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THE OLIPHANT

Common sense is an uncommon degree is what the world calls wisdom

WELHM BOYS’ NEWSLETTER

16 September 1985

News comes in various cycles as rain. Honour
and embarrassement, there was some, of both at the
start of yet another term at welhams. And then every-
one knew that they were back at the same old school,
back to their normal routine, their friends, and a term
full of its pleasures & hazards, enjoyment and hardwork,
joy and sarrow. Summing up, not much different from
any other term. Occassional showers of rainfall, disrupted
the normal routine, however with the passage of time
the old machinery of the school came alive.

The past month left behind a trail of activities
and while retiring to our office and files, we had a tough
time. You havein front of you the first issue of the

newsletter of this term  We have opened our files and
await your vaiuable response. The boys have suggested,

complained and recommended varicus points te improve
the newsletter. These include a suggestion box and a
choice of articles.

The school machinery continues to launch and
indulge in its ambitious tree planting campaign,
installation of  solar  heaters, absorption of
advanced computer systems and draws the final
clauses for the construction of a sophisticated geography
laboratory, complete with a satellite tracking radar
system and other high precision instruments.

The Oliphant, recently, in the exercising of its
powers and functions which are vast, has been accused of
its publication of facts which are distorted and have been

.

EDITORIAL

misleading. It was surprising to learn that the ‘Oliphant’
is being deployed as a weapon to malign and throw
light on the inadequecy of the school. This is certainly not
our intention., As responsible editors of the school
magazine and as loyal members of school fraternity we
have worked hard to suggest improvements and poirit
out the laccunas, wherever we felt they existed. Our
pronouncements are and will always be intended for the
good of the school and welfare of the school community.
We stand convinced and stand by our pronouncements
and which are read, reread confirmed and reconfirmed.

Ours are not idle pronouncements. We are
increasing our efforts and exploring new efforts. You
will hear more from us and we would like to hear more
from you

We are angry. We are embarrassed. We are
determined..................
-Gaurav Kampani

WELHAM OLD BOYS NEWS:

Alif Shirali, ICSE Class of 1983, has got
admission to Harvard-Radcliffe College at Cambridge
Massachusetts, as an undergraduate freshman. He is
wholeheartedly congratulated ! Incidentally, only three
other people from India got the admission to the
Harvard Class of 89,



NOTES FROM ALL OVER

BLACK HOLE IN MILKY WAY : A sattellite
experiment aboard the next US space shuttle flight will
examine what may be a balck hole lurking in the centre
of the milky way galaxy, devouring stars, cosmic dust
and gas at a rapid rate. The centre of the galaxy is
tightly packed with stars and seems associated with
violent action. According to recreatists it may be a very
large blackhole and may be the source of intense radi-
ation emanating from the galatic centre.

THATCHER TURNS POETESS British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher has turned her hand to
poetry, composing seme lines for a book of verse in aid
of African Famine Victims. The ‘Save the Children’

organisation hopes to raise 200,80,000 pounds through
sales of this book.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY: Mr. Konstantin  Aid,
tired of having his name connected with the immune
system breakdown known as *“AIDS”, has threatened to
sue newspapers and broadcasting stations in sweeden
everytime they use the acroynym Mr. AID in a letter to
the Swedish Government, has demanded that a different

name be adopted by the media for the usually fatal
disease.

ARGENTINA REAFFIRMS CLAIMS OVER FALK-
LANDS : A rgentina has said it would never abandon

its claim to the disputed Falkland Islands and accused

Britain of refusing to resume serious talks on the future
of the South Atlantic Archipelago. The foreign ministry

"declared to celebrate Argentina’s claim of Falklands, and
that Britain’s fortification of the islands was generating
towards world tensions.

MORE F-16s FOR PAKISTAN : United States has
agreed to supply Pakistan with more F-16 fighter aircraft
& other sophisticated weapons for its armed forces.
Pakistan has already received forty F-16s but it will get

an additional indisclosed number of this aircraft, rated
as one of the most sophisticated aircraft in the world,
according to sources close to the Pentagon.

