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Think About It...
In examinations the foolish ask questions that the wise cannot answer
-Oscar Wilde

EDITORIAL

The school came back to a water logged
Dehra Dun and a water deprived Welham along
witha literal fleet of new Santros and aMatiz. The
absence of some familiar faces also added to the
change in character. Miss Chopra, Mr Bhatia and
Miss Roy will all be missed by the community.

The  Kargil
euphoria lasted only a
shorttime, until the final
losses suffered were
finallyrevealed. Various
ideas as to how the
school community could
help the armed forces
serving at Kargil
included asuggestionto
givetwoscholarshipsto
sons of Army personnel
have been made.
Suggestions in this
connection have been
called fromboth thestaff
and the student
community. Beinginthe
positionweare, it would
perhapsserveuswell to
morethoroughly look to the needs of the survivors
of the Chamoli earthquake, who since the quake
earlierthis yearhavebeen living insomeof the most
apallingconditions. OurKargil heroes also deserve

“our full consideration.

The board exam classes came back to a
series of evaluation exams, which seemed to have
caughtsomeoftheboysby surprise! This resulted
intheir scurrying around trying tocram things at the

end Typical Itcanbeanalarmingthingtoseea
twelfthie do that. Class Twelfth does seem to be
engaged instudyingthough, apparently, theirmantra
being IIT. Somehow though, I fail tounderstand
theobsession withacareer inengineening, especially
at a time when computers is the buzzword, and
silicon valley gurusrake
up all the moolah The
frenzied studyingto get
into the engineering
collegeoftheirchoice, is
unnerving. Downright
frighteningattimes lonly
wish people would
chooseto make of their
lives, what they really
wanted.

The joke of the
week was the sausages
served for dinner one
night. Theschool, in what
seemed likean awkward
attempt to americanise
the menu whipped up a
'hotdog' for the baftled
From what I could make out, halftheboys didn't
know if they should eat it, or petitand tie it to a
leash. I doappreciate theschool's effort in varying
thedinner, but 2 inch sausages with greens are not
enough to fill the stomachs of some boys with a
hearty appetite.

Looking forward to more fancy recipes
from the caterer,

yourseditorially,
Karan.
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LETTERS TO THE ED...

DearEd,

I don’teven know your name, the reason
beingthat [haven’treceived the Oliphantsince the
last4 months. Irecently wentthrought .eschool’s
web site and hoped to catch a glimpse of ‘my’
magazine (I wasthe Ringside View Correspond-
ent in 93-94), but to no avail , as it is under
construction I hope you will dothe needful.

Its been a long time since I last visited

school. The workload at NIFT is tremendous (1

amstudyingatthe NIFT, Hyderabad) which makes

itextremely difficultfor meto visitschool during
school during Founders,

I’ligetintouch later,

Byetill then,

Shantanu Singh,

Ex 611G,1994

(shantanul 9@hotmail.com)

Welham Now

1) Our heartiest congratulations to Mr & Mrs
Kandpal onthebirthoftheirsonandalsotoMr &
Mrs Vinod Singh on the occasion of their being
blessed by ababy girl.

2) The Inter School AlbertBarrow Essay Writing
contest was held on 7th of August.

3) A group of students accompanied by ateacher
from Salem School, Germany had visited the school
last week and gave atalk tothe delegation goingto
Germany abouttheir customs and language.

4) The followingshrubs and trees were planted in
the school during the vacations as a part of the
'beautification of campus programme' which was
started two years back -

Colourful Fragrant Shrubs

1. Menia erecta -1

2. ThwetiaNerifolium -1

3.Francisia-2

4 Gardenia-2

5. Brum felsia panciflora-2

6. Erithrinacristagatris -2

7. Harsingar -2

8. Hibiscus rosasinesis -2

9. Mussenda frondosa -2

10. Mangoliagrandiflora (small)-2

11. Oleander yellow -2

Tress

1. Sita Ashoka -1

2.Jivputram-1

3. Carsia Spectabilis -1

4. B. Purpurea-1

5. Cassia Javanica-1

6. Tecono Argente - 2

7.Koelrenteria -2

8. Kadam -2

9. Teak -10
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10. Acacia Catechu-10

11. Kachnar-10

12. Toon -20

13. Gulmohur -25

14. Shisham -30

5) At dinner on 14th August, boys were seen
enjoying theirshare if Chicken and Panner Curry.
Butsomedidnot gettheirshareof thelatter. Frantic
scurrying searches were made but their share was
missing till 3 bigbowls of the Paneer curry were
found hidden in thewashbasins in the pantry. Who
is currying the curry?

