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Think About It...
He who wants to do good knocks at the gate; he who loves finds the gate open.

EDITORIAL

Believe it or not, I have finally made it. I
rememberreading the Oliphant for the firsttime in
Class six and then I collected as many copies as
possibleso that I could coverthe windows. Idon’t
knowwhether it was innocenceor justmischief that
motivated me. ButIremember tellingone of my
classmatesina very supercilious and holier - than-
thoumanner “ This is nothing, waittill Ibecome the
Ed.”. Itdidn’tmean much to methenbutnowit’s
atotally differentaffair. So
here I am - your new Ed,
the new kid on the block
and the party has just be-
gun.

Whew! That was
easy. Do you believe it, 1
actually had theaudacity to
gothrough allthe editorials
of the previous Eds. I just
couldn’t help it. Just too
many suggestions on how
todo my job, whatstyle to
adopt in my writing, what
perspective to develop in
my thinking process. Come
on guys give me a break!
Don’tsuppress individualism, for the conformist
can be a royal pain in the ... you know where.
Only, one person had thesuggestionthat, “ Hey, do
yourown thing!”

This thingcalled the StaffRep. has nothitme
as yet so I really fail to understand the dilemma
shared by the previous Eds. Perhaps, itistoo early
to say anything. Butthen againif some thing does
go wrong I can carry on with the tradition of
blamingitonthe collectionof zombiesI havefor the
Editorial board (ofcourse, excluding me). Pres-

- Rabindranath Tagore

ently, I’llkeep my fingers crossed. As they say -
Prepare for the worst and hope for the best.

Enoughofpre-editorial blues forifIcarryon
Iam sure, I'llbelabelled as an intellectual with a
twist.

Now for some serious retrospection,
Founder’s was abighit. Anunbelievable number
of parents and guests showed up. The Sports day
did notfail in surprising us with the diverse talent
present within Welham.
Many a record was bro-
ken. Many moments of
glory and agony were wit-
nessed but [ guess it is all
partofthe game.

The play was widely ap-
preciated for its very ex-
plosive theme But I am
sure, if a few kind words
were dropped for the act-
ingskills staged, it wouldn't
dogreatharm.

Okay, so the Fete was
blandbut then again every-
oneenjoyed it. Get a grip
on reality, WGHS don't
necessarily make the best dates. Besides, our
chivalrous and poised behaviour, has already
awardedus aplace inevery black list possible

Thisbrings ustoavery touchy and sensitive
issue- Why are we the way we are? And why are
we not the way we are supposed to be? Why is it
that a Welhamite has to behave like a G 1. just
arrived from Vietnam every time he sees a girl?
Why does he behave like ahooligan every time he
sees the home team lose? Are we that insecure?
What motivates or rather pushesus tosuch depths
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of deprivation? I leave to you all in reflect and
ponder and if possible, comeup with an answer.

IfT wereto display all my literary skills all at
once, I amsure Icould fillup the whole magazine,
but that’s not the point. What will Ido for the rest
ofthe year?

And besides, the perpetually abused and
scandalised DTE has justinformed me thatits well

pastmidnight. Asithappensto be Saturday night
andbeing a Welhamite, [ have got more exciting
things on my mind andI am sure you’ll all under-
stand.

Yours for thefirst time,
Azar Zaidi
PS: I havealso runout of space.

Welham Now

1) The Oliphant board for the year 2000-2001 is:

Chief Editor : Azar Zaidi
Desktop Editors :Ijlal Shamsi & Virbhadra
Literary Affairs :Kanishk Kaushik

Ringside View :Anshuman Singh
Welham Now  :Rohan Sachdeva
Nature’s Diary : AmishRajMulmi
Cartoonist : Prabesh Shrestha

2) Welham hosted the IPSC Basketball Tourna-
ment for the firsttime. It was held from 9thto 12th
November. DPS, MathuraRoad lifted the trophy.
3) The Founder’s day play- ‘Final Solutions’

directed by Mr. Achal Prabhalla was a huge suc-
cess.

4) We here at the board congratulate Mr. Jagjit
Singhon having launched his first book about the
flaura and faunaof Welham Boys’, itis called ‘A
Nature Walk: Welham Boys’ School Cam-
pus’. We look forward to more such achieve-
ments.