COCA COLA Vs PEPSI COLA IN SPACE:
American astronauts aboard shuttles would be sipping
Coca Cola or Pepsi Cola during their space odyssey. A

New type of ‘‘Star Wars” has generated by United
‘States refreshment companies of being able to attain the

- priveledge of being the first to sell their products in space.

Coca Cola and Pepsi Cola will extend their age old
rivalry into space.

Coca Cola, however accuses the NASA of violat-
ing an agreement signed with it, granting the exclusive
right of being the first space refreshment tinned in steel
containers. However the National Aeronautics Space -
Administration of U.S. has denied the statement.

DRACULA LAID TO GENETIC DISORDER :
It is claimed that the legend of vampires, were wolves
of Count Dracula, may have been based
on real victims of a rare gory of genetic disorders,
The deseases known as Phyrias are associated with a
malfunctioning in the bio-chemical production of heme,
the red pigmentation in blood. Victims of the deseases
are extremely sensetive to light & accumulate chemicals
called Porphyuns that can transform oxyen into toxic
into tonic substances that destroys skin tissue. According
to various scientists the result may be devastating.

US CAN SEE THROUGH SOVIET NUCLEAR INT-
ENTIONS : The United States has now let up a world
wide monitoring system that is capable of picking up all
Soviet underground nuclear test exploisions even under
10 Kilotone. One reason why the United States rejected
the Soviet proposal for a morotorium on all tests until
January, is that the U.S. wants to continue testing to
develop new war heard for the midget man iatercontin-
cntal ballistic missiles & possible systems for the star
wars research programme. The U. S. capability for
monitoring Soviet tests has been vastly enhanced by a
sophisticated new seismic army it set up in Nerway, to
enhance the existing system. Two other more sophist-
icated systems and in a more advanced experimental
stage. A similar system of five modern seismic monitors
exists in the U S. and Canada providing the U.S. instant
data from all over the world. -

ANOTHER NEW COUNTRY ON WORLD UP
Another independent state will soon appear on the
political map of the world with the legislative council of
Aruba a small island in the lesser Antilles of thé Vene-
zueland waste, deciding to the leave the federation of
Netherland Antilles and follow its own independent road



WATERLOO RE-ENACTED : The 1815 battle of
Waetrloo, French emp:zror Napolean’s decisive defeat
at the hands of the Britains Duke of Wellington, was

faught all over again much to the delight of French &
British.

Some six hundred soldiers, all in histronic dress
& equipped with bayonets & cannon, re-enacted
Napolean’s final stand in the same fields just south of
Brussels where 170 years ago more than 10,000 men
from all over Europe taught the bloody battle. The
festivities for the 270th anniversary of the battle further
included several military parades, and exhibition and
market of old weapons.

THE THIRD SECRET Claims in court by
Mehmet Ali Agca, a turn serving a life sentence and
seriously injuring Pope John Paul, has said his attack
- was linked to the third secret of the Madonna of Fatima
and challenged the Vatican to disclose it. The
secret of Fatima, rumoured to be an apocalyptic message
of prophesying world destruction and which has been
kept under wraps by the Vatican since 1917, when itis
said to have been revealed in a vision at the Portugese
village of Fatima. Pope John XXIII was the first Pope
to read the secret. He died without disclosing it An
(talian journaliét who specialises in Vatican affairs

claims Pope Pius XII fainted after reading it.

Now Agca’s claims have reawakened interest in
the sixty eight year old mystery. reports Reuter.

DENIAL LETTER PRICED £10,000: A Iletter
from singer Paul Mc Cartney to a magazine denying
that the Beatles would ever be reunited is to be sold at
an auction. The hand written letter, priced at 10,000
to 12,000 pounds was sent to the music weekly melody
makers in Aungust,

Paul Mc Cartney writes In order to put out its
misery the limping dog of a news story which has been
dragging itself across our pages for the past year, my
answer to the question, will the Beatles ever get toge-
ther again” -....c.....,isno, no.” It is signed by Mc
Cartney above a drawing of a toothy grin.