6) Ijlal Shamsi, Kumar Nilay and Diwas Bam
participated inthe Inter School Science Quizheld

at WGHS on 14th August.

7) The result for the ISC-99 is as follows: -
(COMMERCE)

Name Percentage

Sanjay Sarogi 91

Pankaj Agarwal 90

SushovanKarki 88

Arpan Gupta 86

Prashant Khemka 85

Tanmay Bathwal 85

Abhijit Agarwal 84

Yashab Zia Ansari 84

AkhilBhannot 83

Abdullah Anwar 82

AdhirBhat 82

RohitBagaria 82

Varun Dawar 82

RajeevHarnal 81

Siddharth Singh 80

LalitK Auluck 79



Zameer A Tramboo 79
Abhijit Sen Gupta 78

Manoj Negi 76
Ahmed AliKhan 75
Reshil Charles 74
Manav Goel 73
Abhinav Kothiwal 70
ShavezRafi 64
Abhinav Nathani 62
(SCIENCE
Name Percentage

Saswat Sarda 86

Siddharth Dugar 86
Shariq Ansari 85
Debashish Banerjee 82
Mehul Mayank 79
Anirudh Chauhan 78
KartikeyaN Singh 78
AnunTrivedi 77
Mohit Choudhary 77
Deep Singhal 74
Abhishek Mitra 71
Abhinav Pathak 70
AmrutKar 67
AdityaJassi Abbott 62
AmitGupta 54

W.0.B.N

1) The DehraDun chapter hadits gettogetheron
the 31 July at the school (Peacock Stage). It was
well attended by the local and neighbouring old
boys.

Thehighlightof theevening was the ringing of the
dining hall bell by the head bearer Jagat Singh
followed by the School grace recited by the old
boysandtheir wives whowere presentthatevening.

Old memories were revived.

2) YurendraBasnett (Batch of ’97) has completed
his A Levels (Cambridge Certificate) and has
obtained a full tuition Scholarship in Western
Maryland College, Maryland, USA.

3) Wanchuk Topden (batch of ’93)is presently
working inMiami, Florida, USA andsays - Hello’
tous. His email is wanchuk(@hotmail com.

Literary Affairs
THE NIRVANA

Lonely as he likes to be,

Floats his eyes spiritually,

Opens the lock of mystery withno key,
Islikeany other ordinary man who loves tobefree.

Could even concentrate for hours,

Purify allevils and leave behind no scars,
Cansiton earthand experience planet mars,
Loves tolive with peace and has his lucky stars.

Thereissomethingdifferentabout him,

His eyes are wild and face seems dim,

His appearance savage-like, in desperate need of
atrim,

Usually tall, quite acharacter and very thin.

The posture in which he sits

To his personality itreally fits,

His mind’s eye from time to time shifts,
Tothe other side of the world he drifts.

Theonly intellectual that ever lived here,
Become immortal as for this world he cares,

A man with greatknowledgeto share,

The attitude he had was rare.

Have you everreally seen THE NIRVANA??

-Kanishk Kaushik

KARGIL

Once again India’s armed forces are en-
gagedinavaliantbattleto rebuffaggression. Their
courageis indomitable. They are fighting against
the heaviest of odds, getting wounded and some
making supreme sacrifices of their lives so that

India’s borders remain secure and her honour
intact.

Itallbegan when the snow meited and the
horizon was covered with intruder capped peaks.-
The intruders had crossed the LOC and gained
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position in the Indian Territory.

