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The Oliphant

22nd February, 1999

No. 223 WELHAMBOYS'SCHOOL

Think About It
With, is educated insolence.-Aristotle

EDITORIAL

The Welham Community, is proud to present a glimpse of it's new production, '"Welham
Boys' (as opposed to Bombay Boys). From the makers of slaks, tyes and skool shirts, coming
soon to a magazine near you.

ThePlot: The yearis 1999, atime plagued by the the usual hindi film bad guy. This guy has style.

ravages of'Cash Checks', morning PT and some
truly bland concotions from the drawing board of
the caterer (Horrors!).
We're back at where
we started, and school
goeson (notice, I did
NOT say "life" goes
on.) Spring is in the
air, and zealous
teachers with eyes
thirsting forhomework
roam the land. Just for
good measure, we
even threw in some
cricket fanatics (yes
yes! thekind whoroll
their eyes upwards
and foamatthe mouth
atthe mere mentionof
the word "Tendulkar).

The Heroes: Since this is a family show, we
decided to omitsome ofthe more lewd sequences,
asaresult, the heroes would obviously be the male
members of the staff. Buthonestly, they dodeserve
credit. Lucky us, we even have a certain Jackie
Shroffin our midst (how convenient).

The Villain: Who else but that, O most wicked of
souls, the school captain himself. The meremention
of his name, turns the knees of his unsuspecting
victimstojelly. Youhave toadmit though, he'snot

The Romance: Incidentally thisisalso the month
of Valentine's Day.
However, it is one
area where our
masterly creationisa
little lacking. Butthen
of course. we could
give vou the usual,
running around trees
song and dance
sequence. In an all
boys school though.
that doesn't seem
quiteright. Speaking
ofwhich, why are all
Hindi movie songs
stereotyped to
running around trees?

The Suspense: Hmm..I'll tell youanothertime.

The Obstacle: Okay, answerme this, which hindi
movie is complete without the heroine's father
dying of cancer, or the hero's mother being
kidnapped? In true Hindi movie style, we too have
introduced the element ofhardshipsto suffer. etal.
Thistimeit's the board exam-scare. And although
it compares poorly with hindi movie drama. itis
quite aterrible ordeal for some.

Coming soon to a magaczine near you!
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Welham Now

1)Classes 10and 12 are having their preliminary
exams, before the boards. We wish them the very
best.

3)School team Cricket practice isin full swing.

4) The Following were appointed captains of
various school activities:

Taekwondo Mukti Bikram Shah
Volley Ball AshishKumar
Badminton Kunal Vimani

Tennis AnantDwivedi

Squash Charanjeet Singh Mann
Table Tennis Sulabh Arora
Basketball Sachin Gupta

Music Saswat Prasad 5)Best wishes to Mr. Mehangaram on the marriage
Hockey Saswat Prasad ofhisdaughter.
Football Pranay Shrestha
Cricket Suman Saurabh 6) Best wishes to Mr and Mrs Joy Arora on the
Swimming Maneesh Shrestha birthoftheirson, Kabir.
Athletics Rahul Dawn
Weight Training Hamza Ahmad 7) The cricket team played amatch againstalocal
Chess Abhishek Rungta school.
Obituary

|Our condolences to Mr S K Kandhari, on the sad demise of his mother and to Mrs Hannah on the sad

demise ofher father.

W.0O.B.N.

1)Milan Gupta presently at IIT-Bombay, studying
Material Science and Engginaletter has said that
hispresentinstituitiondid notevenhave halfthe pep
of Welham, and that he missed his old school
greatly.

Milan Gupta Ex-542/JamunaBatch of 96.

2) Devrat Khichi (batch of 1990-G/321) wed
Yogeshwari Devi in Jaipur inthe beggining of this
month. Weexpress our heartiest felicitations fora
happy married life.

3)Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st November,
1998 at 11:00 am in the Learning Resources
Centre.

The Office Bearers of the Welham Old Boys'

Society:

President Mr Darshan Singh

Vice President Mr Tanuj Sethi

Secretary/Treasurer MrJagjit Singh

Members MrHaripal Singh Gill
MrNirmal Gaur
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MrRakesh Seth
MrNikhilKriplani
Mr Parth Arora
Ex Officio Member MrS. Kandhari
New Appointment: Mr Prashant Kochar

1) The President, MrDarshan Singh addressed the
meeting by saying that it was now time for the
WOBS to stand on it's own feet and that could be
achieved only if it's membership increased and
there was active participation by all it's members,
including the old boys who did their prep school in
WelhamBoys'.

