthe LRCroof,toenable viewers to see Marson
clearnight skies.

3) The examinations started on Sth December.

4) Thejunior school had their B-house Entertainment
programme on 29th November.

5)Staffplayedacricket matchagainst the Marshall
School staff. The match was wonby us.

11)Mr. Joy Arorahad ason on Sth December,our
heartiest congrulations to him and we hope his son
grows up to be an ex-welhamite, someday.

6)The school committee meeting took place on
28thNovember.

7) Abhisar Garga suggested that Rollerskating
shouldbeintroducedinthe school. The Nehrufield
should be transformed into a skating ring.

The matter will be looked into.

8) Cord in front of the middle school should be
improved. Thechairman said that the matter would
belooked into.

9) Bisharad Shah said that Krishna house cattle
traps should be replaced as the cows have started
destroying the cattle traps.

Thechairman said that the matter would be looked
into. The gates will probably be shut instead of
replacement.

10) Anirudh Gupta suggested that there should be
agenerator in Krishna house.

The chiarman said that the matter will be looked
into.

School Captain's speech

I can still remember the day, when I had
steppedinto thisschool about 1 1 yearsago. Thrown
into thisunknown world and nowI am standing in
front of all of you as aschool captain.

Ithasrequired lot ofhard work, commitment
and dedication, I have been observing forabout 3
years now that the school's discipline has slightly
slackned in some directions and as we comprise
the prefect body our planofaction will be tightening
up things and improve discipline to a standard
which would be exemplary. This would mean
taking games and P.T. more seriously, utilising the
time productivley and more effectively and
encouraging each student to participate in school

Our body will try to avoid physical
punishment. Webelievethatif punishmentis given
@

to the students there is something wrong with
example set by the prefect body. We have to run
the school by setting examples. I appeal to the
wholeschool that whatever my body will be doing
it will be for the betterment of the school and for
every individual. Each and every student should
developinhimselfasenseof selfresponsiblity, self
respect and endeavourto raise the standard of the
school.

Wheneverastudentmoves out ofthe campus
he should remember that he is acting as a mirror
which reflects the school'simage. He should try
projecting himselfto the world whata Welhamite
istohimself; his colleagues, histeachersand to the
publicatlarge. There are many avoidable habits
which the boys tendto pick up at this age and such
mistakes should be avoided. If any student is



caught smoking, drinking, breaking bounds or
carrying cash the student will be takendirectly to
the Principal and I will see toit thatsome serious
actionis taken againsthim-the actionmay evenbe
expulsion. So I request the whole school not to
indulgeinsuch errors.

Students should maintainharmony amongst
themselves by respecting each other's freedom.
Any sort of bullying will not be tolerated by my
prefectorial body. Teachersshould notbesidelined
and should be given due respect. It is they who
make us capable of standing on our feet.

The standard of sports needs to be further
improved. Sports greatly contributes to the success
and name of a school, so each boy should choose
atleastone sportand try toexcel init. During games
hours no one should be in the hostel.

As has been the tradition I would again
request everybody including the teachers notto
cross the main field. We all should also avoid
throwing stonesin the main field.

My body hasdecided toreserve Wednesday
afternoonasalitter picking day.

The standard of language spoken generally
inschool must bea language spoken by agentleman
. Weall shouldavoid using unacceptable language,
specially the use of swear words.

Finally [ request my classmates to wholly
cooperate with us. Being the senior most class,
school discipline and setting examplesisexpected
fromthe prefectsas muchas from youall.

Inorderto live up to the motto of the school
every individual has to work hard to take the school
from Strength to Strength.

Literary Affairs

What I would like to do

My mother is a teacher and I also want to
becomeone.

I have always helped my younger brother
and sister with their home-work. I think [ know
howto teach. I canunderstand what the child is not
understanding. In my previous school, I was
considered to be bright, but here in Welham, I think
Thavealottolearn. I want to help the weak children
when I grow up. I hope to teach very well. [ will
avoidscolding and most ofall screamingat children.

[ will hate to punish and will never do so. I will
encourage the childrento do their work quietly and
and carefully. I only want toteach in Welham Boys'
School asthingsare very interesting and enjoyable
here. Intheevenings, I will teach the poor children
and charge nomoney.