5) A spiritual session and aslide show, which dealt
with thelifeand teachings of Sri Auribindo was held
on 3rdNovember for classes IX to XII. The main
objectiveof thissession was to highlight the rich-
ness and intellectual bent of our heritage and cul-
ture.

W.O.B.N.

TheFounder’s day was well attended by the
old boys accompanied by their spouses. They
displayed great sportsmanship in the various
matches against the school teams and also man-
aged to win a few. The Old Boys’ dinner was

organised on the 30th October in the riverside
lawn. The Fetealso sawa lotof old boys enjoying
themselves. We look forward to seeing more of
themnext year.

ANACHIEVEMENT

Thebook - * A Nature Walk ‘, writtenby Mr. Jagjit Singh was released by the Chairman Mr. Gulab
Ramchandanionthe 63rd Founder’s day. The book was reviewed in the Hindustan Times by Mr.
Kushwant Singh. Following is an excerptfrom his column, -“ Iwas delighted to see Welham Boys

School in Dehradun, where I spoke on my illustrated book Nature Watch, has published A Nature

Walk, writtenby Jagjit Singh. Ittells you about thetrees and birds in the school campus. Theboys did

the line drawings and produced the booklet entirely by their co-operative effort. Bravo!”

CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH AT FOUNDER’S DAY - 1999

Members of the Board of Governors
and faculty, Boys of Welham, Ladies and
Gentleman.

I am the subject today of a very peculiar
convention that the incoming Chairman of the
Board also becomes the Chief Guest. Imanaged to
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avoid this last year by being absent but lam now
foxed to as to what to say in each of the roles.
However, it does have the advantage that
you are subjected to only one speech instead of
two.
I hope that you will take it for granted that



whateverI preachtoday asa Chief Guest 1 willtry

and haveimplemented inthis School as Chairman.

So let us talk about what I consider two burning

issues for our country today.

- Corruption

- Thehumanbehindthe Computer.

1) It’s not corruption perse-there are many more

corruptcountries than ours- when there isascam

intheUSA itis ten times larger than any of ours.

The importantthing is the cynical ease with
whichwe all talk about and indulgein corruption
outselves. Themalaise has gone deepand allof us
grown-ups practice daily insomefrom or theother
and theseboys are watchingus and learning.

There was an honourable era in our proud
history when the Parent-Child relationship and the
Guru-Shishya relationship was honest, tolerant
and good respect was shown on either side. Be-
cause of these highly regarded values doing some-
thing dishonorable was spurned atall levels.

And look where we have descended to
now- it will take too long to analyze how and why
we have reached the bottom of this pit butin your
hearts [ know youall will agree withme that we are
there.

Ifall there are any solutionstomymind there
are two:

- IfourPoliticians are the main cause of all this
corruption we must tackle the matter at its
roots.

- We, theeducated and you children, in whose
hands the future lies, must consciously enter
Politics withoutdiluting whatever values we
havelearnt.

- Ifweselectamongstourselves some steadfast
soulsand getthem into parliament may beone
day the voice of anti-corruption will be heard.

- Maybeoneday the Lok Sabhawill not have
40% of its members with criminal records.

- Wethecitizens, have created this situation by
notvoting ornot caring to to vote properly.

- Have we the guts to do this and if we do not
then can we, Parents and Schools, train and
encourageour childrentotakeactive interestin
politics.

And even if this solution does not appeal to
youthor us at least look at my second solution and
that is to try and re-instill in our youth the second
senseof values thatour earlier generations practiced
naturally.

- don’ttelllies.

- Don’tharm your fellow humanbeings.

- Takeprideinyour habitation.

- Helptheless fortunate.

- Havethe couragetointervene when you see
something being done wrong.

This is not the class room stuff there is only
one way to introduce these qualities. By personal
example- whether you are parent orateacher.

Justimagineasituation when children seein
their campus every adult, Head, Teacher, Clerk,
Sweeper picking up litter as they walk along. I
guarantee the students will be doing this this natu-
rally withina week.

