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Think About It...
Know Thyself

-The Pope, attributed to Thales

EDITORIAL

There are times when aneracomesto an
endanditisarare occasion when stalwartsofthe
pastcometogether to pay their tribute tothe one
that has created his-

tory.

An entire
chapter will be re-
writtenonthe 31%of
May when our be-
loved principal, Mr.
Kandhari, parts from
the Welham Com-
munity. He is our
second founder.
We, onthe Editorial
board, consider it
appropriate that we
dedicate this issue
tothisfinefigureofa
man who has in-
spired thousands of
students over these
eighteen years.

He leaves behind a
legacy thathis successors will find difficult to
better.

“Iwould not paint a picture, but rather be
one.” Ourmanisanepitome ofthese words. A man
withafixed setof principles, who has never shown
any sort of prejudice, he is well known for his
tolerance, and prompt action once the rules are
breached. He loves leading by example, butdoes
notexpectanybody to follow him, ashe would be
happy ifeachindividual would carve anidentity for
himself.

The infrastructure that the school pos-
sessestoday canall be credited to him. His perse-
verance and vision is responsible for what our
schoolistoday. With
ahumblebeginning in
1937. ourschool car-
riedonanimageofa
“feederschool till the
day he assumed the
post. The first step
that he took. was to
make our school a
senior-secondary.
andthenbuiltthe dif-
terent hostel tor the
senior-most boys of
the school where they
would be lefton their
own.

The vision
thathe carried during
the beginning of his
tenure was one. that
some would say,sim-
ply anachronistic. His
dreamsjustdid notbelong to that time. His ideol-
ogydid notbelong to that period. He used to, and
still thinks of the future, of the daysto come. He
doesnotrestricthimselfto the present. And it was
this vision that has carried our school all these
years.

The construction of an extremely well
equipped library, i.e. our L.R.C. was nexton his
agenda. Hisessential ideain building this structure
isreflected in the name: Learning Resources Cen-
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ter. Not a library, but a center where every re-
source is at one’s disposal and discretion. It is
totally different from the libraries of other institu-
tions, because no other library can boast of having
an Audio-Visual room, an Art Gallery, accessto
Multimediaand of course, one of the widest range
ofbooks in the whole country. The pleasure with
whith he conductsthe L.R.C. Council meetingsis
awitness to the pride that he takes in the building.

Our Activity Center is an unimaginable
~ structure, thearchitecture having been personally
- conceptualised by him. Itisreputed to be the best
multi purpose hall in the whole town, and we can
say it with pleasure and pride thatit belongsto us.
It is with pride that we record that we owe this
magnificenthalltohim.

Then of course there are the others. The
construction of indoor squash courts, the renova-
tion of the entire hostels, and the IT lab. The
Multimedia Labis another example ofhis vision.
The Round Square movement is another aspect
where we have made our mark. It is a fact that
many foreign students approached our Teacher In-
charge during the Conference in Canada for Stu-
dent Exchangesthat they be givenan opportunity

to be allowed to spend aterm in our school. This
Exchange Programmehasbeenequally successful.
We have had opportunities to go to schools rated
as the best in the world, and we can thank our
Principalforthis.

It is said that good men and honour go
together. Well, ithas been the same with our man.
He has neverbent hisknees when facing insolent
might, hasnotcompromised with his principles nor
the name and honour of this institution. He has
withstood dharnas and strikes and has come out
stronger, all because he believed inthe truth of his
stand.

Though there are the usual critics that say
he was too lenient, he has been a figure that will
stand outasone withamostillustriouscareer. After
our founder, Welham means only him. It is de-
pressing to think of Welham without him.

As he takes his leave and bows out in
glory, weall give him and Mrs. Kandhari a standing
ovation.Both of them have affected our lives in
every possible and positive way.

Thank You, Sir! And our good wishes fora
happy retirement.

-Anshuman

WELHAM NOW

1. Thefirstround of the Inter House Science Quiz
was held on the 3 of May 2001. Krishna
House leads the way, followed closely by
Jamuna.

2. TheCareer Counselling Sessions washeld for
classes 10, 11, 12 on the 4* and 5" of April
2001.

3. TheJunior hockey team was the runnersupin
the Council School Hockey Tourament.

4. Theseniorhockey teamstood secondplacein

the Senior Council School Hockey Tournament
heldat the Doon School.

5. The junior hockey Inter House was won by

Ganga.

6. Theseniorhockey team wasagain the runners

upatthe Swing Memorial Hockey Tournament,
held at Oakgrove, Mussorie.