I know it's difficult to become a 'Good
teacher' but I will try my best, to become one.

Eana Bagga
Class V

The Bully

I had heard he was a strange man, but now,

asheapproached me forthe first time... he looked
familiaras ifI'dknown him forever. All alone he
came and sat on the table next to me. He wore a
black hat, black shirt, black pantand no shoes. As
hesat, drinkinghis ale he reminded me of areptile...
andthenlookedatmeand smiledand I sawit... the
quest for the three golden teeth had ended!

Way back in 1957 when I was studying in
standard nine at Vancouver Highaguy named Bud
Valentine entered school. He stood six-foot-six,
weighed a hundered kilos, played quarter-back

and smoked twenty cigarettes aday and had three
goldenteeth. Inshort he played itreal cool. He was
also, as such guys usually are- areal bully. And as
fate would have it-1 became his goat. Every day he
would grab me by the collar and I would shout
"Captain Jack" tentimes before he let go of me.

While playing football he would hitmeinall
sorts of places and kick me in the stomach. When
I was growing my hair- Elvis-style, he cutitdown
tolessthanacentimetere... and I kept taking it like
adog. He would eat my share inthe canteen . Make
me fetch water and coke.
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Doeverythingto putme downandeveryone
cheered. No one confronted Bud Valentine. Then
itcame. WhatI'd been waiting all year-the dance.
Nancy and I had fixed upmonths back. That night,
I borrowed dad's Chevy, picked up Nancy and
went to the Ball. To my horror, Mr. Bud metus at
the entrance. There were about thirty couples
seated at the steps. I looked at him and he looked
from me to Nancy to the Chevy and back at me.

Hey, Hey, Hey, whadda we 'ave 'ere! Ol!
man Fred 'nNancy!

"Gimmethe keys youdorkface!"

Vancouver next week. Thatincidentdogged me
over the years. I spent my days and my nights
looking for Bud Valentine and his three golden
teeth. I knewI'd find him someday.

Today, I'm a cop. I stand six-foot-four,
weigh a hundered and twenty kilos, I've been
suspended thrice for beating up street fighters.
Today, I want Bud's blood.

I looked at the man in black and smiled
back. I was about to confront him when he put his
hand into his pocketand took outa syringe.

AtthatinstantIgotupandleft. Bud Valentine

Iresisted, but Bud threwme aside and took would die a bad death.
thekeys. He picked up my girl and they drove off Sidharth Singh
inmy dad's Chevy. Class XII
I wasbroken. Completely. I left schooland
Trianero

Carlos Ramirez had been alegend in bull
fighting and Alfonso too wanted to be one. He was
standing nearthe wooden barrierand was frowning.
He thought about the good days whe. ..e used to
go fishing with Carloshis beloved father-the burly
bull fighter and he thought about the good days in
Triana and his mother, not to forget Alicia his
childhood sweetheartto whom he had gotengaged
just a week back.

Inthe arena he saw Armillitathe legendary
Indian, play around withthe bull literally twisting it
around him like rubberand he feltastabofenvy for
this was his first show in Mexico city and he hadn't
the confidence Ammillitawas showing.

He thought about the first time he stepped
into the 'Suit oflights' the matador’s skintight suit
withgoldembroidery and howwith great valourhe
hadkilled his first bull. He also tried to remember
the lessons taught to him by his fatherand he knew
itwasa signofnervousness. Healso remembered
his firstand only big injury he had received on his
back almostayearback froma bullnamed Trianero'
and unconsciously hishand ran acrossthe puckered
scar on his back.

Ashesatback and looked around he heard
fromhis managerand was told that this bull too was
a 'Trianero' and he thought 'the other Trianero
shouldhavekilled me fornowI am going tothisone
withoutmercy'.

Asitwasnow histumto go inthe arenahe
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gotup and could feel the blood surging inhis ears
heconfidently saidto his colleagues "onthis Trianero
the boy from Triana will gethis revenge"

As Alfonso stepped into the arena the crowd
applauded and got up to cheer for the champion
and as the bull was released he could see it was
easily more than half a ton and its horns meant
death.