2) Changing the subject the other thing which bugs
meisthe “marks syndrome”

Icanunderstand thedemand of parents after
the expensive education of their child inaschool
likethisto, atleast, getinto Good College and I can
offernoready made solution.

Because [ am not going to succumb to the
easy way out of stopping all other activitiesthata
good Boarding School stands for and just making
thestudents study. I am becoming an advocate of
rigorous coaching classes in the winter vacations
before the final exams inMarch.

Rather this-than toupset the entire boarding
school ethos practiced all over the world of a
judicious mixture of academics, art and craft, hob-
bies and sports, adventure and expeditions, social
service and leadershiptraining-the combination of
which produces amore allround and better citizen
3) The milleniumtopicisof course the Information
Technology Revolution whichhas sweptthe whole
world offits feetand is going toto be the dominant
themeinthenextcentury.

Tam nottalking about Y2K compatability
but preparing these kids to hold to hold their own
this future world.

Enough exposure from a youngage school
and at home just seems mandatory and this can
influence College choices and career choices.

Goinground the Exhibitions thismomingI
was delighted to see the extent of computers, Cd
Roms and videos have penetrated into the class
room in most subjects.

You can be proud of this School’s leader-
shipinthisfield. Thework being doneintheIT Lab
Is as good as any School abroad.

We adults mustbeconscious that the future
lies in this arena and encourage, support and
prepareourkids for it.
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PRINCIPAL'S SPEECH AT FOUNDER’S DAY - 1999

Chief Guest, Members of the Board of
Governors, Ladies and Gentlemen: Welcome to
our 63rd Founders Day. And a particular wel-
cometo Mr GRamchandani who follows a distin-
guished line of Presidents of the Welham Boys
School Trust: Sir Edward Gibson (from 1962 to
July 1968), Mr J A K Martyn (from 1968 to
October 1976) and Mr Dharma Vira (our Chair-
man Emeritus), who resigned last year. Sofor37
years we have had only 4 Presidents. In keeping
with convention, our Presidentis our Chief Guest
atFounders after his election.

Most of you know Mr Ramchandani. But
I'would liketoadd somedetails ofhis career. After
passing out from the Doon School, he did a Sci-
ence degree in Lucknow and was then member of
the original team that started what is now a large
company, Blue Star. He was for many years
director of the company with which he is still
associated. Buthe left Bombay forabetter quality
of life and commitment to the community and
became Head Master of the Doon School. On
retiring from the Doon School Mr Ramchandani
increased his workload by setting up an educa-
tional consultancy where his businessacumen com-
bined with s knowledge of education has made it
the premier unit of its kind. You can imagine
therefore how tremendously the School and T have
benefitted from his expertise, especiallyin areas
like accounts and systems, where I have limited
knowledge. Sir, I am most grateful for your
continued help and support.

We are gathered today to commemorate
Miss Oliphant and her mother. Most of you, I
hope, haveread the School fortnightly whichis with
you as it tells you something about her. Miss
Oliphant, like many well-to-do familiesin England
had no formal schooling but was taughtby govern-
esses. When World WarI came, she volunteered
as a nurse and worked at a military hospital in
Egypt. Afterthewar, shereturned to England and
then went to Cooch-Behar as a companion to the
Maharani—whoremained afriend till the end.

In 1926 she went to Bhopal where she
worked more or less as Minister to the Begum,
which perhaps explains why much later Mansoor
Ali Khan Pataudi came to Welham. She took
various assignments to different schools inKanpur,
Delhi and eventually Dehradun.
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She had decided to set up her own school and
launched Welham Preparatory School in 1937
Till 1962 she worked withindomitable will and set
hersuccessors aformidable task. Itis noteasyto
follow insuch footsteps butI may honestly say that
insome measure we have truly gone “from Strength
to Strength”. In keeping with our Founder’s
original goal, we have retained the Prep Section—
classes IIto VIwhich has 238 students but added
asenior school (classes VIIto XIT) which has 270
students. Thus we are 2 small schoolsinone.