This was why operation Vijay began. The
terrain in which the Indiansoldiers are fighting is
worse than anyone can imagine and despite the
inherent hindrances our soldiers fought bravely.

I'am proud to say that so many millions of
people are donating generously for our Jawans.
But Ireally wonder of the various war funds how
muchreally goes to the martyrs’ families because
someembezzlement mighttake place.

One must understand that these people are
fighting for our future. A man becomes amanor has
therighttobe called aman after he does something
for the country and not just sit back and pass
comments.

A soldiersitting in Kargirl has no looking

back. Hedoes notknow what lies ahead Will he
come back alive or not? Will he see his family
again? Theses thoughts haunt his mind. Healso has
hiswishes, hisfamily, butheissacrificingeverything
forus and the country. By chance, he loses his life
the next day, would you CRY FOR HIM? One
mightfeel sad but might not cry because he is not
yourrelative. Butdid heknow you? Hedied fora
stranger and the stranger is you!

Since wehave almostwon the Waritisour
dutytolook after themartyrs’ families, who looked
afterallofuus.

Hats offto ourbravesoldiers.

JAT HIND,
Karan Mehrotra

Report on The Nubra Valley Project by the SALEM school
Delegation

Mein Nameist Sophie Duncker undich
komme aus der Schule Schloss Salem —Iknow
thatonly very few of you, 7 students to be exact,
are learning German at the moment, so I shall
continuethis in English. [briefly wantto explain
why we arestanding herenow: last yearin October
I'wassent to the Round Square Conference at the
Athenian School in San Francisco. Isaw the RSIS
presentation of the project in Nubra Valley and
decided I wanted to go. Luckily I was able to
convince a few students from Salem that this was
a worthwhile expedition, so 5 of us started to
prepare for ouradventure asearly asFebruary. At
the same conference I spoketo your headmaster,
Mr. Kandhari, who was kind enough toinviteme,
possibly some German students as well, to his
schoolinorder to talk alittle about Germany and
prepare the Welham student delegation for this
year’s conference in Louisenlund. So herewe are.

But now Julian, Carsten and Florian are
going to say a few words about the project.
Julian

Our group consisted of 21 people from
USA, Canada, GB and Germany and only one
Indian boy from the Doon School. On the 6" of
July we metup in Delhi at the YMCA and got to
know eachother. Onthe following day we flew to
Lehinthe early morning. Afterarrival, wehad 3
daysofgettingusedto thealtitude. Atthebeginning
everybody was out of breath and I lost my voice.

“

Onthesecond and third day we visited monasteries
by Jeep. Finally we drove over the Khardung La,
the highest motorableroad of the world, to Nubra
Valley where we started our project.

Carsten

The Project — Construction of a Library

None of us had expected to start a very
traditional approach. After carrying hundreds of
mudbricks up to theroof of the monastery we built
upthe wallsunder theleadership of skilled Ladakhi
craftsmen and welearntalotabout laying bricks
We were quite surprised that ittook only about 5
days before we started with the roof construction
Then we only had to complete the window and
door frames, and the interior was done by the
monks.

Finally we were really pleased to see the
resultof our work fitting in with the environment
Wealsogotto knowthe monks quite well, teaching
them English and Maths. Inthe afternoon some of
us wentto the village of Tiger to do asurvey that
gave us some insight into Ladakhi society and
culture. Ontwo afternoons at the end of the project
we went down to Sumur to look at the dome that
was built last year, and we also taught the pupils of
thevillageschool.

Florian
The Trek

Two days before our planned departure

forour 5 day trek across the Wuri Laback to Leh,



something very unusual happened in the Nubra
Valley: itstarted torain. This was quitesurprising,
aswehadbeentold thatitneveriainsinLadakh. ..

However, as soon as we were about to
startonour trek the sun came out and kept shining
forthe whole six days. Our path led usthrough the
south-eastern part of the Nubra Valley and after
two nights in picturesque camps in theriverbed we
finallystarted toascend.
Everyonebegan to feel the effect of the altitude,
especially Ms Duncker, who started towalk slower
andslowerand slower. . ..
Butfinally, onthe fourth day, everonereached the
nearly 18000 feet high pass afteralaststeep climb
of 30 minutes. While walking, everybody was
impressed by the sightof afascinating landscape
with yaks, snow covered mountains andice cold
streams gurgling downthe valleys. And thesky was
as clear and beautiful at night, as the mountains
werehigh.