The grunting bull snorted and kicked dust all
thetimelooking himintheeye. It'snostrilsquivering
and its blood-shot eyeballing. All of a sudden
Alfonso pulled of his cape and the war between
manand beast began. The bull charged and though
Alfonso deftly stepped out of its way it was too
close forcomfort. Onthe fight wentand onthe bull
charged-once it even twisted its head tearing
Alfonso's suitand taking spangles offit Alfonso
knew it would not be easy and that this bull was a
veteran. Soon the bull started to tire and its flanks
started to quiver and cach charge was slower than
its predecessor.

Alfonsothentook out his 'Muleta' the small
red clothandtaunted the bull withiit. The bull, now
infuriated, charged with renewed vigourand Alfonso
had toreally watch outhow he handled his'Muleta’
like areal master which he was. Whenat last the
'Moment of Truth' (The time when the victor is
chosenanditis then the point of no return) passed
to Alfonso'sadvantage. After some time he, with
ease, twisted out his sword and as the bull came



near plunged it with great power at its heart but
unfortunately it was deflected by ariband instead
entered his lung and punctured it. When bright red
blood poured out he mistook it to be a punctured
heart and he turned waving to the crowd and
throwing his cap up withjoy whenall ofa sudden
thebulloutofangertwisted viciously. Unfortunately
for Alfonsoitcaughthimintheleg and trapped him.
The powerful animal hooked himinthe leg, twisted
him around as if he were a toy on the end of his
stick, tossed him into the airand caught himon the
other horn, puncturing the other leg. Now, with
fierce chopping motionsthe infuriated bull slashed

at the impaled man with both horns after whichit
collapsed because of loss of blood. There was no
movement in the arena and man and beast lay
beside each otherand there was unholy silence and
foraminute the world stopped. All ofasuddenthe
matador moved and the people started clapping
shouting "Ole!Ole!" and throwing caps. Assistants
with stretchers came and picked him up and he
roared, "So the boy from Triana has taken his
revenge".

Pawan Rana
Class VIII

Nightmare

Linda has again been woken up by a
nightmare. These nightmares have been occouring
for the past few days and they seem like a a
paradox to her. The same thing happening again
and again, she is seing a girl running, it's the lane
leading to the bar'Hamoke', the barisclosed and
she is running, the killer is running after her, he
catchesher, and the dreamends, but tonight'sdrem
isquite different, she seesthe girl's face, it was her
friend Sonya, and the killer... She still does not
know.

Lindagets up from herbedit'snearly dawn,
she is sitting upright on the bed, sweating, and
trembling with fear, what was supposed to do
about this nightmare, should she tell her friend
aboutitorshouldsheleaveitalone. Thesequestions
keptonarising in herhead, herhead isnowsplitting
of the medication she hasto have for herasthama,
the after affects are now teling on her.

Itis nownearing dawn and she, thought it

approriate to not sleep but to get ready for work.,
Linda works ina multinational company dealing
withmerchantgoods. She getsoutofbed and goes
to the bathroom to brush her teeth, she goes into
hersmall kitchen, typical ofaNew Y ork appartment
wheralowly paid individual lives. She enters the
kitchenand putsthekettleon the stove and puts the
bread inthe toaster.

The water boils she putscoffeeinittakesa
toast and starts to eat. a simple breakfast. The
morning paper slips through her door and she
opens the first page she looks at the side coloumn,
she walks to the toilet to take a shower, the paper
reports another murder, the headline."Carlos the
killer, strikesanother. the victim,awomanreportedly
named Sonia Parker waskilledinthealley leading
into the nightclub called 'Hamoke', Miss. Sonia
was killed and her body parts thrown around...
Linda is glad that sht did not see the rest of the
dream...

The Frightened Child

A Question

I meet her, my heart beat increases.

[ talk to her, I feel I am on top of the world.

I walk with her,I want this to never end.

Ijoke withher, I feel too happy when she laughs.
I'miss her, everytime she goes.

I find her beautiful, compared evento Venus.

[ close my eyes. I see her.
lask you, is this love ?

Pradipta Rana
Class IX
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Nature's Diary

Animals have rights as much as we do

1. Food-nourishment

Counterpoint : Human body is structured
and programmed to eatand digest vegetarian food.
2.Research forknowledge and Information:- to
improveand benefithumanlife.

