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Think About It...
A place for everything and everthing in its place.

-Samuel Smites

EDITORIAL

This could bethefirsttime inalongtime thatlam
writing with freshenthusiasm. Afterallit’sanew
term. I hope you are as excited asI am, trust me,
Iam. WelcomeBack!

can note the difference. Consider the I.S.C and
I.C.S E students who burn the midnight oil to
securea better future. Those passing outare going
to take a giantstep forward from a very protected

What a pity domeinto abareun-
though that my spirits expected world fullof
aredamped as I think of trials and tribulations.
Gujratand thestateitis Here’s wishing that

in. I need notelaborate
on the horrendous af-
termath of suchamajor
catastrophe. However,
I am proud to say that
all of us sacrificed our
breakfastforoneday in
order to contribute to
therelief effort. A spe-
cial mention also goes

our good ol’ seniors
have a fantastic life
ahead.

The sports arena
isaliveandkickingas
the cricketseason has
commenced. The
new captain has taken
over a great respon-
sibility of channeling

to the teachers who
contributedaday’ssal-
ary foranoble cause.
Moving on to
domestic affairs. Our
goodol’ princiisnear-
ing hisretirement. His
achievements have

abundant talent into
fruitfulavenues. They
along withthe tennis
team are to leave for
Sanawar any time
nextmonth. Till then
we will wait for the
coveted trophy.

been exemplary and
surely he’ll leave be-
hind a legacy, his successor would be proud to
build upon. Speaking of successors, we had two
visitors recently who interacted with the students
and teachers alike. As our future leader is still
undecided all wecan dois wait. ..

Winds have changed and almost everybody

Our school has
beenever expanding
over the decades. As time progresses, the needs
and demands of ourschool inthe 21 century rise
exceptionally high. Tokeepup withmodemn times,
change is necessary and hence development, or
rather redevelopment. Recently Mr. Kandhari
conducted apoll, inorderto prioritise anumber of
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projects he had proposed to the School Board.
The projects include building a new swimming
pool, demolishing old buildings, replacing them
with new, modern ones, and major resurfacing of
the school fields. Anytime soon, we may see any of
such exciting prospects materializing. So watch
out...

The windsof change,
Steady, yet swift,
Propel usinto territory unknown,
Areweafraid...
Very afraid ?

Anshuman

LETTERS TO THE ED...

The Editor
The Oliphant

Dear Sir,

Over the years the School has builtup adevelop-
ment fund, so lastterm I circulated a list of major
development projects which in my opinionshould
be taken in hand over the next 5 to 10 years. I
asked the School community fortheir views. I gave
nine projects — of the few responses I got the
following were the top S in order of priority:

1. Toleveland grass the main field

2. To build modern hostels after demolishing

Welham Lodge

3. Tobuildanewswimming pool
4. Tobuildanewacademic block
5. Tobuild newstaffquarters.

Now as I do wish to get a final opinion of the
school, on Monday 19" February, I shall arrange
for every boy and staff to caste their vote listing
their first five choices in order of priority.

It is important that major decisions taken by the
board are a result of the feedback from the stu-
dents, staffand the Principal.

Thank you for letting me use your columns.

Yoursetc

S.Khandhari

Views of parents, and students specially old stu-
dents would be welcome. -Ed

W.0.B.N

1) Duringthese winterholidaysthe followingold
boys got married:
Jayant Gokhale — Batch 1994 to Gauri
Durgesh Bhatia—Batch 1991 to Gitanjali
Jagjit Singh — Batch 1983 to Padmini
We wish themall along and happy married life.

2) Ourwarmest congratulationsto Mr. Jagit Singh
onthe publication ofhis book ‘BirdsofIndia’
avividly colored and very informative book.
Bird watchers who wish to purchase a copy

will need to pay only the discounted price of
Rs.350acopy. Copiesareavailable from the
Principal'soffice.

3) Prashant Khemka Ex C-759 has completed
MCSE, is an E-com and Java professional.
Presently designing Web sites and working
for STIC as a Marketing person, promot
ing ISIC cards.