Though we keep an eye onthe pastand its
legacy, itis my determined endeavour to give a
thrust to the entire school community to look into
the future, to plan for the future, to prepare for the
future and not to be burdened by the load of an
increasingly irrelevant past. In 1997 inmy Found-
ers Day address I spentsometimediscussing what
various people had forecast for the future including
AlvinToffler in“Future Shock”; in 1998 I asked
the question “to prepare for the future what in
concreteterms areweat Welham tryingto do?” It
isappropriate thereforethat thethemeat this years
Round Square Conference was “Challenging the
Future”.

To continue on this theme, I would like to
focusonsomespecificareas thatin myopinion will
be pivotal for our children’s success — areas that
arealready receivingattention inmany developed
nations:

1) Students and their mentors will have to acquire
athorough understanding of howtechnology works
and what itcando. HereI mustadd alittle personal
note: I havebeen having mostuseful meetings with
groupsof parentsin different cities where we have
had pleasantinteraction and where I havereceived
many useful suggestions and criticisms, but, alas, in
the last four meetings I have notreceived evenone
suggestionon raisingthe technological facilities of
the School or on how to make our boys better
armed for therevolutionary changes ahead. Asan
example of preparing our boys for the world of
tomorrow, I envisage that within 5 years every
class room will be ‘wired’: that all staff rooms,
common rooms, dormitories, etc willhavefacilities
toaccess the School’s intranet as well as internet;
thatmany students will beusing laptops and above
all, there will be the continuous excitement of



individual learning, enhanced by student centered
syllabi and by teachers who will befacilitators of
learning and thus, co-learners. I already see a
beginning of this student-centered leaming in the
workingof'thei-Mac lab. I must thank the Board
for sanctioning thefunds for this lab and I trust that
many of youhave visited the lab. Inthe coming
years our computer facilities inthe LRC, IT Lab,
Sciencedepartmentamongstothers, will be greatly
developed. This of course willmean considerable
investment and diversion of resources from other
areas.

The future is going to change with such
rapidity that our students MUST learn firstly, how
to learn — and so be prepared to change and
secondly, howto think—and so cope with change
and maketheirown judgements.

2) Another area where we need to focus attention
in preparing our students for the future, is the
changing structure of thefamily. Thisishavinga
great impact, for in India, we already have the
disappearanceof the extended family, an increase
in divorce rates, and consequently, a rise in the
single parentfamily. TV and other mediasell the
message, inHuxley’s words that “contraceptives
have made chastity superfluous”. What are we
doingto cope with thesestressful situations? Ob-
viously we will need toaddress these issues when
our students are still in school so Parents and
Teachers have to co-operate and realise that the
Past is no longer any guide tothe Future and that we
need to change our mindsets.

3) A thirdareawhichis alarming many peopleis the
rise of consumerism but we cannot wish itaway, so
again the school will haveto plan on howto make
its students sensible consumers and how to make
theright choices.

4) Yet another issue that has to be addressed:
gender equality. Isay this because somany Indian
males are chauvinists asone can see inthe behav-
iour of schoolboys towards girls.

There are many other specific areas, for
example last year I spoke of the spiritual dimen-
sion. Butitsis obviousthatall those inthe education
world need to wake up and change our schools’
curriculum—sothatitaddresses relevantissues like
the ones I have cited above. Let its content be
suggested by students and be future oriented.
Perhaps we should have a subject course on
“Childhood, Adolescence, Adulthood, Parenthood
etc” rather than study Geography or a Physics that

becomes obsolete the day one graduates. These
are, as you can see, serious matters and I am
focussingonthem for allofusto haveavisionofthe
21st century so our students thrive and make a
positivecontributiontosociety andtheir self-growth.

I suspect that many of you have made
elaborate plansto celebrate the milleniumby going
to attractive places and have heard of the Y2K
bug. But, I wonder how many of you in some
measure comprehend the Y2K problem. May I be
permitted to play my role as school master? All
those of you who understand what the Y 2K prob-
lem isabout pleaseraise yourhands. (Thank you.)
Now, when you talk to your son on Sunday check
whether he comprehends the Y2K issue.