JAPAN EXPLODED ATOMIC BOMB AFTER
HIROSHIMA BLAST : According to U.S. Government
investigations and top secret documents, it has been
established that Japan conducted a nuclear bomb test
of its own, just four days after Hiroshima was dest-
royed. The A-bcmb test was conducted by a group
of scientists lead by Dr. Yoshio Mishina, in the sea of
Japan, just before the end of the World War II"

ANSWERS TO THE BRAIN BUSTERS

Hijackproof Airliner - It is impossible to design
such an aircraft in which bullets can’t be fired due to
the high speed of the plane. As according to Newton’s
first law of motion, evely object on earth posseses
inertia. The bullets in the revolver would already be
moving at the speed of the plane; the speed of the
bullet would be additional if it were to be fired,

The explanation given was baseless.

The most inexpensive way to travel- As the
whole atmosphere of tie earth revolves along with it, it
is not possible to stay in a hot air balloon in order to
travel Westward.

—Aresh Shirali,

ANSWERS TO THE QuliZ

1. The Bolshoi theatre of Ballet is in Russia.

2. ‘Anooradha’ is the name of the Indian
instrument sent into space to study cosmiC rays.

3. Cape Canaveral; Kennedy Spece Centre was
renamed Cape Canaveral Space Centre.

4. Ad Dahab

S. President Nimeiry

6. Rashid Karami, the P.M. of Lebanon.
7. Beni to Mussolini.

8. John Fitzgerald Kennedy

9. Tungsten.

English Essay Writing Competition :—
Main theme :—

A convict released after 20 years, tries to adjust in a changed world.

Cre - a--.k -Cr e.a -.k, the old dilaphidated but
trusty jail door opened. It was heavy and had rusted for

years. From the look of it one would have felt the nced

of a very strong man to open it. The door had not



opened wide enough yet when a large foot stepped out.

It had an old sandal on, the type kings of ancient India

used to wear. Then as suddenly light flashes, the door

opened and standing half way in we could see a tall, well
built man staring at us with inquisitive yet daring eyes.

We could not return his stare and looked away. After

some time I broke the spell of silence and advanced

forward to welcome him.

“] am your new P.A. appointed by C638B’ and
you may call me Har Rai. Welcome back to the great
under world”’. He looked at me with a look of enquiry
" & wonder whether I could be trusted. ‘Oh! what a dumb
fool you are !” I thought “He can non understand
English”. I cursed myself and explained everything to
him in Hindi. I remembered seing him when [ was a
child. He and my father were great friends. And both
were very strong. He used to wear a Nepali cap, a red
or blue kurta and a white dhoti. He used to look
ferocious even with these simple clothes. But even
though he was feared everywhere; in the underworld as
the police force, he was ultimately caught red handed
and given twenty years imprisonment. Now he had
come out and our gang had decided to keep him as he
was as strong as a bull. Seeing that we decided to call
him ‘Bull’ and he quite liked being called that.

We Presented ourselves in front of the boss. The Boss
made an agreement with the Bull saying that he would
work for us and in return he would get money, house,
car and other allowances. He quite liked it but did not
understand what a car was. We had to show it to him
but still he did not quite get it. Any way, he was put
in my hands and I had to explain the work and the new
techniques of safe cracking I took him to his new home.
He thought it was a king’s place and got the impression
that he was going to live in the servant quarters. But
what a surprise, to his joy and excitement, he got when
I told him that. the ‘place’ was for him He went in
quietly and glanced around and qave a sigh of dissapp-
ointment. ‘What is all this nonsense !’ he seemed to
say. I asked him the reason, He pointed at the sofa,
the glass table. the colour T.V., the V.CR., the tele-
phone and some decorative pieces and lcoked at me with
enquiry. He waited for me to explain all that. I was
surprised but did’'nt show it in case he felt hurt, *But

-

then’ I reasoned out’ a person obviously won’t know
everything after staying in the prison for twenty years
He will have to adjust quite alot. I explained him
every thing with a demonstration. He on tLis
part, just tried to understand patiently.