He further stated that this team of executive
had been working through the yearto achieve the
above goal but it needed more consolidated effort
from each and every member.

2) The minutes of the previous meeting were read
and passed after discussing mattersarising out of it.

a) The President told the House that in spite
of littleresponse, the secretariat in Dehra Dun was
ableto compileatelephone/addressdirectory with



updating information of two hundred and fifty
members out of amembership of 800 members.

b) The house was also told that despite
writing twiceto the members who didnot pay their
registration fee during the diamond jubilee, the
President did notget any response, neitherdid the
secretariatin DehraDun.

The members present suggested that the
defaultees should be barred from the membership
ofthesociety afteranother warning. The executive
hasyet to take adecision on their suggestion.

3) The President congratulated the Dehra Dun
chapterforholding aget-togetheron 14th February,
1998 which was attended by 23 members. He
further hoped such meetings would be held
elsewhere inthe country to strengthenthe bonding
among it'smembers.

The house suggested that certaintowns be
made centre pointsand towns withsmaller gatherings
could merge with these centre pointsintheir get-
togethers. eg. Dehra Dun could be a centre point
for Rishikesh, Hardwar, Saharanpur Mussoorie
and Yamunanagar.

4)Nikhil Kriplani, suggested thathe would like to
fixatime/date and venue for the Delhi get-togethers
onapermanent basis, so that on the following day
ofthe month Old Boys would knowa get-together
was on and could attend it. If any outstation
member was visiting the city, during that time he
could alsojoininto meetotheralumni. This would
finally become a permanent happening and the
participation would increase among it's members.

Tentative dateand time for the first meeting
was suggested by few members to be the first
wednesday of every month. The above has yet to
be finalised.

5) Mr Darshan Singh emphasised the need for a
secretariatin Delhi to handle the Old Boys Society
work efficiently, whichshould ideally be runby a
retired Old Boy on a part-time basis initially and
then when the Society is financially strong, it could
manage a full time person to run it. He further
stated, "Itisa vision which we must fulfil, first from
our own offices and then taking up a separate,
independent place forit."

6) Tanuj Sethi, The vice president put forth his
report - The Vice President with the help of the

President has been writing to various regional
representatives and passing on whatever data the
Delhi office and the Dehra Dun Secretariat has to
offer so that the regional reps. could from time to
time update it and also strengthen the society's
databank. They held ameeting in Delhi forall the
regional representatives and have been in touch
with themthrough correspondenceand telephone.
The response has been mediocre.

7) Mr S. Kandhari suggested that non-active
representatives should be voted out and more
active ones be appointed in place of them.

8) Mr Darshan Singhtold the house that when we
appointarepresentative itis done in good faithand
we hope that they would work to strengthen the
society. Althoughmost have done so.othershave

sleptattheirjobs.

New Appoinments:

Punjab MrGurvir Singh

Himachal Pradesh Mr Anup Singh
Haryana(South) MrDigvijay Lamba
Chandigarh Mr Harbeer Batra

Dethi Mr N. Kriplani/Parth Arora
Delhi Univ(South) MrDhruv Dhindsa

Delhi Univ(North) Mr Vibhu Arya

Bombay Mr Narendra Kandhari
Lucknow --

Kanpur MrMohit Agarwal
Moradabad MrRajeev Kothiwal

Calcutta --

Dehra Dun M:Raju Verma/MrP. Kochar
US.A. Mansingh/Jai Singh Yadav
Pakistan MrRifaatHayat Khalt'sn Daha
Nepal Mr Yurendra Basnett

9) Tanuj Sethi, said that there was a proposal to
have the Welham logo on a Citibank credit card
and that they were working towards it feasibility.

10) Mr Prashant Kochar asked the executive
committee. why the WOBS wasn'tregistered vet.
Mr Darshan Singh clarified thataroughdraft ofthe
constitution hasbeendrafted and the committee is
working towzrds anideal workable constitution
and once accepted by members. it would be
registered.

11) Mr Raju Verma asked the secretary how he
could enrel anew member. The secretary told him
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that he would have to write to the secretariat in
Dehra Dun which would thensend the applicanta
formand after fulfilling it'sterms and conditions he
would be enrolled as amember of the Old Boys'
Society. Theterms were:

i) The boy should have studied in Welham Boys'
School.

ii) He should not have been expelled from the
school.

i1i1) He would have to pay anentry fee of Rs 2000
currently.