Can be contacted at:
prashantkhemka@programmer.net

WELHAM NOW

1) Captains - 2001

2

Sports Captain-
Athletic-

Kaushik Choudhury
Gaurav Malhotra



Badminton- VirBhadra
Gym- VirBhadra
Basketball- Yoginder S.Negi
Cricket- Niraj Pareek
Hockey- SaumyaKhaitan
Soccer- PradeeptaRana
Squash- Sarbansdeep S.Sandhu
Swimming- AdityaMalhotra
Tennis- Ankush Vinayak
Table Tennis- RajivGoswami
Volleyball- Shrid Dhungel

2) Dev Agarwal has returned after his exchange
visitfrom Australia.

3) Mr. S.Sahi has left the services of the school.

4) Mr. S.Upadhyay has taken over as house
master ‘Ganga’

5) Mr. S.Bhushan Senior house master retired
fromthe service of the school.

6)Mr. S K.Bakshi hastakenoveras Senior Tutor,
effective from 1* January 2001.

7) The following attended the school net founda-
tioncamp held from 22" January to 1* February
2001 inthe multi media lab:

Ms. N.Goel

N.Singh

A Nathani

N.Bagga

S.Upadhyay

A.Mehra

Mrs. Segra

Ms.S.Chaturvedi

Mr. M.Mitra

8) The following boys achieved excellence in
Moming Assembly Speechesheld in Autumn Term,
2000.

Raunak Tibrewal
Sameer Suri
Vibhor Gupta
Nishant Joshi

o d

Sarthak Johar

9)Special Achievement Awards
1. AtishD.Bajracharya

2. Shrid Dhungel
3. Parimal Piyush
4. DiwasBam

10) Resultsof the Kandhari Essay writing contest
2000.

Group A (Class XI)
1%*Shrid Dhungel
2" Rishi Lashkery
3" Deepak Sanan

Group B (Classes IX-X)
1% Geetika Upadhyay
2" Tarun Saraf
3 Abhishek Kumar Singh

Group C (Classes VII-VIII)
1*Raunak Tibrewal
2M Ujjwal Kumar
3 Sarthak Johar and Gaurav
Chopra

11) Vinayak Pant was awarded the Best Actor for
the Founder's day Hindi Play.

LITERARYAFFAIRS
The Lover's Way

Youmay say that there are lovesick
people, cause on Valentine's Day a lot of them
are.

There are some who with great enthusi-

asm write letters, post cards and yes, spend a lot
of money on gifts. They send this stufftoa few
numbersof girlsasking each of themtoaccept
their proposal, praying that they will. Sometimes
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there isanegative reply but the next day they go
offtoafriend and say ’you know, that
girl.....She accepted my proposal but afteralot
of consideration I dumped her.”

Then there are some who with alot ofhope visit
the post office more than 5 times on this auspi-
ciousday andifanyone notices themall they say
is“....was supposed toreceive one butdon’t
know what happened.” Butdeep downinside
they know what’s gonna come—aletter from
dad. Anexample: Anoverexcited guy came up
to me today saying he had a ‘conversation’ with
amajor babe. Onshowing some interestinhim I
enquired about his ‘conversation’ with the so-
called major babe. “She asked me the way to
thetoilet” hereplies.

Againthere are the honest guys who have Valen-
tines and keep the letterto themselves, not reveal-
ing their secrets. But some guys come to know

about these ‘young lovers’ one way oranother.
Inour school, we have the M.1.S paps who
drink M.LS, sleepM.1.Sandlove M.1.S. Whatis
there inthem gals? Cause whenI went up there all
I found was a fortress protected by a lot of guards
who were very strict (stricter than ‘our’ very own
muchar, who mans the LOC.). Eventhe innocent
brothers have to go through a series of tests to
prove to the killer guards that they are BROTH-
ERS and not BOYFRIENDS. I sympathize with
them. Better luck next time!!! And as for the
unsuccessful boyfriends they return to school as
failures with a long face like a farmer’s horse. |

sympathize with themtoo.

Sohere goestoall the ‘young lovers’ ofthe

world, seek out the right person then freak out.
Adios
Astalavista

The Anti-Lover

R.S.LS - Orissa

So there we were atone of mother nature's
exotic sightshaving aball. AndI don’tthink that
anyone would have thoughtthataR.S.1.S project
would be so beautiful. There were five of us
representing Welham at the R.S.I.S camp in
Nuagaon and Gadgujung (Orissa). The objective
was to build two classrooms in Gadgujung, which
wedid complete and there was a great satisfaction
derived was wholly pleasurable.