Next day I took him around the town showing
him all the banks worth our interest.

I explained to him the working of a bank and
the placing of the vault and the necessary details.
After that we went to a fast shoppe to have food. As
we neared the posh area of expensive shops he
exclaimed ¢“Dhaba kithe hai. Har Rai? Manu te ik
bhi ni dikhai de riya” We were surprised, for these
were his first words after his freedom. I explained to
him that Dhabas were no longer good and that
American style Fast shoppes were far better. And after
a hearty meal he agreed with me. After some time 1
noticed that he had hung his revolver like a kirpan on
the side. J immediately took it off and told him to
keep it in the inner waist pocket but then I realised he
was still wearing his Kurta and dhoti. So I immediately
took him to colthing shop and bought jeans, pants,
shirts, T-shirts and suits and got him to agree to wear
the modern clothes and not the silly old dhoti-kurta.

That day was exceptionally hot and soon we
were sweating as though we had excess of water in us.
We stopped at Akbar Ally’s (General store) to have
some snacks and a drink. Bull was amazed at the huge
clean and neat shop. We were served by waifers in
uniform with cold drinks and ice-cream. Bull picked up
the bottle but cculd not drink as the straw come in the
way. Istarted giggling and told him to drink from
the straw He just Jaughed at himself and tried
again. He put the straw in his mouth and tilted the
bottle. I kept on giggling as I could not control
myself. As nothing went into his mouth he just over
turned the bottle and all the cola dropped on his face
and new clothes. He was such a mess that I just burst
out into a peal of laughter. Customers around us had
also noticed his action and were also giggling to them-
selves. Ultimately I curbed my laughter ard ordered
another bottle for him. This time he managed to get
it down his throat.



Slowly he learnt a lot through my help or from

his mistakes. He turned out to be an advantage to us.

But.... he had learnt something else too.

He had

learnt to betray.

He had become clever and used

his wiles for his own advantage ... He had adjusted

well.

-Amit Kamra

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

C1lUES ACROSS:

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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You must have heard of Black Sabbath sing to the
most horrifying Sunday in Russian History.

Isaac’s father in Christian mythology; a city by the
famous president’s name on the banks of river
Platte in Nebraska, U.S.A.

A ‘not so prominent’ country in Europe; Tiatna is
its eapital.

The most spectacular cataract in the Americas,
Buifale to be precise.

The prefix which when added to - bolism would
mean sorcery.

The dwelling place of a bird, ,

A mountain range in Morocco; if you consult it
you might find itself within itself.

18. A hundred of them make a Niara.
19. Behold!

CLUES DOWN :

1. Alexander’s army dared not attack this dominant
kingdom. 5

2. A Duran Duran album closely associated with
bullfighting.

3. One wouldn’t mind shelling out a little money for
an article which is this.

4. Womens’—versus male chauvenism.

5. A small tewn in Mexico. Read Castaneda ?

6. Accused worldwide of starting communism.

7. The ’84 Olympics were held at the abb. of this
city; no other city could have its airports name
describing its official (LAX)

8. Grab.

9. Same as 16 across.

10.

Santa is reputed to love this word and rarely use
any other.

~Aresh Shirali

Answers to the previous crossword:

Down : Across :
Cocos 2 Bach
Bass 6 Elocution
Aegean 11 Cast
Doomsday 12 LaPaz
Zero 13 Eclipse
Enigma 14 Meander
Clan 15 Asylum
Tin

Nauru

Nut

Diagonal :

16. Doctor

-Amitabh Sinha
&
Avinash Kumar



Quiz

Q1. Everyone has heard of orread the works of
the great American author Mark Twain.
What was his full name ?

Q 2. What is the name of William Shakespear’s first
play ?
Q3. ‘Mudra Rakshas’is a well known play which

provides historians with valuable facts regarding
the rule of the Nanda Kings. Who wrote it ?