Gettingaway from Leh was quite difficult,

asour flight was cancelled and wehad tobrave a
3 day bustrip. fanything, itmadeusappreciatethe
peace of Nubra Valley evenmore. We did getto
seethe TajMahal, andfinally parted in Delhi—the
four of us then came to Dehra Dun.

We would like to thank Mr. Oswald Das
for the tremendous amountoforganisation involved
with this project. We are extremely gratefulto him,
as wehad areally goodtime andlearned alot about
this fascinating country. We would also like to
thank Mr. Kandhari for hiskind invitation and can
only hopethat Salem is ableto matchthehospitality
of Welham Boys’ School when your RSC
delegation comes to Germany in October. Weare
looking forward toseeing someof you again soon.
Thank you.

-Sophie Duncker( Teacher Incahrge)
Julian Stippig(Student)

Carsten Keller(Student)

Florian Maurer(Student)

A MATTER OF ACCOUNTS

Iteachasubjectthat’s appealing,

Without which life would not find much meaning.
Itdeals with ‘figures’ and ‘Amounts’

It’swhat the whole world calls, ‘Accounts’.

Itonly works if youstick toits rules,
Orelseitturns wise-mento fools.

In the quest to balance the ‘books’
Innocentmen havebecome ‘crooks’.

There is athing called the “Balance Sheet”,
Thatoften causes the studentsto cheat.

The ‘Goodwill’ a/cis always a pain,
Andthe P/L a/c seldom shows gain.

‘Partnership’ a/cbogglesthe mind,
with the sleeping partner so hard to find.
The goodson ‘consignment’ invariably catch fire,

Theowner. Of course, is acompulsive liar.

Thebestexample that explainsa ‘Joint Venture’,
Isunless all co-ventures use thesame denture.
The cost sheet sets the class a - snoring,
Andthis allis everso boring.

Company a/c seems the hardest of all,
Especially withtheshares - 19,27 & final call
Issue of debentures canbe atricky affair,

And naked debentures are for those who ‘dare’.

Friends, I could go on, for my subjectis wide,
Butafew ‘TRADE TRICKS’ I musthide.
Foriftheentiremysteryistold,

Whatthen wonder the ‘Suspense’ a/c would hold.

-Joy Arora

Nature's Diary
THE VIRGIN RIVER PROJECT

The Narmada river project has been de-
layed over the years by several controversies and
bureaucratic interference. It is the largest multi-
purpose project in India comprising 329 large

dams, 450 medium sized projects and several
thousand minor structures. It is therefore greatly
beneficial to the states of MP, Gujrat and
Maharashtra.
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Butoncethe projectis completed over 200
villages willbedisplaced and reallocated to areas
allotted by the GOI. It will also displace mineral
sources that willlie inthe basinof theriver, exploi-
tation of such resources, intrusion into the forests
and migration of the tribal.

Iftheresources have to be harnessed and
developed, the government mustdo it ina control-
led manner. The Sardar Sarovar dam alone will
irrigate 1. 8 million acres of aridland in Gujrat and
75,000 hectres in Rajasthan. The benefits of the
project willbe enormous.

Butthe largesections of people thatlive in
the area willbe displaced and will be left withouta

bitof land and shelter. This has motivated eminent
people like Arunadhati Roy and others to take a
tough stand on this issue. Rallies havebeen organ-
isedto mobiliseand elicit publicopinion about the
thiswholeaffair.

Nevertheless, efforts to conserve water
cannotbe putoft. Because the populationis decen-
tralised. The need for water is decentralised but the
supply of water itself is not decentralised The
positiveresults from theother multi-purpose projects
areencouraging. So wecan not let this matter hang
loose whilewe squabbleover trivial matters Atter
all water s hife.