7. TheB-House Entertainment programme was

held on the 12% of April 2001.

W.0.B.S.

There was a get-together organized by the
Chandigarh chapteronthe 15®of April. It was well
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attended by members from the near by regionsand
by the members ofthe Executive Committee. Mr.



and Mrs. Kandhari were present for the gathering
. Thelocal representative of the area, Mr. Harbir
Batra, at the Chandigarh club organized it. Mr.
Kandhari briefed the old boys about the school and

itsnew principal Mr. Mukesh Shelat. The mem-
bershave decided to organize a farewell party for
Mr. and Mrs. Kandhari, which will be held in
Dehradun on the 27" of May 2001.

INTERVIEW.

Excerpts of an interview with Mr. Kandhari
by our correspondent Rohan Sachdeva.

Q.1

Al

Q.2

A2

Q3

A3

RS- Youhave been the Principal for 18
years and are also known as the second
founder of Welham. What stage do you
think the schoolisat?

SK- I was not aware that I was being
called the second founderof Welham!Ido
not think it wise to compare our school
with others. The comparison should be
with the ideal to which wehave along way
to go. A lot has, of course, been done but
a lot has yet to be done. When I joined
Welham it was going through an identity
crisis from a well-known preparatory
school toalittleknown primary schoolina
state of flux. We needed facilities, trained
faculty, infrastructure. These have been
provided overthe yearsand whatis more
importantisthat Welham isan established
entity withboth the staffand the students
being proud members of the school.

RS-You have often stressed on compas-
sion and are also known to be tolerant.
Why do yourate these qualitiesasamongst
the mostimportant? What other qualities
should anindividual have?
SK-We,asanation, are aratherselfishand
intolerant lot. I felt it necessary, as an
school teacher, to be a role model and
highlight the virtues of tolerance. I think
each man should be self-sufficient with
varied interests, upon which he can enter-
tain himself and others and not depend
upon canned entertainment.

RS-What do you expectout of your suc-
cessor?

SK-The new successor will have to deal
with problems arising out of change and

Q4

A4

Q5

AS

Q.6

A.6

Q.7

A7

new techniques. He will also need to lay
emphasisonteachertraining and their con-
tinuousassessment.

RS-Inthe near future, what changes would
youhave madeifyouhad continuedasthe
Principal of Welham.

SK-I think amore intensified academic
atmosphere for class twelve combined
with anoptionto specialize inasport
should be present. There should be zero
tolerance forinfringement of certainim
portant school rules. Equally importantisa
more structured method ofthe continuous
assessmentof teachers.

RS-Are we at Welham equipped and
ready to face the 21 century?
SK-Boysofclasstwelveare luckierthan
they know. They are definitely better
equipped. [ don’tthink that boysneed to
be aspoonted all the time. computer facili
tiesare available and the boys getalot of
exposure in the school.

RS-Whatisthe key to headingand man
agingaschool?

SK-To keep ones eyes and ears open, to
havealistening ear, to be able to interact
with the community and old boys. The
school canbe considered well managed
when prefects assist in being guardians to
those under their charge. Whenthey want
the responsibilities and not the privileges.

RS-Could youtell us something about
your life asa student, when you studied at
Welham.

SK-Itis very difficultto look back though
itwasaperiod ofenjoymentand fun. Being
asonofanarmy man, schooling was often
disrupted. Welham provided continuity, a

G)



PH.
(PRAYAG HOUSE)
HIS BRAINCHILD

WITH

ILLUSTRIOUS
GUESTS - 1987

SQUASH COURTS




INAUGURATION
OF THE
GOLDEN JUBILEE |

1987

INSIDE
THE
LR C

SCHOLARS'
RECOGNITION

DAy

)



place where I made friends, friendships
lasting forty years. Life was funat Welham.

Q.8 RS-Whatdoyouand Mrs. Kandhari plan
to do now.

A8 SK-Idonotintendseeking employment
but will continueto assist the Friendsof the
Doonandhelplocal primary schoolsand
promote environmental awareness. An
other one of my ambitionsistocreatea
garden.

Q.9  RS-Sir, whatdo youthink have been your
successand failure?

A9  SK-IwishlIcould have beenmore suc
cessful inmaking senior boys more self
disciplinedand staffmemberstohave been
more interactive withthe boysina friendly

and firm manner. I feel thatI have suc
ceededingiving Welham aname,aniden
tity and the vision of the future.