But enoughof the future. Youhave with
you aprinted record of pastevents of the year. So
I'will notbore you withalonglist of matches won
and lost, of development programmes etc. I would
like to single out the great strides made by our
DyslexiaCentreunder Mrs Jasbir Anand and Mrs
Abha Naithani and also to give a paton the back
tothe English Department for theexcellentresults.
Butalas, inspiteof theirbest efforts, many of us still
misusethe language and use phrases like “thetime
was very less”!

Three oldstalwarts of the staff retired last
year. Miss Shibani Roy who joinedus in July 1968
and inher quiet, modest way got generations of our
young students to take a deep abiding interest in
batik andhandwork. We wish herallthe bestin her
active retirement at Shantiniketan where she is
continuingto develop her art.

Another departure was Mr S K Bhatia
who joinedus inFebruary 1975 and was Head of
the Chemistry Departmentthough his main subject
was Maths, and he was House Master - Krishna
forseveral years. Onretirement as House Master,
he was Dean in charge of Board Exams. Boys
remember him asa very genial figure whowas often
outonthegames field.

Miss Shashi Chopra who joined us in
1977, made her contribution in many areas of the
School: asHead, Departmentof History, as Direc-
tor of Admissions, (a very onerous task), and of
course had begun trying to gather some of the
archives of the School. She has also compiled a
book on the History of the School in 1987, and
updated it in 1997. I am glad to say that she is
continuing to work on our archives in a totally
honorary capacity this year. Those ofus who will
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visit theCamival tomorrow will appreciate how the
years she worked at this fete have made things
easier for her successor.

The School and its Old Boys will miss
them.

Another warming developmenthasbeenin
the growth of the Welham Old Boys Society under
the Chairmanship of Mr Darshan Singh. I must
congratulate him and Raju Vermaonbringing out
aDirectory of Old Boys.

In the smooth running of the School its
students, its parents and its staff all play a particu-
larly important role and I mustthank many for their
help. Iwould like to make particular mentionofa
parent, Mr Shukla who has been instrumental in
gettingus Rs 10 lakhs to setup two transformers in
the School. We are now, as you must have seen
from theplansinthe LRC, goingto buildasubway,
as traffic on the road that divides the School has
greatlyrisen. Forthistoo, weshall belooking for
funds.

The previous year has seen great progress
inmany fieldssuch as academics, computerisation,
the LRC, catering and school discipline. My
thanks to all who have helped bring about these

developments. A special thanks to the School
Captain and his team of prefects for doingadifficult
jobwell.

I am afraid my address has been some-
whatserious, henceitsbrevity. Butitismy intention
to provoke youtothink. IfThavebeen successful,
Iwouldbe gratefulif youwrite into me giving your
viewson what Welham Boys School shouldbe in
the year 2010 and how to go about achieving that
vision.

Asismy wont, [ would like toread outto you
oneofour Assembly prayers:

Lord we offer prayers to thank Thee for
the gift of freedom; the gift that enables us to
make choices and to plan our own life. Lord
enable us to use our freedom responsibly and to
make wise decisions.

Save us from those who threaten per-
sonal liberty, and from those who seek to gain
control over others. ’

May we always be sensitive to details of
Justice and be prepared to fight for the under-
privileged and oppressed, for it is in serving
others that we serve Thee.

SCHOOL CAPTAIN'S SPEECH AT
FOUNDER’S DAY - 1999

Good evening, Chairman Sir, respected trus-
tees, ladies and gentleman. From a chilly April day,
twelve years ago, I have come a long way. My
earliest memories here include being locked up in the
playroom with a handful of other tcary eyed class-
mates while our parents pressed their noses to the
glass windows. Fora 6 yearold, it was aharsh lesson
in independence. To make matters worse, I can
distinctly remember wetting my bed that night!

Today, I stand here as School Captain, and
without doubt, 1 have gone past the bed wetting
stage. It gives me great pleasure to address you on
our 63rd Founder’s Day. During these years, our
school has witnessed remarkable changes which
will no doubt continue into the next millenium. When
I was in junior school, several years ago we had
access to computers that would now be considered
archaic machines, no powerful than ordinary calcu-
lators. Today, the primary school is equipped with
the state of the art i-Macs; the very latest in
computer technology. The fact that these are com-
puters being used by younger children is in some
ways, the first step towards a technology literate
nation. The seniors on the other hand, have free
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access to the internet through the information tech-
nology lab.