The journey from Delhito
Bhubaneshwar was uneventful expect that the
train got delayed by 12 hours due to a strike. To
be very frank, nobody minded itasall ofus got
another 12 hours to sleep.

We reached Gadgujung withus seeing
two things atatime, because the busjourney
was so bumpy and the bus so rickety that my
head touched the top at least a hundred times.
Wellnoone’scomplaining. Aswe gotoffthe
entire village was staring at us wondering who
these idiots were and what kind of transport
were we using. We got a warm welcome from
the students already there but not from the
authorities.

The daysahead were full of fun and
frolicand hard work withus getting a shouting
fromthe authorities once ina while, but who
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cared? We took it in our stride. All of us were
doing our work seriously- some were painting
digging, pulling out the shrubsortalking. By the
nightall of us were dog tired and some slept by
nineintheevening.

Yogaat five wasa mustand compul-
sory. Inthe chilly weather we would groan and
spread our sheets near the toilets (which would
eventually getdamp). Yogaisanentertaining
sport. Youdo exercise that relaxes you physi-
cally and mentally. Then there were these funny
exercises which would make usall laugh. (There
was one where you had to put water in one
nostril and take it out through the other) A nice
way to start your day. The most thrilling Aasan
was when we had to stick out our tongues, clasp
our nostrils and take out this funny noise from
our bellies. [t was called the Lion Aasan.

Thetoilets were the normal Indian
commodes. Wedidn’thave to go to the ‘Jhari’.
The door’s sides were made of clothand if the
wind blew too hard you could get stuckinan
embarrassing situation.

Every evening there would be this ‘tug of
war’ between the girlsand boysoverthe
hosepipe, with which we would bathe. Eventu-
ally theboys would win and a girl would come



sneaking into the male’s bathroom and snatch
the pipe while all of us were astonished at their
serpendity. As for us we obviously couldn’tdo
the same however hard we wished we could.

There were times when we would carry
onworkingtill 11 atnightinstead of stopping at
the usual time. The girls would be sentback to
the campmuch to theirannoyance. The villagers
would be linking us up with anumber of girlsand
we would be listening to theirlove stories. The
students were not working all by themselves; in
factall we did was assist the villagers. In particu-
lar there was this deafand dumb person who
would work till2 inthe moming.

The food we ate was pretty good though
the international students did find itabit spicy.
Everyday it would be a group’s duty toserve the

food and entertain us. Dinner was arranged
each evening where we would have to get adate
along and my date was one of my good friend's
infatuation. Believe me,l wasdrilled with snide
remarks thatentire evening.

During the entire stay we made loads of
friends and shared different opinions. We
laughed, cried, argued and worked together. All
together it was anexperience we shall never
forget.

We went there to give but came back
with more than we gave. The memories, the
experience and the satisfaction ofhelping some-
body isinvaluable afterall.

- Rohan Sachdeva

INTERVIEWS

Amish Mulmi and Karan Mehrotra inter-
viewed Mr. S.Bhushan and Miss. Z.Rehman
on their retirement.

Interview —Mr. Bhushan

Q: It has been a long teaching career for you,
please shareabitofyourteaching life withus.

A: Well, I taught at D.A.V College in '64-'65.
Before that I taught in Cambridge School in'63. At
that time it was called Sishu Niketan. I was young
and gotmy firstteaching experience withdifferent
kinds of people. ThenI went to amilitary school
King Gorge, where [ taught for 24 years. Over
there the boys were of amiddle class background
and definitely more disciplined. When I joined
Welham coming from a military school what I
expectedI didn’tget. It was laterthat I realized that
itwas my mistake. [ should have leamt to deal with
these boys when I was young for I was from a
military school and expected morediscipline. When
I came I was49 and found itdifficultto adjustat first
but later due to the co-operation of the boys I
adjusted. AlthoughIdon’tdiffer from Mr. Kandhari
inmy age but heenlarged my outlook and he taught
mealot.

Q: Youhaveundoubtedly directed a fairnumber of
plays. Please tell us about your experience.