Counterpoint : avery cruel and savage idea
indeed! Should one species be killed in order to
keepanotheralive? Should we have humansslaves
brought up only to be experimented uponto keep
the rest ofthe humanrace going. We havenoright
to take away anybody'srightto live.

3. Animals getkilled by each other in their natural
habitats.

Counterpoint:Yes, | agree with the point,
butit isaknown fact that predators prey for food.
Man has more alternatives and thus can avoid
doing so.

4. There are several other ways in which humans
take away the rights of animals.
a) Killing for sport-Should be condemmed as the

greatestofall crimes. Man has the mental capacity
to devise other means of entertainmentand sport.
b) We keep domisticated pets. Man lovesto keep
petsbutrarely feels concerned about their hapiness
and well being. Forexample : fish loveto swim for
miles, swimming from seatosea. But whenthey are
confined to small ponds and aquariums, we can see
theirmisery. Similarly birds love to fly around free
and sometimes evenmigrate toothercountries. But
man confines themto cages. It affects their minds
and they start showing abnormal behaviour.
c¢)Inzoosand circusesalso,animalslose theirright
to free movememnt, free interaction and natural
food. It is pathetic to see the animal sit sulkily in
isolated cagestryingto live on sub-standard stale
food.

d) Vivisection for education has been proved
usless because theanatomies of animalsare different
from ours, a better alternative has been found-
computersimulation.

Public Perfomance by Animals

The sound of drums slowed down, then
started again, increasing the boy's curiousity. He
traces the source of the drums. Whatdoes he see
there?Nothing but, apairof monkeysdancing with
aslothbear, andamancontrolling them.

Theaboveexampleis found inalmostevery
cityinIndia, withthe traditional 'Madaris'and their
captive pets. Some others prefer snakes, making a
cobra sway to the music of the flute and so on.
Thereare many examplessuch asthisandeachone
referstothepublic perfomance ofanimalsandcruelty
towards them.

These animalsare first caughtinjungles, and
then made to performin the hostileenvironmentof
the city. Cruelty towards these animals is
unspeakable, and we humans watch these shows
with great curiousity.

Public performancesaren'tonly restricted to
monkeysand bears, animals such as langoorsand

(©)

the pangolinarealso madeto performin frontofthe
no-par public.

Mental reserchers have also found out that
animals get physically weak in captivity. Every
religionprohibitscruelty towards animalsbuthumans
stilldo not give any respect to such sentiments; go
ahead and capture these dumb animals.

Many of us like to go to circuses and watch
lionsor tigers pertform acts such as jumping over
flamesetc.; butdo any of youknow what goes on
behind these acts? These beings of the jungle, the
big cats are kept undernourished and are treated
with the utmost cruelty.

Wehumans, haveto stop these perfomances;
not only because animals and humans share a
common ancestor but also on the grounds of
mercy, kindness,and aboveall, humanity.

Amish Raj Mulmi



What'sIn

Punjabi
Underground shoes
Bad batch
'ChotaRambo’
Holidays
Rahul Don's beard

What's Out

Englishand Hindi
School shoes
Goodbatch
'Bada’' Rambo
Exams
Reshil Charlesbeard

Dude of the Fortnight

Credit must be givento the School Captain,
Adhir Bhatand his colleagues forhaving managed
theirmany and onerous duties. When one considers
that the management of the student population of
over 500 isaresponsibility of great magnitude, itis
appropriate that we give thanks for a good job
done.

Adhir has been an effective Captain. In
sports, indebates, drama and inacademics he has
led by example. He could have been sterner but

that perhaps is not in his nature. Perhaps his
kindness wastaken forleniency. Thereis, ofcourse,
alwaysroomto further improveexisting standards-
inacademics, sports, co-curricular activitiesand
discipline. No doubt, the new Captain will take on
thechallenge and continue the good work done by
Adhir.

To Adhir and his team our thanks and to
Kumar Abhijeet and his team our good wishes for
success.

Separated at Birth

Avinash Aggarwal
Rajeev Goswami
Anirudh Gupta
TejLohia

Suppandi
Mehul Mayank
'Krur' Singh of Chandrakanta
Debashish Mohanty

Throughthe Keyhole

Mr Jagjitto Gurjeet: Why did yougettwo outof
twenty in yourtest ?