Over the vears, I have seen the construc-
tion of the Leaming Resources Centre. the squash
courts, better housing facilities for both staft and
students and of course the Activity Centre. Indeed.
the development of the school mirrors the develop-
ment of the student. It was here that we saw and
leamt so much. It was herc that our value systems
were fostered. Both our mental and physical capa-
bilities have been enhanced. Should anv parent
wonder whether they have made the right choice in
selecting Welham for their child. let me say without
hesitation, “Yes™. No matter where vou come from,
no matter where you live, when vou come to Welham.
you are coming home. While the school does not
expect each student to excel in cvery field. the
school provides an environment where the potential
of each child is recognised and opportunities for
development made available. No wonder then that
our alumni include writers, actors, politicians, busi-
nessman, educationists and diplomats. Watching
our present student community, I can onlv sav that
the coming years will see alist of even more glonous



alumni from Welham who will stand out in theirown
right. Those of us who see the opportunities at
Welham, continue to be rewarded in ways that are
not matched anywhere.

As the School Captain and with the co-
operation of my prefect body we have continued the
fine traditions that have been laid down by my
predecessors. We have tried to lead by example,
and leam from our mistakes. In our own way, we
have tried toinstill asense of pride inevery Welhamite.
I'am thankful to all for their unstinted co-operation
and to the Principal for his vision and directed
guidance.

Iam particularly proud of having introduced
for the first time with the support of students and
staff, astudent disciplinary committee and our Sum-
mer Carnival. The disciplinary committee, consist-
ing of one member from each class, decides on rules
as well as the punishment given to offenders. This is
only a step towards a greater democracy, which
allows for rules that are flexible, and suit the circum-
stances. Another achievement, was the Summer
Camival, which was organized entirely by the boys
independent of the staff. It is something that I am
especially proud of, because it shows our capability
to handle responsibility. The Summer Camival was
ahuge hit, and we hope to see it continue. The funds
collected through the carnival were sent to social
organizations for relief work.

Another first time happening in my year as
School Captain was the Round Square student

exchange programme, where one boy from class
XIIth went to Australia for a term, while some
others went to Germany for the Round Square
Conference this year. As a part of a past Round
Square delegation to the United States, I can only
say that it was an excellent chance for me to leamn
about the views of young people from all around the
world. I hope all parents will try and give their
children the opportunity of such exposure. especially
since the school now has a large number of school
exchange offers from schools all around the world.

Personally, I feel that Welham offers such
a huge number of opportunities for its student that
often we are left feeling a little confused. I hope all
of you will trv to develop at least one specialized
talent and nurture it further so that it will help vou
through your years.

To the future students of class XII, I hope
you will continue the work we have tried to set into
motion. I hope evervone of us dedicates himself to
hisjob to emerge with flying colours. May l also take
this opportunity of saying how much I value the
ready co-operation that I have received in every-
thing I did, in my capacity as the School Captain ,
from my Principal, the staff, the prefects and the
student community.

As we stand here today, in memorv of our
school’s past, let us also consider our future. and
remember to uphold the excellence which has been
fostered within us. Let us trulv move -FROM
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH.

FINAL SOLUTIONS - A REVIEW

“Final Solutions” - are their any?

This excellently directed play focuses on
the sensitive issue of disharmony between the Hin-
dus and the Muslims. It is an issue, which confronts
us every now and again. Yet no solution is in sight.

The subject of the play needs careful thought.
It makes us pause to ‘think’. Society has taken the
attitude of turning a blind to a problem- a problem,
we cannot just wish away. Like Medusa's head, it
appears vicious destroying the very fabric of our
lives. The malaise seems to be deeply implanted in
human nature. It is evident in the clashes between
the upper and the lower class, the Shias and the
Sunnis, the Christians and the Hindus, the Catholics
and the Protestants, the British and the Irish, the
Blacks and the Whites and the immigrants and the
natives. There seems no escape. It appears we are
using these superficial differences as an excuse o
gratify the base instincts inherent in human nature.