- Amish Raj Mulmi

"Dude"” of the Fortnight

He surprised everyone and noone when he
gotappointed as prefect much later than the others.
He has a reputation for being unpredictable,
however CharanjeetMann'sbaggingthe Individual
trophy as well asbeing awarded the BestPlayer in
therecently held Squash IPSC Tournament came
asno surprise.

Charanjeet has been playing squash since
the very inception of our squash courts. The
dedication which he has shown for the game is
commendable, and his perseverancehas definitely
paidoff. Undoubtedly, thisisone time Mr Baghel
cangenuinely say, "Iloves this boy!'"

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE !

Gulab Jamun was served for dessert.
Jasmeet Singh: Oye, yeh VEG hai ki NON-
VEG??

Ak kkk
Mr. Sridhar: Usamah, why did youarrive late??
Usamah: Sir, actually my plane got stuck in the

WHAT'S
IN 0?2?

Tension
Monsoon Basic Course
Santro & Matiz
Mr. Khaira
Slimshady
Anshuman Singh

)

air!!

% %k %k k
Gaurav Malhotra:Oye, guys! Aishwarya Rai
really looks pretty inhome clothes!

%* % %k % X

WHAT'S
OUT ii¢c
Vacation
Summer Camp
UAE-50
Mr. Bhatia

Offspring
Siddhanth Aney



LAMPOON : LITERALLY AFFAIRS

Parental Guidance: Contains explicit material. This illustrates things which were meant to be
but could not be. Do not confuse for Literary Affairs. This isLiterally a charade.

WHY INDIA WOULD HAVE NEVER WON THE WORLD CUP

Justtheother day asI waslounging around
my turf I discovered the most popular religion .
India. CricketMania. The World Cupwas ‘- _und
the comner. The cricket mania had increased mani-
fold. The world cup was uponus when the cricket
maniagripped us. It was at the peak of this mania
thatour National team betrayed us. Many blame
thecaptainand the players but Ithink itis deeper
than that. Why India would have never won the
world cupisstill suspense.

The Indian Cricket players were offered
new Mercedes Saloon cars if they brought the
world cup home. Well, Sachin Tendulkar thought
otherwise. Itisknown thatthe ‘littleblaster’ main-
tains a personal car collectionthat happensto have
aMercedes. Sohe did not think it worth his while
to waste his talent for a car he already owned. So
helethimselfbemasterfully blasted (note: now the
‘littleblasted’ ).

Shahrukh Khan is known the world over
forhisactingor ratherhammingskills. This summer
he pulled off thebiggest hamming coup. I am sure
thateveryone musthaveseen the Shahrukh-Sachin
Pepsiad. Sometimes you wonder where they got
their inspiration from. Well itwas actually the Khan
who with his dubious wig and thirst for Pepsi batted
instead of the ‘little blaster’ ! No wonder all the
rookiebowlers had ablast(all puns intended).

Spindoctor, Anil Kumble, was having a

hard time, whilehis contemporary Sharne Warne
dazzled. An inside report states that this due to
somealien constellations back homein Chennai,
theball seemed to play tricks with him instead of
him playingtricks withtheball. Same goes forol’
Aza, I guess thatthe gameis too much for hisold
nerves. Isincerely wish that Fosters would come
up with ads with the themes - Australian for Cap-
tain, Australianfor Spinin’. After allthe Australians
declared “Waugh’ onus.

Thedisheartened Indianside gotan added
incentive to call ita day when Geoffery Boycott
madethestatement thatif the Indians wereto lose
they would haveto campin his garden for the next
2-3 weeks inorder to avoid being mauled by the
furious cricket maniacs.

Lookon the brightside, if theteam had won
notonly would have there been chaos inthe share
markets, big consumer companies would have
beenbankrupt. Wellitis adifferentstory thatit was
asafebet. This no doubt proves the patriotism of
the Indian sportsmen.

Well we can always look forward to enter-
tainment at South Africa’03.1can’tguarantee an
Indian victorybut if I am aroundtill that time, I'will

Separated At Birth !!