12) Mr Arvind Agarwal suggested that we needed
to build up the corpus of the society and to work
towards itthere should be a voluntary contribution
annually.

After it was put to the floor of the house, various
suggestions came aboutand the most suitabletoall
the members was -

Agegroupabove 35 tocontribute Rs 1000 annually.
Age group between 35 to 25 to contribute Rs 700
annually.

Age group of below 25 to contribute Rs 500
annually.

13) Mr Darshan Singh told the house that they
needed to induct more active people into the
executive committee to strengthen and streamline
it's working. Mr Prashant Kochar's name was
proposed, being an active member of the Society
anda chartered accountant, based in Dehra Dunto
help look into the Society's finances. The house
approved MrDarshan Singh'sappointment, making
Mr K ochara member ofthe executive committee.

14) Mr Parth Arora, a member of the executive
told the house thathe had notreceived payment for
the thousand copies of the school film that he had

supplied overa period of a year.

The secretary informed Mr Arora that the
quality of the film tape was substandard in majority
of'the cases. This was the feedback from the Old
Boys'and parents who bought the film. The bad
tapes have beenreplaced. MrKandhari informed
the house that the filmdid not fulfil the initial contract
inthe first place. The setting of our campus with the
surrounding valley and its hillsand mountains was
notinductedinthe filmanditended without showing
a vision of the future of the school . Mr Darshan
Singh informed the House that the film was to be
givento professional inthe first place but when Mr
Parth Aroraapprached the executive committee to
get the contract, being an old boy the executive
helped him getting the film. That was it's only
responsibility. He further stated that the executive
committee in it's previous meetings had decided
that the money they would collect would goto the
school. The Society never took the responsibility
of fundingthe film.

15) The budget of the Society for the year 1998-
1999 is yet to be passed by the executive
committee. Mr Prashant Kochar would assist the
secretary cum treasurer to put forth an accurate
budgetbefore the executive committee inamonth's
time forit'sapproval.

16) Other suggestions with the permission of the
chair:

a) The secretary requested the executive
committee to grant him a budget to update the
Dehra Dun Secretariat computer. The Executive
committee agreed to thisafter getting an estimate.

17) The meeting ended witha vote of thanksto the
chair.

Literary Affairs

Life's Irony

The Bomb erupted withatremendous flash,
followed by an ear-splitting explosion. Shrapnels
ofthe explosive were fallinginall directionstargetting
anyone near by. People ranamock, fleeing from
the site as quickly as possible.

Meanwhile, I, who was standing atthe nearby
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townhall had seen the incident happen and was out
in a flash helping the injured people. This was a
busy market place and due to the explosion an
obvious stampede took place. Even the injured
were left ontheirown. My firstresponse wastocall
the police or some Bomb Squad which I did from



my cellular phone.

Gradually, the market place was begining to
empty and by that time the Bomb disposal Squad
was there to take care of the havoc and get the
present circumstances incontrol. Seeing the people
indistress was atearful sight. Someone's skull had
been broken apart by some wayward sharpnel or
some had multiple burns. So much blood-shed.
Onequestion rang inmy mind likea gong and kept
asking me, "Why is theirsomuchblood-shed, why
can't people liveand let live?"

The dead with their heads covered were
takenaway onstretchers while the people who still
had life in them were taken to the hospital. The
reporters, the presshad arrived to give live coverage
tothe incident.

Then something struck me, my wife, shehad
gone to buy vegetables. I quickly nursed one

injured and ran off to look for her. I saw all the
heads of the dead people. She wasn't there. She
wasn't among the injured who were taken to the
hospital. linquired inall the hospitals about her. but
she was nowhere to be seen.

Ingrief] reached home weeping. It wasnight
by then. Isatinthe livingroomrecalling the day's
happenings. I had lost my wife. To get my mind
diverted fromtheincidentI switched onthetelevision
to watchthe news. Inafewminutes.I got the shock
of my life. The newsreader read out thatthe police
had arrested asuspectbelieved to have hada hand
intoday'sexplosionand had links with all major
terroristoutfits. including the [SI. "Canyou guess
who wasthe person." My wife, whom I had trusted
and with whom I had promised to spend my entire
life. She had turned out to be a suicide bomber.

Rishi Bagaria
Class X

Tears. Tears. Tears

Neverwill I forget thedreadful sight, of the
mulilated corpse lyinginapool ofblood infront of
my car.