The play is aclarion call, areminderto wake

us up from our slumber. Can we hope to find a
solution? Should we at least attempt to do so and
begin by taking a deeper look at ourselves. Inter
communal marriages can help in fostering commu-
nal harmony.

The Final Solution perhaps lies within each
and every one of us. To rise above the pettiness and
greed and to remember that we have come from the
same source. To respect each being as God’s
creation. So let us endeavour to live and let
live.

“I must congratulate Welham Boys’ for the
choice of the subject and the remarkable perform-
ance of the boys and the direction of the plav. The
play gives all food for thought. I hope the coming
together of boys from different backgrounds and
inter-mixing with each other can in some measures
be the base for creating an attitude of goodwill
between communities and culture.”

- Veenu Khan
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RINGSIDE VIEW

Thenew Oliphant Boardhas been appointed,
butI am where I was, for a very sporty cause, The
Ringside View.

The ball game is on a high again, with the
IPSCbasketball being hosted by our school. Before
I'shoot off with the regular news, I thought I should
give some creditto all those involvedin this arduous
event. For, without theirhelpitwouldn'thave been
possible. Thanks alot guys!

Therewaslot of competition witnessedin this
three day long event. 12 schools were to come for
this tournament, but only 9 turned up. The first
match, between DPS, Mathura Road and YPS,
Chandigarh was awalkover. YPS had nottumedup
intime, so the DPS guyswon it. The next match was
between our Junior Team (Blues) against the Mod-
em School. We putup agood fight, unfortunately our
heightwas a great disadvantage as they took away
the game. Yetwe can proudly say we didn’tletthem
take it cool for even a minute. The next 2 matches
were also won due to the absence of the teams. This
timeitwas the Doon School and the Birla School that
gotwalkovers from Sainik School and Army Public
Schoolrespectively.

The evening saw the inauguration of the
tournament by Major General Bakhshi, and the first
match after that was between our Senior Team
(whites) and the Daly College, Indore. Sachin and
Karan combinedheavily to makeitalosing event for
ouropponents. [twas followed by an exciting match
between YPS and Punjab Public School, where the
latter almost won the match where it not for a late
bounceback by the YPS guys who wonitfinally by
amere margin of 4 points. The Doon School and
DPS onceagain gotwalkovers fromtheir respective
opponents.

The next morning, matches were played be-
tween Daly College and Modem while Birlaplayed
DPS. In both matches, the latter team won. In the
evening, another exciting match was on the cards
with Doon castling DPS by a mere 3 points. Then
again, it was a case of another close loss, with our

Senior Team losing from Modem by just4 points.
Our second team played Daly in the evening, and
lostit.

We were now in the Quarterfinals, where
weoutplayed YPS easily while DPS defeated Birla
by ahuge margin. The nextobstacle forus to reach
the Final was our Semi-final match with the Doon
School. With some excellent basketball coming in
from both sides, lady luck deserted us when we
needed her andsowelost. The other Semi-final saw
DPS overcoming Modem easily. So it was a final
between DPS and the Doon School, and all of us
knew we were in for some exciting match the next
match.

With Doonreaching the final for the firsttime,
we all feltitwas DPS’s game that had reached the
final for the 3 consecutive year. But Doon gave
thematough fight, and actually atapointthey were
leading by a margin of over 13 points. But DPS’s
game really tuned up after the halftime and then it
was DPS all theway. With the final whistleblowing,
itwas DPS who had tumed up to bewinners for the
3" consecutive year, and they werereally deserving
of the applause that they received.

San jeet from DPS bagged the Most Valu-
able Player and the Leading Scorer awards, while
Kunal from DPS again bagged the best Rebounder
award. Then it was Welham all the way, with our
very own Aatir Ansari getting the award for the
Most Promising Player. Truly speaking, he seems
very much promising to the Welham Basketball
scene.

Another exciting event, infact one of the most
interesting that have ever seen in recenttimes, had
come to an end, with the School again making a
everlasting signature. While all thehype finished, the
District Athletic meethad begun, anditwasback to
our track bumers again Lets hope they gather
applause fromall. With an optimistic attitude for the
coming exams and atoast to the new Board, I sign
off, asusual. Get Stoned,

- Anshuman
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