Rishi Gugnani
Gautam Macker
Chetan Kandhan

definitely LAMPOON!it.
Just Cricketin’,
AzarZaidi
Vansh Joshi
Fatboy Slim
Mr. Ghosh

RINGSIDE VIEW

The Ed did not do it. The Staff Rep was
reluctant so I think I haveto announce my name
myself. Mynameis. ... who?

Mynameis... what?

My nameis. ... Anshuman Singh andIshall
be your Ringside View Correspondent from now.
Whew, that was simple.

Thelastonehadto giveup. Kiddin’! Theex-

patisstudying in Vasant Valley School, N D

Coming on track seeing a lot of haircuts
(Nepal isthyle) in the soccer field. The soccer
captain who happens to come from the same
habitat gave mearather dubious statement-“ With
short hair, move fastin thinair?” Huh. .. .?

Ok I apologise, no more jokin’, just busi-
ness, serious business, sports business!
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Soccerison. Itis good to seethe coach with
afew boys butI do not know what is the future?

Itseems that the boys are not interested in
the game. There are hardly ten boys on the field
withthe coach. Something hasto bedone andithas
to be quick or otherwise.......... itis the end of
soccer. Why do not guys even try for the school
team.

Moving to cemented pastures, the badmin-
ton team is practising with courageand with truth so
thatintheirlivesthey
may reveal some of
the glory and won-
derthathasshonein
thelives of the great
men of the past.
Whathave Isaid oh:
yes I remember,
Badminton (see
what the principal
has done tome dur- /
ingassembly). They
are going to Ajmer
by the end of this ,
month. We here at ~

theboard wish them
alltheluck.
Squash, a

sport introduced a
few years ago, has
beengoingto greater
heights. Ithas been
soaring for a long
time. Charanjeet
and his team has done it again this time.

The IPSC - squash tournaments held at
Lawrence School, Sanawar from 24" to 28" July
was another victory for thesquash team. The team
comprised Aveent, Shivang and Charanjeet, the
captain. It bagged the under 19 championship.

Charanjeet won the individuals. It wasa
thrilling 50 minute face off. The spectators sat
rooted to their chairs till the last knock. It was

certainly Charanjeet’s day as heousted LSS at the
end, the final score being 3-1. Charanjeet was
adjudged the best player of the tournament.
Presently, theteam is practising for the North
Zonesto be held atMayo College, Ajmer. They
practicefrom 5 inthemoming to 7. Hopethey get
paid for their hard work. Best of luck to them.
Hopethey comeback victorious.
Basketball, what can Isay exceptthat Karn
Singh, our star playeris leaving school and mov-
ing to The Doon
School. Butthe guys
arestill practising.
Our player 1s now

/ goingtoplay against
/ ) / us!
/ y, I have also been

A 34 4 swimming. Thank

/ / “!\s’\/— / KGod, the Bursar
%ﬁ managedtoarrange

C= / ) (@% , someextrawater for

/ ( && 7 ‘{c 5; the pool to cool off
) %the hot heads from
lastterm The Prin-

cipal has warned us

of the dangers in-
volved in careless
swimming,
Therains having
ruinedthe possibil-
ity of playingtennis,
havesentallthe Tea
Freaks to the
Squash courts, TT

room, hospital, etc.

Thefixtures will start (All Sports) from next
week.

I also have the burden of my projects. So I

wish to take your leave.
See yaatthe BULLY BOX,
Til’ then,
head bangin’,
Anshuman

EDITORIAL BOARD

Chief Editor : Karan Gulaya
Literary Affairs : Shivang Sud

Cartoonist: Akshat Agarwal & Prabesh Shrestha

Ringside View: Anshuman Singh
Staff Representative: Mr. S.K. Bakshi
Published By : Welham Boys' School

Registration No. - 20208/86

Desktop Editor : Ijlal Shamsi

Welham Now : Hamza Ahmed

Nature Diary :Amish Raj Mulmi
W.O.B.N : Mr. Jagjit Singh

E-Mail: oliphant@giasdl01.vsnl. net.in
Web-page: www.welham-boys.org

®

Printed at : EBD Printers, Dehra Dun.