Q 4. A play by Agatha Christie has been showing in
a theatre in London for decades. Itis listed in
the ‘Guiness Book’ as the most successful 20th
century play. Name it.

Q S. ‘Poltergeist’ was a hit
directed it ?

horror film. Who

Q 6. Who wrote - ‘The Teaching of Don Juan’

Q 7. -Shakespeare is regarded as the greatest of all
playwrights, In which country is his works
loathed to the very core ?

Q8. On which book, written by Ruskin Bond, was
the hindi film ‘Junoon’ based ?

Q9. Which emminent group sang and wrote the title
song of the James Bond film - A view to kill.’

Q 10. Nowadays a lot of Anti-Vietnam films are being
made ‘Ramba’ is a good example of one. This
year a song was released by the title ‘Nineteen’
which proved to be a major hit. Who sang it?

—Aresh Shirali
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The first match the “‘WELHAM BOYS® played
was against ‘KAILASH CLUB’. The conditions were
condusive for feotball, and the -game starting with a
bang. Kailash Club going into a lead in the first 10
minutes. But Welhams fought gallantly in the dying
minutes cf the first half through Viresh, Ashish

and Niran. Welbams had gained a slender lead
of 2-1.

But the Kailash Club were always on top through

some ineasured passing and exubuting some fine display
of footwork.

Later the WELHAM got another bonus as they
went ahead by another goal through Indervir. This
was obviously a moral booster for the WELHAMITES.

_But the Kailash club then played excellently and were
scoring at will in the last few minutes of the second half.

At that time Masroor scored a lovely goal through
a left footer to bring the final score to some respectibility.
The next match was also scheduled to play against
Kailash Club.

VIt was a similar story.  WELHAMITES going
up early in the first half, but Kailash Club reduced the

margin and went into the lead at the final whistle, final
score was 5-3.

Then Welham Boys practised hard for their
forthcoming match against DOON SCHOOL. There
was a lot of excitement among the boys. Again the
match started with a bang. DOON SCHOOL going up
as early as the sixth minute. The Welhamites toiled
hard for their prize but were unable to score and were
given a setback just before the interval.

In the second half there was a lot of struggle for the ball
and the Welhamites reduced the margin through Rakesh
Dewan. Welham Boys’ played excellently in this match

IN THE ARENA OF SPORTS

but just as it looked that the Welhamites have _pulled
back. There was a lapse in the deep defence of the
WELHAM BOYS’. Three quick goals and the score
5-1 at the long whistle.

The next match was against SAMRAT CLUB.
We started hopelessly and were 2-0 down. Only then
did our boys find their rythem. They just outclassed
then. Niran and Abhijeet Ghosh played extremely well
and we won the match 5-3.

The Council football tournament just got under-
way. But both in the juniors and seniors we were
knocked in the first round.

In seniors we lost to GURU NANAK 4-1. The

lone goal being scored by Abhijeet Ghosh and in the
juniors we lost 4-2.

INTERNATIONA NEWS:

IVAN LENDL of CZEC defeated JOHN
McENROE of the U.S.A. in three straight sets: 7-5,
6-3, 6-3. MANLIKOVA also of CZEC defeated both
the Tennis queens. CRIS EVERT LLOYD and
MARTINA NAVRATILOVA. '

In cricket India came from brink of defeate to
save the first test, and similarily in the first one day
international India saved a certain defeat. Thank to
Dilip Vengserkar for his sparkling knoek. Garry

Kasparov of U.S.S.R. is in Jead after two round against
his arch rival A. Karpove.