A: My experience has been excellent but the only
drawback I found was that people always found
faults. They always said that he is taking help from
other people but my aim was to train the boys and
not compete. I directed “ek tha gadha’ in 1991
‘permit ka chakkar’ in 1998 and ‘khajoor mein
atka’in 2000. The boysIhelpedin ‘ khajoormain
atka’ was a new experience for I dealt with the
boys of senior class. In public school youhave to
have more activities, and good relations between
teachers and students. More as a friend, modern
ideasmoving with technology.

Q: After going what changes would youexpectin
school ?

A: The athletics standard in school is extremely
poor.Inmy time I was asprinterand high jumper
and I know the amount of practice I did forit. Boys
don’tplay butloiter around the fields. Despite the
hindrances they excel in sports. There should bea
lot of trees, shades, pathways, flowersetc. plants
which require less water can be planted. Krishna
house should come towards Triveni and there
should definitely be less bajri.

Q: Afteryourretirement whatdo you plantodo ?
A: Afterretirement I willtry totake atotal change.
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Normally everyone carries along with the same job
when trained butI would like to learn new fields
and become amember of theatre groups, partici-
pate in all cultural and social things but will not
teach. I will attend all school functions and helpout
ifnecessary but no question of earning money.

Thank you very much Sirwe wishyoua very happy
retired life.

Interview — Miss. Rehman
Q: Whendidyoujoinschool?
A: Tjoined school onthe 10™ of April 1960

Q: Whatmemoriesdo youhave ofMiss. Oliphant?
A: WellMiss. Oliphanttreated melike achild. She

was likeamotherforme.

Q: Outof all the Principals you have worked with
whom did you enjoy the most ?

A:Ienjoyed the most working under Mr. Kandhari
as he was very understanding and open-minded
person. He has done a lot for the school and
dedicated himself towards it. The only
disappointmentisthatclass | hasbeen abolished.
[didn’tlikethisideaone bitand I feel the charm s
gone.

Q: Whatdo you plan to do after retirement ?

A: Iplantotakerest fora few years and after that
Iwill do social work and teach Quran Sharifto the
poor children and I hope after my retirement the
school will stay asunique asitis or ratheras Miss.
Oliphant wanted it to be.

NATURE'S DIARY
The land of NO SECRETS

Tamatthe beginning alittle perplexedasto
howto start thisarticle. I have contributed before,
but this has only been on the fiction side of the
magazine, but herel am now writing about nature,
well what canl say, our Nature’s dairy correspon-
dents, write well and have covered alot of areas.

SoIthought to myself why not write about
a culture, a land and its people, well I choose

Bhutan. Yes Bhutan, asmallneighbourofIndia, a
country whichisnotopenand explored, a country
whichdoes not thrive ontourism unlike Indiaand
itsneighbors. The Bhutanese people are notkeen
onitasthey say itis their way of preserving their
traditionand culture.

The name Bhutan comes from Bhutana
meaning end of Tibet or from the Sanskrit word
Bhu-uttanmeaning highlands. The capital of Bhutan
is Thimpu, the national language is Dzongkha (of
Tibetan origin), but it has other languages like

Nepalischopraand other dialects. The people here
are amix of various races. Inthe north and west the

people are or Tibetan origin. In the east, Indo-
Mongolian, inthe south, Nepali. The government

hereishereditary monarchy. The currencyiscalled
Ngultrum.

(6)

Bhutan, unlike other parts of Indian sub-

continent, was never colonized. It had been shut
to the world until the late 1960 whenaroad was
constructed linking Thumpu and the Indian
boarder. Money was non- existent, and taxes
were paid in kind.
Bhutanisamix of variousreligions, Budhism being
the main followed by Hinduism. The people here
are very friendly and caring. The Bhutanese are
known for their hospitably forexample they will
inviteyouto theirhouse, they will feed youtill you
cannoteatanymore then they will apologize for
nothaving fedyouanything........

They respectall forms of life (this due to
Budhism),so one should notkill rodentsorinsects
inone'shousein Bhutan in front of the Bhutanese.
The women wear Kira-abrightly stripped, ankle-
length dress. The men wear the Gho aknee length
robe similarto the Japanese Kimono, except that
the top partisespecially voluminous.

Bhutanis slowly opening its selfuptothe
world, but the interiors of Bhutan are still unseen,
ithasbeendescribed as the last Shangri-La. One
ofthe fewhiddenkingdoms. ( )



Exchange to WELHAM !