ThatcoldmiserablenightI'd goneoutto a
friend's farm which was around 50 km from the
city. And on my way back I had hit this man who
had died. I feltsoscared, I started crying. I didn't
know how this happened. I was not even drunk
that nightbutat the party had had afight. And then
on the road then was no light. So I had become a
killer. Now nobody could save me, noteven God.
So I sat next to the corpse and started crying
loudly. Ikeptoncryingtill five hours later when the
police came and arrested me. I confessed to the
crime and was sentenced to 10 yearsin Tiharjail.

When Ireachedthejaill started crying again
and keptoncrying continually for threedays. The
jailor thought I had gone crazy and so he sent me
toanasylum.

In the asylum also I keptoncrying for five
consecutive daysso when the authoritiescould not
find any other way of shutting me upthey gave me
electric shocks. Afterbeing electrocuted 1 didn't
cry for two days and then again I started crying.
Thistime I went on foraweek. The authorities got
fed up withme and put me inisolation. There also

I kepton crying. So they again electrocuted me.
Afterthistime I don'tthink I could have takenany
shocks so I stopped crying. Finally. afteraweek
the authorities were convinced [ was normal so
they sent me back to Tiharjail. After two months
['wastransported to Biharjail. Biharjail was tull of
lunatics. who physically. mentally and sexually
harrased all the new prisoners like myself. So |
stayed two weeksin Biharjail and I started crying
again. Again they sent meto the asylum. This time
also the asylum doctorstried shock treatment on
me butitdidn't work. I keptoncrying. Eventually
they also gave up and left me the way | was.

Nowitsbeensix long vearsand I've still not
stopped crying. And 1 think I never will because
I've forgottenhow to express any other emotion.
Now if1 feel happy L cry.if I feel sad I cry.if I'm
angry Lcry.

And all this happened to me just because
onenightsix years back Idrove likeanidiot. I have
apiece of advice foranybody whodrivesanything.
"Drive sothatyoudon'texpire, before your licence

"

does".

Ahmad Ali Khan
Class X11
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Nature's Diary

The Vanishing Turtle

Project Tiger! This was the name of the
multinational conservation project which beganin
1973, tosave theanimal and its habitat then rapidly
depleteing. The next much hyped projectto come
up was Project Elephant. While all this project
business was going on, did any conservationist
even think abouta small animal called the Olive
Ridley Turtle, whose numbers were decreasing
yearly and still are?

This medium sized
turtle is not a resident of
India, butitcomesonto the
shores of Orissa and West
Bengal every year to nest,
and that's where the real
danger begins. These
marine creaturesare caught
inthe nets ofthe fishermen.
and by luck if they escape
that, then these beaches are
surely not a good place to
rest.

Nesting problems
startwiththe scavengerslike
dogs, lizards etc who dig up the sand. But the real

enemy of all the unborn turtles is notany creature
butman himself. Every year thousands of eggs are
turning up on the beachesand humans hungrily grab
them as they are considered adelicacy.

Fishing trawlers have also wreaked havoc
amongst the turtles. Hundreds are caught in their
netsand end up asadelicacy onthe dining table.
Even though the government has taken steps to
ensure that fishing isdone
atadistance fromthe coast,
nobody seems to follow
regulations and the turtles
face the threat ofextinction
fromIndia's shores.

I guesslifeisreally tough
for these turtles who are
caughteitherin the nets or
in the neglect the
conservationists have
showntowards them.

Amish Mulmi
Class X
975/J

The Other Side

Quietly, anewthreat to the tigeris becoming
apparent. [t is the slow but sure vanishing of its
prey-the Sambhar, the Barasingha, the Chital, the
Wild Boarand the young Gaur - the sustenance of
the tiger. Iftigers are eating cattle itis not because
the cattleare straying into wild-life protected areas,
or the tigers hunting outside their territories, but
because they have no other choice except to eat
whatisinabundance-CATTLE.

The increasing attacks by leopards on man,
cattle and dogs in Uttar Pradesh is for the same
reason. With the wild fauna wiped outthe hungry
leopards pick up whatiseasily available.

Instead ofblaming the tiger and the leopard,
we must make sure that we rebuild the prey base
of the big cats. So far experts watching over the
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future of the tiger have focused on the increasing
man-animal conflictasaresultothumanand cattle
pressure on protected areas.

Inrecent years, poaching of tigers tor the
manufacture ot oriental medicines has somewhat
declined because of the international ban on such
forms of alternative treatment. However. we must
also stop and think about restoring the ecological
food chainof these magnificent beastsinstead ot
only imposing bans on poaching.

However, the grimreality remains that all
conservation efforts will come to anend if the big
catshave no sustenace. and with the fastdepleting
reserves, swiftactionisnecessary.