West Germany retained the junior hockey tourn-
ament. India finished 5th. ICVIC SUGIARTO of
Indonisia beat Morten Frost Hansen in a well

coatested final to win ALBA CUP. He beat Frost 15-10
8-15, 15-4. ‘

D) o
" .. ... After a break of ten weeks (during which

1" ‘sure the boys must’ve got nice and. cultured on.
video films) We pull up our socks for another term
~with quiz contestes, debates, extempore speaking
competitions, essay cqmpetitions and so on and so forth,

THE FOOTLIGHTS

AREFLASHING AGAIN

We’d like to express heartfelt regret for not

~ having mentioned Ms. Banerjee’s name alongwith the

other members of the staff involved in the ‘Tagore
Jayanti’ celebrations last term. She is thanked for
pufting up an excellent show.



Our school had the honour of having Dr. Salim
Ali, a renowned oraithologist the world over, at our
school, last term. Incidentally the very same day, an
emminent butterfly observer and collector, Mr. Hutton
gave a slide show about the aforementioned in the hall.

The first Saturday spent in school this term, was
highlighted by the film show that evening-‘Rush’. It was
enjoyed by the Juniors albeit some seniors didn’t approve
of the choice. It was probably an anticlimax, consi-

dering the rumors that had got round, about being
shown ‘‘Rambo”’.

The Juniors sat through a Rajasthani puppet show
the sunday before last. On the 5th of September, the
students organised an entertainment programme, to
commemorate Dr. Radha Krishnan’s birthday (which is

recognised as - Teachers Day). Keeping in mind the
short notice on which it was organised, the programme
was a success. It is for the boys to speculate on the
prospect of having a properly organised show, for the
teachers in the years to come.

Pundit Ravi Shankar gave a concert in the LM A.
Hall and a large number of boys, taking full advantage
of the opportunity, went for it The Doon School had
organised the concert. I acknowledge the mistake
made by me, with reference to the crossword clue given
for the word <¢Bach”, Sebastian was the second
name of his, Johann being the first. This However did
not keep Avinash Kumar and Amitabh Sinha from
solving the crossword and winning the Rs. 5/- prize
money. —Aresh Shirali.

WELHAM NEWS

Mrs. Talukdar held an exhibition for her painting
in Bombay at Jehangir Auditorium. Te exhibition was
a great success and was given wide coverage by several
magazines.

Some boys in Junior School made idols of sand
and clay of lord Krishna to celebrate Janamashtami

Every term the number of books in the library gets
bigger and the same has happened this term. A few of
the books that arrived are ;

ENGLISH
1) Guiness Book of World Records.
2) Vet in Harness.
3) Opus 100
4) 1000 Phote tips

Many other books on art, literature, fiction have
‘TIME’ a world famous magazine has started

coming segularly to the school library.

As Saturday, the 7th of September, was given a
holiday for Janamashtami, the boys made full use of the
long weekend and went out for trekking to Narendra-
nagar and Mussoorie.

The shole of the Senior School went on a tree
planting excursion on Wednesday, the 2Ist of August
(one of the many plans set by the Govt. for the Intern-
ational Year of the Youth). The enthusiasm of the boys
let them to plant more than four thousand five hundred

come.

plants despite the rain.
result of hard work

The boys felt proud of the

The Solar Heaters, which had arrived last term,
have been installed on the roofs of New Building
(Triveni), White House, Woodseats. River Side, Dining
Hall. They will start working as soon as needed for
heating bath water.

Boys interested in Indian classical music went to
hear the Sitar Recital by the world renowed Sitarist,
at the IMA Auditorium. Work on the Gandhi Jayanti
Play, ‘Gandhi’ has already started. Miss Maya Yadav
and Mrs Devendra assisted by Mr. Prasad and Mr.
Gusain have chosen the cast. The Audio Visual squad
under the guidence of Mr. Raina is working on the light
and sound effects in a big way.

The Hindi Debate (Inter School) is being held on
18th September. And English Prose and Poetry Com-
petition (Inter School) is being held on 28th September,
°85. Invitations to various schools have already been
sent and the boys are being coached.

The School Quiz team will be participating in the
‘MRS. RUSSEL’s INTER SCHOOL QUIZ COMPET-
ITION (being held in Welham Girls’ High School on

25th September, '85.
Amit Kamra
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