Gurjeet: Sir because the full course was out of
course.

MrHannah: (InEnglish period whileit wasraining,
to Shaunak): " Goandseeiftherain wateris wet".

Mr Gosain to Lovish: Why didn't you come for
P.T.?

Lovish: SirI had gone for Basket ball.

Mr Gosain(picking uphisleg): deyjastdi,I'll give
atightslap. :

Mr Mitra (to Derek): "You've dropped your
key.(meaningtosay, you've dropped your singing)
Derek: "Sir, T haven't brought my keys."

Animesh Pant to Amritanshu: Wake me up
when youare asleep.

Saumya to Ankush: Do youknow thatteachers
are only allowed to have meals on 245 daysina
year

Ankush:Are youmad? They have meal on more
than 400 days in ayear.
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RINGSIDE VIEW

Sportsmen are numerous, common even.
Butmenwho lead by example, from the front, they
are captains of sides. Men with immense skill and
unconquerable spirit, men of character, those are
leaders.

Thisbatchhadalotofbrilliant sportsmen but
these guys were outstanding, more equal among
equals. Andattheend of thisyear we will bidatear
eyed farewell to these guys. Atthistime, I would
liketo pay atribute to these outstanding sportsmen.

Soccer: Abhijeet Sengupta. Perhaps the
most controversial captain in Welham history.
Always led by example. Neverasked anything of
his team, which he didn't do himself. He was
undoubtedly the most peppiest guy around. His
pep talks lifted everyone's spirit (except the
opposition)andeven led his house to victory inthe
Inter house. A reasonably talented footballer, he
made up for what he lacked in technique with his
neversay die spiritand will to win.

Basketball: Basketball for long has been
Welham's pride, our teams, unbeatable. But, under
Reshil Charles, in the beginning of the year,
basketball at Welham reached an all time low.
Nevertheless, theman who brought the underground
to Welham, was not easily daunted. Under the
guidance of the unequalled Mr Vachani, theteam
practiced day and night for the IPSC Tournament
in Ajmer. Their hardwork began to pay off and
under Charles' leadership, turned defeats into
victories. The feather in the captain's hat was of
course reaching the finals of the IPSC. This feat
silenced all his critics and showed that he was
second to none.

Cricket: The cricket captain was of course,
Anirudh Chauhan the handy Garhwaliistotally
infatuated by the sport. He ate, drank and even
sleptcricket. Itran in his blood and 0ozed out of his
ears. Luckily for us he was as much a player as
much a pop. Undoubtedly the best batsman in

school, he was also abrilliant bowler and fielder.
His consistency was undoubtedly the best part of
hisgame. Hisrepertoire of shots isamazing. Though
there weren't many outside competitors, within the
school itself, he proved his worth.

Hockey: Maybe it was practice at Welham
Girls' that helped the team achieve the excellent
standard it did, whatever it was, I'm sure the
captain had a lot to do with it. Shariq Ansari,
through hardwork, skill and perseverance, lead his
teamto many brilliant victories. Despite thelack of
acoach, the hockey teams practice sessions were
perfectly organized. They even practised key
moves. Theteam played brilliantly throughout the
season, losing only the odd time. They evendrew
with the otherwise unbeatable Rimcollians. The
Oakgrove tournament victory was his crowning
glory. An extremely gifted player himself, he
mounded the team into aclose and efficient outfit.

Athletics: Kartikeya blazed the trail this
time both in the Inter house and the districts. An
outstanding athlete he proved himself worthy ofhis
appointment. He won events as varied as the high
jump and the 1500 mts. Truly a polychromatic
athlete. In the district meet, the team, under his
leadership, came up withits best performance in
the Districts. He himself picked up unprecedented

.fourmedals. A true prodigy.

Volleyball: Volleyball has only recently
emerged asamajor sportin Welham andunderthe
leadership of the modest, hardworking, Ashish
Kumar has gone from strengthtostrength. Ashish
himselfisanexcellenttalented sportsman. Volleyball
ishisownelement. He hardly ever makesamistake.

We thank them for the contribution to
sporting history at Welham where they have shown
what they are made of, but most of all we thank
Welham once again for making them and us, what
we are today.
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