Q.10 RS-Mrs. Kandhari has been a source of
inspiration,and hasof course assisted you
inmany duties. How much credit does a
husband owe to his wife?

A.10 SK-Well, shehasbeenagreatasset, and
taken a lot of workload off me. Mothers
and young children have found iteasierto
talk to her. She has been asounding board
and wonderful all the way.

Q.11 RS-Finally, Sir, yourmessageto the school
community.
A.11 SK-KNOW THY SELF...

THE WELHAM STAR...

-Dedicated to the BAT(caped crusader)

He came here as a boy, to become a man
But Welham made him what he couldand can.

The man attained success, the man attained his

Eightteenyears ofexperience as Princi of Paradise
Now ahead ofhim, hisretirement lies.

Althoughheis going, but nottoo far

goals Youcantruly call him, the Welham Star...
- The man became a saviour to many of us poor
souls. -a disciple
LITERARY AFFAIRS.
I*' December, 1982 — chilly weather. However, I feel anempty space.

Aslgetready tositinthismuch-coveted
office, I feel asense of pride, and at the same time,
asenseofbelonging tothis placethatI’vecome to.
I place myself 30 years back, in the days of the
Lady, the founder. Asakid, a toddler, this place
was my paradise. And now, I am the head. I just
can’tbelieveit.I could neverimagine myselfsitting
inthis chair, this place.

The sightoutside my office isapleasant
one. Trees seem to love the bright sunshine in this
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avoid gapinthisacademia. There is something
missing here. I must fill up that blank space. I
knowI must.

It is quite a pleasant surprise when one
returns to one's alma mater, especially as the
Principal. The feeling that one gets sitting in this
chair as the head of one’s own school cannot be
explained. Itis not duty that connects me to this
institution; itis a sense of belonging thatmakes me
feel I have always wanted to be here.



The school seemsmuch different than what
itwasinmy days. Nomorelittle kids aboundin the
place; there are senior boys that look at me witha
weirdlook. New faces, except for a few faithful
teachers, are all that I see.

AsItake steps towards the beautiful Pea-
cock stage, I feel that my presence has been
expected foralong time. Everyone seemsto call
outtome withunknown familiarity; I don’tfeel new
atall.

I'think this school cansstill be developed.
Thepotential that it possesses has not been tapped.
Given resources, and infrastructure, every boy
here will turn out to be acomplete man. I visualise
adifferent institutionina fewyears, withsecondary
education, new hostels, technological advance-
mentsand educationinacomplete sense.

Aml expectingtoo much?
31¢, May 2001

Ican’tbelievethis. [ amleaving Welham
today. Ohmy god! I have been expecting this day
since last year, yetI can’t getmyselfto believe that
the Day has finally come.

[ am amazed at the heaviness inmy heart
that slowly creeps up to my throat. There are no
kids around; they have all left for their vacations. |
long to see their bright faces once again. T know|

will, but then I will no longer be the head. The
school seemsdesolate, asis usual during holidays.
but this time the loneliness seems to remind me
more of aphantom-like existence.

In all my life, I have never felt this way.
Time hasdefeated me, foronce. AsIslowly leave
the premises, [ try to relive the days that are now
just a part of me.

My desire seems fulfilled. The school's
infrastructure isa pleasure forall that live here. The
students seem happy to live in Welham. Yet, there
isadreamthatneedsto be fulfilled, the dream that
every student here will have access to the wired
world.

Tknow I havebeenstrict whenIshouldn’t
have been. I know I have been lenient where [
should have been strict. Yet, I feel Welham has
taught me alot more than I have taught it. I have
learnt, children are often better teachers than the
mostqualified adults.

[feel proudasIlook atthe library, the multi
purpose hall, and the Internet facility. These stand
witnesstomy labour, my dreams. And thesereveal
the hard work thathas been put in this institution.

The time has now come to pass on the
mantletoayoungerman. Itishe who willnow carry
thetorch.

-Amish Mulmi

MR. K, AND HIS WAYS_.

18long years, sevennew school buildings,
10+2 addition, member of Round Square, pur-
chase of litchi orchards and White House, and
hundreds of polished products with a glorious
future. This man has not changed a bit. He is the
same Surendra Kandhari that came to Welham in
1983, with an ambitious dream and abundant
enthusiasm. Enthusiasm that has not ebbed since
then; and a vision that has materialized, probably
even beyond his own expectations. The above
mentioned accomplishmentsare the tip of whathe
has done to make this school to what it is, from to
what it was.