Anshuman Singh
Class X



What'sIn

Re-exams
HM'sjogging
Sulabh
Cricket

What's Out

Terminal-exams
Boysjogging
Sachdeva
Baski

Dudes of the Fortnight

The beginning of term brings with it a
whole new batch of achievers. However, the
spring term is special in this respect because,
for class 12, it is a sort of emotional
rollercoaster, steeped in the fear of their
boards, and the the bittersweet thought of
leaving school forever.

Truly, they are the heroes of the year,
who have tried to lead by example, leaving us

with fond memories of their years at Welham.

Strangely enough, this is also a time of
the year when you can find the most unlikely
12thies hitting their books. And they do seem
to be working hard at it.

For some, this fortnight has brought
with it new insights, and we wish the entire
graduating class the very best, in their exams
and in the test of life itself.

Separated at Birth

Sunny Sarta
Sharan Narain
Samyajit Das
Prashant Kumar
Snehanshu Verma
RudraRaksh
TarunJyot
Anant Golyan
Nehar Deep
Samarjit Singh
Apoorv Bhaskar
RameezRaja
Joyarora

Shashi Kapoor
Dharya Goel
Adhar Orei
Abhishek Narayan
Utkarsh Gadoria
AbeyKuruvilla
Vinayak Pant
Rajiv Goswami
Saeed Anwar
Ratik Arora
Sulabh Arora
Rahul Sridhar
Saeed Anwar

Through the Kevhole

(Time: 12:00 noon)

Ratik asked Avjeet Sahni: Which section are
youin, 9A or 9B?

Avjeet Sahni (thinking): Idon'tknow.

Prem to Shabeer: Agar wide ball wicket par

Arjunto Sharan: My dogisoneyearold.

Sharan: He'show many months old?

Saswat told Pranay: Oye yaar! It's so cold and
youare just wearing apullover.
Gaganintervenes and says: Abey yaar! Woh bhi
halfsleeve.

While Karan was holidaying he gotaformtofillin
whichit was written,''Only capitals''. Sohe went
to Delhi and filled the form.
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RINGSIDE VIEW

It's great to be back inthe alma mater after
amonthand ahalf's break from almostall physical
activities. Theschoolisalready bustling withsporting
activity at the beginning of the new academic year,
with people playing all overthe place.

We 10thies however don't pair it so good.
Studying for the boards takes up most of our time
but still some of us manage to fit in some game
during the day.

The cricket 'PAAPS' around town are
feasting nowadays. There is cricket on the main
field, cricketonthe backfield, cricket onthe Krishna
fieldand cricketisalso
on '"TV'. The school
teams seem to be
working hard at
improving their
standard, specially after
the thrashing they got
from the local school
hostel.

The batsmen just
tailed to stick on with
one of the openers
departinginthe firstover
itself, to a rather
ambitious shot.
Therafter, wickets fell
like nine-pins. Sachin
and Suman both
looked good at the
crease butthey too failed
to stand for a long time. The entire team was
bundled out forameagre total of 64 runs. It was an
absolutely apalling batting performance.

The bowlers on the hand, did arelatively
good job, Dawn, Charanjeet and Suman all
bowled quite economically but it just served to
delay the inevitable.

The visitorseventually won by 7 wickets.

The team will have to really work at it's
batting if it wishes to raise the level of play.

Anotherinteresting pointis the back field.
Students seemed fairly adjusted to the lack of fields
inschool quite well and have learnt to survive with
balls flyingall overthe place. Itisseriously beginning
toresemble the 'maidans’of Mumbai orto Victoria
Memorial ground at Calcutta.

Thedanger of getting bonked on the head by
acricketball doesn't seemto existinthe minds of
these 'paaps’ asthey goabout their businessin the
usual, cool manner. [ must say. their bravado is
certainly inspirational.

Poor 10thies.
Apart from the fact that
they have to work hard
while the rest of the
schoolisstillin I st year(
except the 12thies. of
course), there is the
agony of missing the
entire cricket season. [
do believe. that the
cricket season must be
extended and especially
the senior cricket
matches shoula be held
after the boards.

Well. the cricket
Inter House (juniors) is
coming upinacoupleof
days and it will be
followed by the seniors. Bestof luck toalland may
the besthouse emerge victorious.

The captains ofall sports for the coming year
have also been announced. Here's wishing themall
bestof luck and lets all hope that the standard set
by their example will be better than that of their

predecessors.
Sidhanth.
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