WhenIleft Melbourne at 12:05, Friday morning
Ithought that Dehra Dun was a small town, cause
thatis what I wastold by Alex, the student from
my school who had come for anexchange program
at The Doon School.

My school is called Mowbray College and
isin a place called Melton. It is a co-ed and day
school with 1100students. We start school at 8:40
a.m.and end at3:15 p.m. Inanormal school day
we have 6 classes, 50 minutes each, except for
Wednesday, when we have 5 classes. Our week
goes from Monday to Friday and we have 4 terms
per year.

Welham is a different school than mine.
Firstly, Welhamisanall boy'sschool anda boarding
school. Some of the other differencesare: -

Welhamites have to face physical punishment
whereas the only one inour school is detention.
We only have to do Englishasacompulsory
subject, the restis free choice outofabout 15
others.

The school captain has no power over any

students at Mowbray.
Weonly have schoolassembly on Wednesday.
Saturday and Sunday are both holidays.

My stay at Welham has been great. It’sanice
school ina nice country with nice people. [ have
had lots of funand learntalotabout India and the
people.

T hadagood time trekking, it wasreally great,
and the mountains wereastunning view. But there
were some bad things while trekking. I got sick
fromthe good food and the trek was hard asit was
the first time [ had been trekking, also the height
made my breathing alittle harder than normal.

White water rafting was real good fun. It was
the second time | had been rafting and it was better
than the first. While rafting we saw three skeletons
and one whole body in or on the banks of the
Ganga.

Ithink everyone shouldtry forexchange. itisa
greatexperienceand something you will remember
forthe rest of your life.

David Baily

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE...

Aseem to the house: Ifajuniorisseenenteringa
senior’s room without permission I’ve had it.
(Realizing his mistake) oh! Sorryslip of lips!!!

* %k %

Abhinav Kir to Mayank and Deepak: oye
yaar!!! Aprilis gonnabe a busy week for me.

* ¥ %

WHAT'S
HOTII??

Casualsduring classes
Nest

Chocolate Corner
Cut-Surds

Rudrato Mr. Bhandari: Sir, I can’tunderstand
this figure.
Mr. Bhandari : Whose figure???

* %k ¥

Mr. Vinod Singh to 10-A: If you have any
problem thenthat isnota problem!!!

* % *

WHAT'S
NOTIic¢

Surds

(7)



RINGSIDE VIEW

My writing skills are at atest (1 have forgot-
ten how to write-allI candois scribble) And the
heartless editor is behind me with a cane and
making sure I domy work.

It’squite amaz-
ing how people adapt
to new routines. The
school deserves a pat
onthe back for getting
up at 6:00 everyday.
Sodoes ateacher who
goesandexercises with
the boys. The chilly
weather doesdeter the
basketball team from
getting up at 5 in the
momingand practicing
butthey do practicein
the evenings.

Badmintonand
Tennis are ‘hot terri-
tory’ now and you can
see people hovering
around the tennis
courts. It’s good to see
the boys pursuing it withalotofenthusiasmaftera
longtime. WAY TO GO ANKUSH.

Cricket is the only sport that is being
played with vigor and at the school. The new
captain—Neeraj is a pretty confident about win-
ning afew matchesthis seasondespite his firstloss.
Weencourage himto give ithisbest. He’ s already
taken contrPl overthe practices.

The first match we played was against Star
Club, which was a great, close game. With us
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losing by a run. Star Club scored 157 runs in 29
overs withall getting outand wemade 156 runsin
50 overs with 9 wickets. Gauravand Adityamade
agood pair stablising the inningsafter the first few
losses. Kaushik made
35runsoutof38balls
without getting out.
And ourman Saumya
hitacool six.
Thepracticesrage
on from 3 in the after-
noon to 6:30 in the
evenings. They are
getting prepared to
play G.R.Dsoon.

Talking about
preparations the In-
dianteamis also get-
ting geared to play the
great mighty Aussie
teamonthe 27" of the
month. Can we Indi-
ans stop them from
winning the 16 con-
secutivetest match.

Shifting to otherarenas. The gym isthe haunt
of many different sized people. There are a few
who have gone to the extent of getting nutritious
food like grams. Volleyball has since started
withregular practice on.

Hope that this term Welham shines in the
sport arena and that we never forget the spiritin
whichagame should be played.

Livinginthathope.
Rohan'sporty' Sachdeva
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