Charlie, as people call him affectionately,
is his himself an ex-Welhamite. It would not be
wrong to say that he has in him each and every
positive quality an ‘exie’ isexpected tohave. Heis

adisciplinarian who stands by his principals against
all odds. His liberal and unconventional ways of
schooling did raise many aneyebrow. This inclina-
tiontowards the Americanstyle of functioning was
muchdebated upon. One thing all the exies must be
grateful foristhe constructionof ‘P.H.” (Principal's
house now knownas Prayag house). He wanted to
give the senior most boys’ of the school, afeel of
ajunior college where they could independently
butresponsibily utilize theirtime. WhetherP.H. has
lived upto his expectations, one cannot say. This
man hasalways moved withthe times, whetherin
schooling, technology or for that matter indress.
The stylish old man is always, “in”, such is the
Welham spirit. Mr. Kandhari s stylish “frenchie™
must have made many a female heart skip abeat!
His dress sense proves that he is young at heart.
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This“18-till-I-die” type of dress makes him our
man, afterall he isa Welhamite. Recently, the fad
of wearing woolen caps caughthim, adifferent one
everyday. Blue on Mondays, green on Tuesdays
andso on. The twelthies blazer introduced by him,
Lassertively comment is the bestamong all Indian
schools. His cloak, however earned him the name
of Batman but this Batman, minus the Robin was
aloneenoughtokick indiscipline outof school. He
was often compared to a vegetable. But he was
level headed enough to take these jokes in their
stride. However when it came to serious business,
he wasone toughguy. A word outofhismouth was
likeabulletoutofagun, unstoppable. Verbally he
couldtake justanyone foratrip. He was gifted in
thisability to putanyone inasort ofa ‘heads-you-
lose, tails-you-win’ situation. If you have under-
gone his tongue twisting treatment, you would
knowexactly whatI mean. Physical punishment
would notdoto aboy, what his treatment could!
He would make Jay Leno gulp for words. If he
talks toyouin Hindi, then you’ve had it, especially
ifitbegins witha—‘abey bevkoof... one thing that
connected himand some ofthe boys and staff was
his Punjabi origin. He would burst outinhis mother
tongue whenever he was in the mood.' (I wonder
how he would look like inapagari!!”)Mr. Kandhari
‘soccasional filling in for Mr. Khaira’s geography
classeswould sendachill down one’s spine. Boys.
-who never bothered to attend the class, would
amazingly turn up well equipped with geometry
boxes, atlases and crayons! I remember one in-
stance, when one of my classmate, before aclass,
took a bath, oiled his hair, applied cream. put
deodorantand evencuthis nails. Unfortunately, in
the process he got late. I need not mention that he
underwent Mr. Kandhari's treatment! It would
take real guts to bunk his class. In his class we
would sit like a bunch of psyched out zombies,
unabletoevenliftafinger. Whew...!
Inhis assembly speeches he would often
say things he pondered over on his way there. His

anger would, many a times, be seen in these
speeches. He would not hesitate to cut down to
size any “*bloody barbarian™! His last resort would
betosharply criticize offence. We have grown with
his — “how shall [ put its’ and “think about its".
When he ended his speech with a—think about it.
one could not help but do so. He could become
'sarcasmin fleshand blood' when it was required
of him. However we have also witnessed his
sudden spirits of humor inthe assemblies.

His powerful personality could also put the
staff into a trauma. ‘The boss’ as he is known
amongst them, was always there to keep aneye.
His occasional outings would consequently be
declared an unofficial holiday! When the cat’s
away, themice will play! A teacherlazily giving the
class free school, would suddenly get up witha-
*So, where was [, boys...!"upon his appearance.
When he shitted his office from the junior school to
the Academic block. it was the staftthat cribbed
more than us. Such was his control. Thanksto his
dynamic leadership. we haveteacherslikewe have
today.

Sometimes. however his whims and ec-
centricities have sparked debates. But I suppose
this to be a natural reaction of laymen to the
unconventional ideas ofamanas greathe is. [tis
because of theseideas that Welham hastruly gone
fromstrengthtostrength. [tisunderhistenure ot 18
vears that our school has seen many develop-
ments. His graying hairisanexampleofall the hard
work he has putinto the making ot this institution.
My sympathies with Mr. Shelat. who willbe under
greatscrutiny fromcritics who have beenusedto
expecting nothing but the best from the Principal.
However, we are sure he will live up to our
expectations.

Today. as Mr. Kandhari stands at the
threshold of retirement. he has each and every
reason to be proud of and to smile about.

-Prayaas J.B. Rana
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